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Р INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER 

E Y Reigning Australian Open champion Atleast 25 people have ia Mirza ly on Sunday confirmed that the Indian 
Novak Djokovic beats Adrian Mannarino western Iraq were injured when their been killed by shelling at a nnis icon and S li) orced for a few 
ТИЛЕТ ТЕТ ТИШТЕГЕН air base came under heavy rocket & market on the outskirts m 0 day al TT announced his 
matching Roger Federer's all. missile fire from what American officials | of the city of Donetsk in third ma e actor Sana Javed, ‘She wis aib 


record of 58 QF appearanc said were Iran-backed militias, P 19 


Russian-occupied Ukraine, P 19 Ё 5 
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OF INDIA 


Focus on ‘urban 
Naxals’: Shah to 
security forces 


Нове: AmitShah 

Sunday asked policeand 
other agencies to identify 
'urban Naxals' and run a 


Long wait ends, Ayodhya in 
euphoria on eve of new dawn 


Israel's Gaza war 


illegal, says NAM 
as toll hits 25,000 


| [us states of the Non- 

Aligned Movement on 
Saturday called Israel's mili- 
tary campaign in the Gaza 


10 extreme temp days 
this month, highest 
for Jan in 13 years 


check on their finan 
part of a strategy to choke 
fundingand deala final blow 
to left-wing extremism, He 
mooted a plan to eliminate 
laxalism from the country 
within three years. P22 


Modi To Lead 
Pran Pratishtha 
Rituals Today 


Akhilesh Singh, Rajiv Srivastava 
&Shalabh | Tun 


11 convicts in Bilkis 
case surrender 


he 11 conviets in the Bil- 
kis Bano case surrende- 
red at Godhra sub-jail in Gu. 
jarat's Panchmahal district 
around 1.30pm Sunday, half 
an hour before the surren- 
der deadline set by Supreme 
Court was to end. P14 


Ayodhya: The air i 
with incenseand flowers, 
the skyline is a luminescent 
kaleidoscope. The streets ha- 
ve just had another wash, in 
case a speck of dust went un- 
noticed on the previous occa- 
sion. Every few hundred met. 
‚ a stage comes alive with 
folk artistes going through 
their paces in a vibrant med. 
ley of sightsand sounds. 

Ram Path, the holy town's 
artery marches toa rhythm di 
vine as a relentless stream of 
visitors make their way thro- 
ugh it, singing "Ram aayenge” 


Man stabbed, 
tied to bike & 
dragged; 2 held 


РЕС > ROAD ТО AYODHYA, 
L GUIDE ТО TEMPLE,P16 | P15,17,18,20 


Ek hi naara ek hi naam, 
Ram Jai Sri Ram" 


At the stroke of 12.29.06pm 
on Monday, 121 Vedic priests 
On the eve of Ram La will perform the “pran pra- 
ation, Ayodhya has tr-  tishtha" (consecration) of the 
avelledbackintimetorecreate 51-іпсћ idolof Ram Lallainthe 
in the present age all the gran- — presence of PM Modi. 
deur and fervour of Ram’s ho- 
mecoming in Treta Yug. 


5-year-old dies of 
heart attack in UP 


ust nine days before her 

birthday, a five-year-old 
girl died of a ‘heart attack’ 
while watchingcartoonson 
mobile phoneata village in 
UP's Amroha Sunday. Her 
family refused a postmor. 
tem,said Amroha CMO.P14 


P Will last 84 seconds, P 22 


Jet crashes in Af after Gaya 


" Russian private jet carry: 
Power line snaps, man sab 40 y» ላ; ር ከርከር RUSSIAN PROBE - 
electrocutes 2 ar-old e-rickshaw driver fuelled in India, crashed > On board the air ambulance 
several times and then drag- inaremoteareaof rural Afgha- | was a bedridden Russian 
wo farmers wereelectro- ! ged him for L5km with his : nistanbutthepilotandsomeof | citizen in serious condition who 
cuted after a high-tens: leg tied to their bike in Ni the others on board survived, | was being transported from a 
ion wire fellon them in their : Sector 49 Satu n the Taliban said Sunday Four | Thailand hospital to Russia, 
agriculturalfieldinUP’sBu- ; Thetwothensurrenderedat !- people survived and two are | RIA news agency reports 
daun Friday night. The fa- ; a police station. The man di- : unaccounted for, air transport > ል Taliban spokesperson 
milies filed a complaint ag: ed in hospital, reports Avis- : agency Rosaviatsia later said. | blames ‘engine problem" 


The Indian aviation mini. 
stry said the plane was not a 
scheduled flight or an Indi 


hek Kumar. The murder 
was the fallout of an old ri- 
valry cops said, adding the 
" deceased had stabbed the fat. 
Do not miss her of one of the aggressors 


ር six years ago. "My husband 
Education Times, was in jail for attempted 
a 6-page pullout murder. When he came out 
with today's issue 


inst the power corporation 
alleging negligence, тин 


for the plane crash in Af 

> Russia's Investigative 

1 n | Committee says it has opened a 
chartered jet he aircraft criminal case to check if safety 
was a DF-10 Dassault Falcon, | pues have been violated 

itsaid. Abdul Wahid Rayan, a 

spokesman for the Taliban's ce was flying from Thailand 
information and culture mi- to Moscowandrefuelledat Bi- 
nistry described the plane as — har'sGaya. rwa agencies 
"belonging to a Moroccan 
company". The air ambulan: 


on bail, they found a chance 
and attacked him," the wife 
of the deceased said. P8 


>'Engine problem’, P 19 


refuelling, 4 of 6 survive 


Strip “illegal” and strongly 
condemned indiscriminate 
attacks against Palestinian 


Р Frigid Sunday, 
: Pre City Stn Logs 


Highest т no. of 'cold day 


q b Q civilians, infrastructure and 
yesdentMurmrwroteina | MaxOfI2.T C | md 88 | | 666) dopacemont of the 
letter to PM Modi that he " 'COLD ‘a тою Palestinian population. The 
would on Monday complete a NewDelhi: Not many Delhii DAVO WAVE Palestinian toll has, mean- 
“unique civilisational journ- : tes may care about the diffe DAYS DAYS TOTAL soared past 25,000, the 


ey” rence between ‘cold day’ and 


reflected in the Ram temp. h ministry in Gaza said, 


2024 Ё НИШ 


16. “We're fortunate to witness : ‘cold wave’ conditions, but 10 | £ while Israel announced the 
the commencement of anew : mostwouldagreethatthisJa- | 2023 ШШШ 9  deathoranotherhostage.P19 
cycle in the resurgence of our I nuary has seen one of the 
nation,” sheadded. P14 longest spells of bitter cold in шиш 8 
recent years. Indeed, tempe- |2013 ШШШ s| 2marathoners, 
x raturedata bears this out 
Kashi Dom Raja one With maximum tempera. | 2022 8፪፪፪፪፪ 7 


aged 40 & 74, die 
during Mum run 


wo participants died at 

the Mumbai Marathon 
on Sunday. Kolkata's Suvra- 
deep Banerjee (40), a techie 
and.aseasoned full maratho- 
; collapsed near Haji Ali 
junction, A hospital official 
id the death was likely due 
tocoronary artery blockage. 
Rajendra Bora (74) collapsed 
near the petrol pump close to 
Pizza by the Bay, The cai 
of death was cardiac arrest 
and natural, said police. P14 


Wife’s cruelty no 
ground to deny 
maintenance: HC 


[Delhi has recently cla; 
Jrified that finding of 
cruelty ta wife in di. 
vorce proceedings can't be 
the sole ground to deny her 
maintenance under the Do. 
mestic Violence Act, 2005, 
The order stresses the 


turedippingsharplyagainon 
a frosty and sunless Sunday, 
Delhi recorded its fifth ‘cold 
day’ of themonth. There have 
also been five ‘cold wave’ days 
taking the number 


of 16 ‘yajmans’ በ :] 6 


ixteen people, including PM 

Modi and Anil Choudhary 
the Kashi Dom Raja (king of 
cremation ground), will be 
yajmans' (hosts) at the conse- ys of extreme tempera- when night temperatures fall 
cration.SeniorBJPfunctiona- | tures to 10 — the highest for way below normal (4 degrees 
ries, including AmitShah, will : Jan in readily available re- — Corlowerfor Jan). rw r 
watch the ceremony live from : cordsgoingbackto2012. 
templesacross India. P22 ‘Cold day’ refers to very 


Pulled off train 
by snatcher, 
man loses legs 


‘old man lost both 
fter he fell from 
atrain onto the tracks while 
resisting a snatching at 
tempt at Sarai Rohilla rail 
way station, where they had ; treme weather and ከ 
halted briefly. Copshaveapp- : conditions for over a century, 
= are now slowly but steadily 
arching into history. 

Army is progressively in- 

ducting logistics drones, ro- 


lowday temperatures, mostly 
due to daylong fog and chilly 
winds —as seen on Sunday- 


whereas ‘cold wave’ happens 


> ‘Don't expect...’ P 8 


Army gets logistics drones, 
mules march into history 


New Delhi: The sturdy and 
surefooted mules of the Ar- 
my, which have been tr 
porting crucial loads to for- 
ard border posts through 
eacherous routes under ex 


Over 33k ‘general service mules’ 
will be retired by the decade-end 


restructuring and optimisa 
tion’ to cut manpower 
byaroundllakhpersonnelby : independent nature of ma 


rehended a 16-year-old boy 
‘The victim, a manager with : Бойс mules, all 
aprivatefirm,wastravelling : cles and rough-ter 
m Gujarat to Delhi with ; cles, in conjunction with the 
his family on Ala Hazrat Ex- Í improvement in border in 
presson Jan 17 when the ac- Í frastructure and better last. 2027, animal transport firms | intenance claims under the 
cused began pulling ће bag ; mile connectivity, to replace and other “legacy units” are ; Actandunderscorestheim- 
from his hand, causing him : its existing animal transport — beinggradually disbanded. portance of considering 
to fall and his legs to come : fleet, reports Rajat Pandit. each legal provision in its 
under the train's wheels, P3 Under the overall “force specific context. P6 


> Cost to dip, P 22 
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LIC 


mera offers በሸ fen 


LIFE INSURANCE CORPORATION OF INDIA 


INTRODUCING 
Ly) 
Jeevan Dhara 


UIN: 512N364V01 


Il 


Plan No, 872 


Retire young 
Retire carefree 


Annuity Plan with a wide range of options to suit your needs 
* Guaranteed annuity from inception 

* Higher annuity rates at higher ages 

* Life cover during deferment period 

* Option for regular and single premium payment 

* Enhanced benefits for existing LIC policyholders 


Plan is also available online for sale 


ል non-linked, non-participating, individual, savings, deferred annuity plan 


Dowd Оца Cal Centre Services 
ЕЕ 

For details, contact your ረ Nearest LIC Branch or SMS YOUR CITY NAME to 56767474 (BUrWiaisAp No 
IRDAI Reg 


LIC/R1/2023-24/19/ENG 


premium 
lore concluding a sale 


on non-stop domestic and | ЧЫ 


international flights. 


Travel period: Janua epte e 


or mobile 


Starting 1" F ry, Ayodhya will be connected to major cities of India. 
Delhi - Ayodhya 10:40 12:00 Daily (Except Wed) 
Ayodhya - Delhi 08:40 10:00 Daily (Except Wed) 

| Chennai - Ayodhya 12:40 15:15 Daily 
Ayodhya - Chennai 16:00 18:20 Daily 
Ahmedabad - Ayodhya 06:00 | 08:00 Daily (Except Wed) 
Ayodhya - Ahmedabad 12:30 14:25 Daily (Except Wed) | o 

5 > 

| Jaipur - Ayodhya | 07:50 09:15 2,4,6&7 E 
Ayodhya - Jaipur 15:45 17:30 2,4, 6&7 Je 

f Patna - Ayodhya | 14:25 [ 15:25 1 2,4,6&7 n" 
Ayodhya - Patna 15:00 14:00 2,4,6&7 
Darbhanga - Ayodhya 11:20 12:50 2,4,6&7 | 
Ayodhya - Darbhanga 09:40 10:50 2,4,6&7 
Mumbai - Ayodhya 08:20 10:40 Daily 
Ayodhya - Mumbai 11:15 15:20 Daily 
Bengaluru - Ayodhya 10:50 15:50 135,587 
Ayodhya - Bengaluru 14:10 16:45 13; 5&7 


Selected inventories of the above flights are also available under the sale offer. 


*Limited inventory, available on first-come, first-served basis. Blackout dates applicable. */^/^^T&C apply. 
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Hamara sankalp I uction ıd and divine Janmabhoomi Temple 
Viksit Bharat š | : L | res rupi Ayodhya Dham 


Best foot forward: Random shoe-checks during parade to keep trouble at bay 


Anindya Chattopadhyay 


Besidestheduo,amanand and checking at multiple po- — installed to strengthen securi 
awomanhadsetoff smokeca- ints. Accordingtoapolicesour- "ላክ anti-drone system will also 
nisters outside Parliament si- се, footwear inspection willbe bein theplace,” the officer said. 
multaneouslyevenastheiras- thefirst step of a three-layered — Forces have been deployed 
sociatesfilmedtheactandbro- security process. “We won't be at vulnerable places, inclu- 
adcast it. The accused wereta- checking the footwear of allvi- ding markets, metro stations, 
kenintocustody by specialcell  sitors, the officer added. “In- airports, etc, to ensure securi- 


Abhay@timesgroup.com the security review meetings as. Officers were being briefed 
said this topic was discussed at —andtrainedto identify suspicio- 
New Delhi: This Republic Day length several times. It was de- us footwear during the celebra- 
shoes will be one of the prime cided that those wearing “big- tions, saida senior officer. 
focus areas for security per-  sizesportsshoes", in particular, Оп December 13, two men ma- 
sonnel, with random checks Бесһескейргорегіу for cavities ^ nagedtosneak insmokecanisters. 
being put in place for thoseat- and modificationsthatcouldbe | inside Parliament and set them 


tending the parade. The move usedtocarryany bannedstuff. of, leading to panic and chaos. and booked under UAPA. stead, we will identify suspicio — ty "SWAT commandos, mobile 
comes inthe wake of thesecu-  — Sourcesindicatedthatgrea- — Theduo, who were visiting on va- ‘Taking а cue from the case, usshoesandrequesttheperson hit teams, and snipers will be 
rity breach in Parliament оп — terattention wouldbeplacedon lid passes, had got the canisters in the security personnel have be-toplacetheminthescanner,” ^ deployedaspartof amulti-tie- 
December 13 last year, visitor rows closest to the para- the sole of their shoes, which had en asked not to take any risk The source said that facial тей security apparatus for the 
Officials who were part of de route and performance are- — especially made cavities. Security personnel stand guard at Kartavya Path amid dense fog and conduct intensive frisking recognition systems would be — capital, the officer said. 


Man falls off train whil 
Close To R-Day, Free Run For Snatchers Writs orn 
NO FEAR FACTOR? Rampant Street Crime In North Delhi Over Past 10 Days Poses Questions station, loses both legs 


Times News NETWORK from Kishanganj railway sta- ty-year-old Atul Tomar was versation, the pillion rider ders managed to apprehend Just two days later, a bike- 
tion towards Shastri Nagar to targeted by two criminals snatched his phone and the опе of the thieves. The other borne duo snatched a man's Times News Network 

New Delhi: In the run-up to catchabustoBurari.Ashere- nearacinemahallinKashme- duotriedtospeedaway. As To- suspect managed to escape. A phoneon Mandelia Road in Ro- 
Republic Day streeteriminals ached Metro Pillar 122124, re Gate. Engaging him іп con- mar raised an alarm, bystan- was registered. ор Nagar The victim, Sanjay New Delhi: A 55-year-old 
ranamokinnorthDelhi,com- three men approached him, Kumar Shukla who works at a man lost both his legs while 
mitting a spate of snatchings snatched his phone, and fled. dairy,wasstandingnearashop resistinga snatching attempt 
in the past 10 days at promi In yet another incident, | ON THE PROWL | when the incident occurred. at Sarai Rohilla Railway Sta- 
nent locations, such as Yud- 25-year-old Manish, fell prey : ‘Thetwomensnatched his pho- tion. He ell from the train on- 
hishtir Setu, Kashmere Gate to street criminals at Mall Ro- | JANUARY INCIDENTS раты лето вазе: пе and attempted to Пее, but to the tracks, where his legs 


and Vishwavidyalaya, instil- ad bus stop in Timarpur. The | Mobile phone of a 27-year-old | Two bikers target a man | their motorcycle skidded, cau- got stuck. Police have appre- 

ling fear among residents and victim, who works at a sho- | man, who had come to Delhi — | and snatch his phone Ў sing опе of them to be caught hendeda juvenile in the case. 

pedestriansalike. wroom in Kingsway Camp, | from Rajasthan, snatched on Mandelia Road, by bystanders. The other su- Тһе victim was identified 

The incidents come at ati- told police that as he got off ize = 3 Roop Nagar spect managed to escape. asGangji,aresidentof Shastri The 55-year-old victim, 6309] 

me when the city has been on the bus at 10.30pm on Jan 13, year-old man ghteen-year-old UPSC Nagar. Police received info — lll l 
alertonaccountof notonlyRe- three men with their faces co. | targeted by snatchers ` aspirant, Khushi Ghawri, too, mation about the incident on countedinhiscomplaint, 
publie Day, but also the mega vered approached him and is phone taken y was in for a similar blow She Jan 17. The victim told cops Kamal, Gangji's son, said 
Ramlalla idol consecration snatched his phone. away at Mall Road bus stop | bikein Wazirabad / was targeted by two men on a  thathealongwithhiswifeson — thetrain had stopped briefly at 
eventat Ayodhya, celebrations On the same day Umesh | inTimarpur a а дт 2 motorcycle who snatched her andgranddaughter, wasretur- — thestation,sothey placed their 
for which have reverberated Sharma felt the pinch of the | A40-year-old man targeted aa r я E ም | phone in the village of Wazi- ning to Delhi from their native bags near the gate for a quick 
across thenational capital. Po- growing audacity of crimi- | by snatchers posing as Vihwavidyalaya rabad on Jan 19. While wal. place in Gujarat. “Between 2 exit. “While we kept the lugga- 


lice, however, said they were nals. He was targeted by snat- | passengersinYudhishürsetu - š king to a nearby dairy for pmand230pm,whenthetrain ge there, I went to the washro- 
on their toes, adding that FIRS chers posing as passengers in | 39-year-old man in Sarai milk, Khushi took out her slowed down near Dayabasti, om. Coming out, learned abo- 


had been filed in the various Yudhishtir Setu. Sharma, а | Rohilla was jeted by phone to check the time. At wewereplacingourluggageat ut the incident," he said. He 
snatching incidents and inves- 40-year-old resident of Loni snatchers cae They vb m н » that moment, two men riding the door so we could deboard," then called up his elder brot- 
tigations were under way. who works in the transport | med with his phone | 1 a motorcycle snatched her thecomplainantsaid. herandother relatives. 
Inonesuchincident,a32ye- sector, reported to police that ы d „ phoneandfled. As he stood near the door, 8 Kamalclaimed thatnoone 
ar-old man was targeted in Sa- he had boarded an autoricks- The phone of a 30-year-old In the eighth incident, 34- jacketclad minor approached offered help to them. "The 
rai Rohilla by snatchers. The haw for Khajuri. Along with | man snatched by i year-old Adil Malik, a busi- and began pulling the bag from “doctor stated that a delay of 


man, identified as Sanjay Saini the driver, three other men 
from Sindhora Kalan, was re- were already in the vehicle. 


nessman, had his phone snat- hishand.Despitehisobjections, another 10 minutes could ha- 
ched near Vishwavidyalaya the boy pulled at the bag force- ve proved fatal as my father 


turning home from work when After covering some distance, metro station on Jan 20. fully causing him to fall and his hadlost a substantial amount 

two men riding a white scooter the driver asked him to get off. ne ofa Malik had come there to legs to end up under the train's of blood,” hesaid. 

snatched his phone. As Sharma got down, one of r-old man E sell his phone after posting wheels. The accused fled the A police officer said they 
Asimilarfateawaiteda27. the passengers snatched his | GL n r about it on an ecommerce spot, leaving the bag behind. apprehended a 16-year-old 

year-old man coming to Delhi phone, and another took his Kashmere Ga : website. The prospective buy- "Mylegswerebadlyinjurel.My boy in the case and registered 


from Rajasthan, Accordingto wallet. They then fled in the 
an FIR filed on Jan 13, the vic- autorickshaw. 
tim, Karn Singh, was walking Meanwhile, on Jan 16, thir- 


er turned out to be a snatcher, wife screamed and some pas- а case under Section 394 (vo- 
who brandished a knife and sengers pulled the chain, bring- luntarily causing hurt in 
fled with the phone. ingthetraintoahalt,’Gangjire- — committingrobbery)of IPC. 
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A SOLID LEGACY OF TR 


Today a new chapter of 
hope, joy and devotion 
opens in the timeless 
tale of Bharat. 


Our heartfelt congratulations to everyone 
who has eagerly waited a lifetime to 


witness this sacrosanct day. 
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D-Day: Ram Lords Over Sentiments In Capital 


Shah to lead BJP’s celebrations in Delhi 


AAP Govt Inspired By Ram R 


Times News Network 


New Delhi: ААР govern- 
ment in Delhi is inspired by 
theconceptof Ram Rajyaand 
draws motivation from it in 
providing various facilities 
to the people of the national 
capital, chief minister Ar- 
vind Kejriwal said on Sunday. 

He was speaking during 
a three-day Ramlila event or- 
ganised by Delhi govern: 
ment'sart, cultureand langu- 
agesdepartment. 

The conclusion of the 
event, which began on Satur- 
day, will coincide with the 
consecration of the Ram idol 
in Ayodhy, 

The chief minister star- 
ted the program by lighting a 
lamp and an aarti to Lord 
Ram and prayed for the pro- 
sperity, peace and develop. 
ment of the country. 

Art, culture and language 
minister Saurabh Bhardwaj 
welcomed the chief minister 
by presenting him witha sap- 
lingandangavastram (stole). 

“We are running our go- 
vernment in Delhi by taking 
inspiration from the concept 
of Ram Rajya, Our effort is 
that no one sleeps hungry in 
Delhi, every poor person gets 
free rations, every citizen 
gets security, every person 
gets 24- hour electricity, 
king water and respec 
riwalsaid. 

*Now, every child in Delhi 
is getting good education and 


Chief 


ister Arvind Kejriwal said his AAP government strived to provide better facili 


ajya, Says Kejriwal 


At Event 


Anindya Chattopadhyay 


s to the people 


every person is getting good 
and free treatment,” he said. 
“We should learn from the life 
of Maryada Purushottam Shri 
Ram to obey your parents and 
always support the truth." 
Kejriwal said the conse. 
cration is in Ayodhyaon Моп. 
day. “Many will not be able to 
gothere on Monday. Lam very 
happy that Delhi government 
has organised a grand Ramli- 
lafor people,” he said. 
Kejriwal added that his 
government believes in equa 
lity forall. “No matter who so: 
meone is, rich or poor, whet- 


her of this caste or that, of 
this religion or that religion, 
everyone should get equal 
rights, everyone should get 
respect. We are trying to fol- 
low the concept of Ram Ra: 
jya.Itisa big thing. Weare ve- 
small, but in a way it is an 
inspiration," he said. 

BJP state president Vi 
rendra Sachdeva said AAP's 
announcements regarding the 
events betreayed growing poli: 
tical restlessness of the party 

"From 2012 to 2022, Kejriwal 
and his gang opposed the Shri 
Ram Mandir Today with the fe- 


ar of defeat in the Lok Sabha 
elections looming, they are prai 
sing Shri Ram Mandi 
AAP will organise Shob- 
ha Yatras and bhandaras 
throughout Delhi on Monday. 
“Delhi is ready to welcome 
Prabhu Shri Ram. Bhanda- 
ras in 44 constituencies, Sun- 
dar Kand recitations in3, and 
aarti prasad distribution in 
I6constituencies will beorga- 
nised," AAP MLA Dilip Pan- 
dey said. All ministers, 
MLAs, councillors and AAP 
workers will participate in 
the bhandaras, he said 


From cloud kitchens to eateries, non-veg 
dishes off the menu today in Noida & Gzb 


Abhijeet.singh@timesgroup.com 


Noida: Restaurants in Noida and Gha- 
ziabad have decided not to serve liquor 
or non-vegetarian food on Monday, re- 
sponding to an order from the state gov- 
ernment. Liquor vends and meat shops 
inthe two cities will also stay shut forthe 
consecration ceremony in Ayodhya, 

“Restaurants across the state have 
taken a unanimous decision to serve on- 
ly vegetarian food on Monday. We must 
honour the government's order. After 
all, it'ssuehahugeevent that is being or- 
ganised in Ayodhya,” said Varun Khera, 
who heads the National Restaurant As 
sociation of India in UP. 

Vicky Saluja, who runs Baby Г 
in Sector 18, said they would switch off 
their non-vegetarian dishes on delivery 


platforms such as Swiggy and Zomato so 
that there were noonline orders, “It will be 
a dry day across the state. Our restaurant 
willalso serve only vegetarian food tomor- 
row. We will ensure there are no online or- 
ders fornon-vegetarian food,” he told TOI. 
Like restaurants, cloud kitchen 
which depend on delivery platforms for 
their orders - will also not cook non-vege- 
rian dishes, “We will not accept any or- 
ders for non-vegetarian food on Monday. 
Wecan'tgoto Ayodhya, but wecan observe 
the rituals here itself," said Puran Chand, 
amanager at Bamboo Shoots in Sector 4. 
Aman, who runs a cloud kitchen in 
Ghaziabad, said, “Since the restaurant 
ociation has decided to serve only 
оз, we will abide by it 
ellingnon-vegetariancuisine 
day won't make much of a difference. 


Meat shops across the two cities were 
closedon Sunday as well. "The government. 
order didn't ask us to stay shut on Sunday, 
but only on Monday Since so many people 
are already celebrating the occasion, we 
thought it would be improper to sell meat 
amid all the revelry” said Mohammad Eh 
sanullah, a meat shop owner in Ghaziabad. 

There were some meat sellers who 
chose to stay shut since Saturday itself. “I 
opened my shop last on Friday Since the 
government asked us to stay shut on Mon 
day decided toenjoy along weekend. Now, 
Tam planning to open my shop on Wednes- 
day since Tuesdays are usually lean," s 
Mohammad Salaam of Noida Sector 25. 

Last week, chief secretary Durga Shan- 
kar Mishra issued an order asking all di 
trict magistrates to ensure that liquor vends. 
and meat shops were closed on Monday 


Abhinav.Rajput 
@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: The BJP state unit. 
will organise a host of events 
across the city on Monday to 
commemorate the idol conse- 
cration ceremony in Ayodhya. 
Home minister Amit Shah will 
perform a puja at Birla Temple 
and state president JP Nadda at 
Jhandewalan. 

AAP said that under the 
Mukyamantri Teerth Yatra Yo- 
jana, additional trains will run 
from Delhi to Ayodhya for pil- 
grims travelling for darshan. 

Delhi BJP president Virend- 
ra Sachdeva said party workers 
have made arrangements to or- 
ganise community viewing of 
the ceremony on LED screens 
and TVsatover 2,000 locations. 


Morning-shift govt 
schools to stay shut 


New Delhi: The directorate 
of education (DOE) on Sun. 
day announced the closure of 
all Delhi government and go 
vernment-aided schools run- 
ning in the general and mor- 
ningshifton Jan 22. 
“Inaccordance with the off 
cememorandum...toenablethe 
employees to participate in the 
celebrations of Ram Lalla Pran 
Pratishtha being held at Ayod: 
hya, all government and go- 
vernment-aided schools of Del- 
hi running in general and mor- 
ningshiftareordered toremain 
closed on Jan 22, 2024," said a 
DOE circular: However, schools 
running in theeveningshift wo- 
uld have a modified schedule 
and they were directed to start 
at 2:30pm on Monday with dis 
missal following their usual ti- 
mings but not later than 5.30 
pm, the circular said, adding 
that this arrangement was spe- 
cificto the mentioned date. тмн 


ThestateBJPsaid 
MPs would spend the 
day at their constitu- 
encies, participating 
in different events. 
East Delhi MP Gau- 
tam Gambhir will 
distribute shawls to 
women on GB Road, 
followed by visits to 
temples in his constituency 
MP Parvesh Sahib Singh said 
he would take part in over 20 
events in Delhi. Assembly lea- 
der of opposition Ramvir 
Singh Bidhuri will hold a cle 
anliness campaign in his cons 
tituency in Tughlagabad follo- 
wed by a Shobha Yatra. 

Screens were being set up 
at the state office where all 
workers and their families 
will sitand watch theevent. 


Amit Shah 


A nine-day Shri 
Ram Katha has star- 
tedon Sunday in Sant 
Nagar, East of Kai- 
lash, BJP spokesper- 
son Praveen Shankar 
Kapoor said. 

“The sacrifice of 
senior leaders like 
Ashok Singhal and 
Lal Krishna Advani are memo- 
rable and ultimately it is the re 
sultof theefforts of PM Narend. 
ra Modi which started during 
the conduct of Ram Rath Yatra 
in 1991 that we are seeing what is 
happening today,” Kapoor said. 

AAP leaders will hold a 
Shobha Yatra, puja and bhan- 
daras. Minister Atishi in Kal- 
kaji, MLA Dilip Pandey in Ti- 
marpur and MLA Durgesh 
Pathak in Rajendra Nagar will 


participate in events. 

Chief minister Arvind Kej- 
riwal participated in the ongo- 
ingnine-day Ramkatha in Kid- 
wai Nagar in his Assembly 
constituency on Sunday. The 
event will conclude with a 
bhandara on Monday. 

“Tomorrow, we are arran- 
ging for the bhandaras and 
Shobha Yatras (processions) 
atmany places. On thefirst Tu- 
esday of every month, we will. 
do Sundar Kand recitations in 
Delhi," Kejriwal said. 

MLA Pandey Lord Ram does 
not belongtoany specific political 
party “He is the epitome of the 
highest standards of humanity 
for theentire country. CM Shri Ar- 
vind Kejriwal will surely go to see 
him, and party leaders will visit 
with their families,” Pandey said. 


ALL DECKED 


UP 


Anindya Chattopadhyay 


"s. 


Shergil Marg, in Delhi. Deepak Saini, Raj Kanojia, Nitin and Pushpendra from Delhi Street Art started 


sketching this on Saturday at 4pm and completed it on Sunday morning 


AIIMS, RML reverse orders on half day 


Times News Nerwonx 


New Delhi: 
medi: 
Sciences and Dr Ram Manol 
spital hi 
main closed until 


idol in 


yodhya. 


Inamemorandum issued on Sunday, AL 
“In conti: 


IMS administrative officer said, 


mida massive row on social 
the All India Institute of Medical 
ar Lohia Ho- 
е reversed their decision to re- 
30pm on Monday in vi 
ew of the consecration of the Ram Lalla 


nuation with the circular dated Jan 20, ОРО 
shall remain open toattend to patients with 
appointments in order toprevent an: 
venience to them and facilitate patient 
Alleritical clinical are 
in operational. All chiefs of centres, heads 
of the departments, units and branch offi 
re requested to bring this to the notice 
aff working under them." 

The RML Hospital administration 
too revoked its earlier order of Jan 20, 


cel 
ol 


which st 


rem 


gis 


ed that OPD and lab services 


would remain closed till 2:30pm. 
Meanwhile, Lady Hardinge Medical 
College, Smt Sucheta Kripalani and Kala- 
ati Saran Hc 
spital have stated that the 
їп functional on Jan 22 with 
registration from 8 to 10am and that all re. 
tered patients would be attended to. 
Barlier, AIIMS had announced a half- 
day closureof the institution on Jan 22. 


pital, and Safdarjung Ho- 
г OPDs would 


atient 


will start at 1030 hours on 23.01.2024 from 


|| 
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А Traffic Arrangements - Full Dress Rehearsal 


on 23" January, 2024 


23 JANUARY 


DRESS REHEARSAL 


68 ሠ፡ወ” 
RE Nos: www acebook covariate 
,ህ5:/ክ«:8ህዐበ 

[E https://www. instagram com/dtptrattic 


BE A TRAFFIC SENTINEL DOW! 


Instructions to General Public 
In case any unidentified object or suspicious person 


is seen, information must be conveyed to the nearest 


«m 


policeman on duty. 


X Flying of sub-conventional aerial platforms like 
para-gliders, para-motors, hang gliders, UAVs, | o 
UASs, microlight aircrafts, remotely piloted | — ሩ 
aircrafts, hot air balloons, small size powered 
aircrafts, quad copters or para jumping from 
SPAT aircraft ote: are prohibited over tho jurisdiction of 


NLOAD 


time in hand to avoid inconvenience. 


of Delhitill 15. 


General public and motorists may remain updated through 


P FROM ፦ ----- €. 24 HOURS TRAFFIC HELPLINE 011-25844444/1095 


In connection with the Republic Day Celebrations-2024, there will be Full Dress Rehearsal on 23" January 2024. 
The rehearsal will have the same route as that of the Parade on Republic Day. The Parade Rehearsal 

ijay Chowk & will proceed to Red Fort. There would be elaborate traffic 

arrangements and restrictions in place for smooth conduct of the parade along the route. 


parade is over. 


| However, 


NORTH 


Marg. 


ShankarRoad. 


ft oe 
Th اسا‎ 


In order to facilitate smooth passage of the parade, 
movement of traffic on certain roads leading to the route of 
the Parade will be restricted as under: 

(1) No traffic on Kartavyapath from Vijay Chowk to India 
Gate from 1800 hours on 22.01.2024 til parade is over. 
(2) No cross traffic on Kartavyapath from 2300 hours on 

22.01.2024 at Rafi Marg, Janpath, Man Singh Road till 


(3) 'C-Hexagon-India Gate will be closed for traffic from 
0915 hours on 23.01.2024 til parade crosses Tilak Marg. 

(4) From 1030 hours on 23.01.2024 traffic on Tilak Marg, 
BSZ Marg and Subhash Marg will not be allowed on both 
directions. Cross traffic will only be allowed depending 
upon the movement of the parade. 

Road users are requested to plan their journey in advance 

accordingly and avoid the route of parade, from 0930 hours 

to 1300 hours, for their own convenience. 


| 
zit SUGGESTED ROUTES 


the Journey is unavoidable, the road users 

| are advised to take following routes: 

OUTH CORRIDOR 

> Ring Road - Ashram Chowk — Sarai Kale Khan — LP. Flyover 

Rajghat- Ring Road 

| From Madarsa - Lodhi Road 'T' point -Aurobindo Marg — 
AIIMS Chowk -Ring Road — Dhaula Kuan — Vande Matram 
Marg - Shankar Road Park Street or Mandir Marg. 

EAST-WEST CORRIDOR 

| Fang Road-Bhairon Road- Mathura Road - Lodhi Road - 
‘Aurobindo Marg -AIIMS Chowk -Ring Road — Dhaula Kuan— 
Vande Matram Marg — Shankar Road — Park Street or Mandir 


| Ring Road- Boulevard Road — Barf Khana Chowk -- Rani 
Jhansi Flyover- Faiz Road — Vande Matram Marg — RIA 


> Ring Road - ISBT - Chandgi Ram Akhara — I.P College - Май 


Road—Azadpur—Punjabi Bagh. 


General public and motorists are requested to keep patience, ~ 
observe traffic rules & road discipline and follow directions of # FOR 
traffic personnel deployed at all intersections. People are 

requested to plan their joumey in advance and keep sufficient 


Railway Station. 


> From South Delhi: Dhaula Kuan — Vande Matram 
Marg — Panchkuian Road -Outer Circle Connaught Place- 
Chelmsford Road for Paharganj side or Minto Road — 
Bhavbhuti Marg forAjmeri Gate side. 
> From East Delhi: Boulevard Road via ISBT Bridge - Rani 
k Jhansi Flyover -R/A Jhandewalan — D.B. Gupta Road-Sheela 
Cinema Road- Paharganj Bridge and reach New Delhi 


f 
| 
|: 


possible delay. 


INTER ST 
() 


E BU 


'OR OLD DELHI RAILWAY STATION 


# From South Delhi:- Ring Road- Ashram Chowk- 
Sarai Kale Khan-Ring Road — Rajghat-Ring Road-Chowk 
Yamuna Bazar- S.P. Mukherjee Marg-Chhatta Rail-Kauria | 
Bridge and reach Old Delhi Riy. Station. 

Though there will be no restriction for people from North Delhi 
going towards New Delhi Railway Station or Old Delhi Rallway 
Station yet itis advised that they plan their journey in advance 
and take sufficient extra lime to reach their destination to avoid 


Movement of the City Bus Services wil be curtailed at 
the following points:- 1. Park Street/Udyan Marg 2. Aram Bagh 
Road (Pahar Ganj) 3. R/A Kamla Market. 4. Delhi Sachivalaya 
(IG Stadium) 5, Pragati Maidan (Bhairon Road) 6. Hanuman 
Mandir (Yamuna Bazar) 7. Mori Gate 8, ISBT Kashmiri Gate 
9, ISBT Sarai Kale Khan 10. Tis Hazari Court 


Buses from Ghaziabad bound for Shivaji Stadium shall take 


NH-24, Ring Road and terminate at Bhairon Road, 

(Il) Buses coming from NH-24 shall take right turn on Road No. 
56 and terminate at ISBT AnandVihar. 

(1) Buses coming from Ghaziabad side wil be diverted at Mohan 
Nagar towards Bhopra Chungi for Wazirabad Bridge. 

(IV) All Inter State buses coming from Dhaula Kuan side shall 
terminate at Dhaula Kuan. 


Boarding/De-boarding not allo 
From 5.00 AM til 
01.20 


hivalaya 200 Noon 


ሐ No HTV/LGV will be allowed to enter Delhi from borders 


from 2300 hrs on 22.01.2024 till the Parade is over. 
No HTV/LGV will be allowed to ply between I.S.B.T. Sarai Kale 
Khan and L.S B T. Kashmiri Gate on Ring Road from 0730 hrs to 
1830 hrs on 23.01.2024. 


a No TSR and Taxi will be allowed to enter or ply after 


0700hours on 23.01.2024 in the Area bound by:- 
MOTHER TERESA CRESCENT - BABA KHARAK SINGH 
MARG - ASHOKA ROAD UPTO R/A PATEL CHOWK — 
SANSAD MARG UPTO TOLSTOY MARG — TOLSTOY MARG 
UPTO KASTURBA GANDHI MARG — KASTURBA GANDHI 
MARG UPTO FEROZESHAH ROAD - FEROZESHAH ROAD 
UPTO 8/ል MANDI HOUSE — BHAGWAN DASS ROAD — 
MATHURA ROAD — SUBRAMANIAM BHARTI MARG — 
HUMAYUN ROAD — A.P.J ABDUL KALAM MARG — KAMAL 
АТА TURK MARG - KAUTILYA MARG AND SARDAR PATEL 
ROAD (EXCLUDING). 


FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 112 


4.5" ‘020° "020° "e.9 ^ e9 "9.6 ^ 9.6 “exe 


11-2," 1 


= — 
JERES- አ. UC mK 


6 


የፐ 
LED 


CITY 


THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 


MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2024 


PWD To Walk The Talk On FOBs An Orry 


Prepares Maintenance Conditions, To Hire Pvt Firms For Upkeep Of Facilities 


Siddhanta.Mishra 
@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: Public Works De- 
partment (PWD) has prepa- 
red maintenance conditions 
forbetterupkeepof footover- 
bridges (FOB) and pedestri- 
an subways based on which 
private firms are being hired 
tomanage the FOBs. 

Under the responsibiliti- 
es for a management firm, 
mopping and cleaning of the 
bridge orsubway has to bedo- 
ne daily for each FOB, For 
this, brooms, mops, dusters, 
detergents and chemicals ha- 
veto be given outto workers. 

Lately the department 
has faced several issues with 
themaintenanceof thefacili- 
ties. Usually, FOBs and sub- 
waysare untidy notdisabled- 
friendly and poorly lit which 
makes them unsafe. 

“Fortnightly — photog- 
raphs of the internal surface 
and floor cleaning of FOBs 
shall be submitted by the 
agency" the special condi- 
tions say According to PWD, 
these guidelines have been 
included in the terms of the 
contract for maintenance of 
all FOBs and subways on 
Outer Ring Road. Minor re- 
pair work will be carried out 
under a tender issued by 
thedepartment. 

ፐከ FOBs will have to get 


"If on verification, the le- 
velof cleanliness is not found 
to be uptothe mark, thenade- 
duction shall be made for the 
entire distance between no- 
deson either side of defective 
stretch/FOB. In this regard, 
the decision of the engineer 
incharge shall be final” 
PWD has said. The compre- 
hensive maintenance plan sa- 
ys that a minimum of one at- 
tendant sweeper in uniform 
shall be exclusively deployed 
daily foreach subway/ FOB. A 
50litre capacity of watertank 
shall be placed inside the sub- 
way for storing water too. 

In Dec last year, TOI had 
inspected 16 FOBs and 
found the situation of the 
bridges, especially in south, 
central and east districts to 
be poor and unfriendly to 
people with disabilities and 
senior citizens. 

Last year, PWD minister 
Atishi launched a cleanliness 
drive for pedestrian subways. 
The minister did this after t: 
king over as minister and in- 
spected several subways that 
were in poor condition. 

PWDalsofaced the heat in 
Delhi High Court last month, 
Thecourt said the FOBs were 


“You Aren't Welcome Here: These Foot 
Bridges Couldn’t Scream Any Louder 


| = Ses For елла 


TROUBLE ALONG " 


|| AY 


100 foot overbridges in 
the city are under PWD 
ues 

>Lack of cleanliness 
>Missing grilles, broken steps 
and uncovered roofs 
>Dysfunctional lifts, 
escalators or lights 

> Theft of electrical items 


| 
Foot Overbridges “ሠራ 


acomplete wash oncea week. 
If officials findoutthatthefa- 
cility is not clean, then the 
contractors will have to com- 


‘The loose materials from 
the subway/FOB premises, 
including entry and exit po- 


handorvacuumcleanersand 
cleaning of litter bins to keep. 
it neatand clean ona regular 
basis will bea partof routine 


in such a "pathetic condi 
tion" that even a healthy per- 
son wouldn't be able to u: 
themandorderedrepairover 


pensate for that as well, the ints, shall be removed by maintenance. 100 FOBs immediately. 


Bhavye, Family & 
SH. SURINDER MOHAN BHATIA چ‎ 
22nd January, 2022 in ка 
It has been Two Years Since you left for your Heavenly Abode SERE 
"Your Life was a blessing To place an Obituary 
announcement 


— Fondly remembered by: ————+ 


Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com 
To book your ай | o, Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free) 


NG HOMAGETO THE DEPARTED SOUL 


IN MEMORIAM 


CELEBRATING THE 
LIFE OF 


SHRI JAWAHER LAL 
WANGU 
27.03.1936 - 15.01.2024 


Founder 
Phar 


at Wang 
ticals and 
Chemicals 


Prayer Meeting to be 
held on Wednesday, 
January 24, 2024 from 
430-530 pm 
at Chinmaya Mission, 
Lodhi Road, Delhi 


Loved and 


Remembered by 

Jaideep-Kalpana, 

Anuradha, Divye- 
m 


Lavan su-Asavari, 


Your Memories are a Treasure 
You are loved beyond words 
Missed beyond measure" 


‘or Remembrance ad 


Bhatia Family 


REMEMBRANCE 


ል 
SANTOSH DESAI 

In the me- 
dia-saturat- 
ed times we 
live in, we all 
struggle to 
find alcoves 
of sanity, One 
way of doing so is by avoid- 
ing being exposed to things 
that we know will seriously 
damage our mental equip- 
ment. TV news channels, for 
example, need to be avoided 
with deliberate intent and 
firm resolve. In recent times, 
another strange apparition 
has been haunting us wher- 
ever we might be—this new 
concept called Огу For 
those who haven't heard of 
him, first congratulations 
and second, you have missed 
absolutely nothing. 

For weeks, 1 made a de- 
termined and altogether 
successful attempt to avoid 
reading anything about him. I 
was aware of the presence of 
this phenomenon but evaded 
any meaningful contact with 
it. Till one day, the inevita- 
ble happened: lured by some 
snippets from an interview 
where he talked about creat- 
ing a ‘relevance room’ where 
three other Orrys hashed out 
a strategy for keeping him 
relevant, 1 succumbed and 
watched his entire interview 
with Karan Johar, 

Brand Orry, for that is 
what he refers to himself 
is everywhere, having first 
materialised on our screens 
as a piece of wet Velcro stuck 
on the arm of some under 
fed film star kid or the oth. 
er. Soon, it proliferated and 
infected every part of our 
media ecosystem. There was 
absolutely no reason why 
one should be interested in 
Orry (or Orindranath Chat- 
topadhyaya, as he is known 
in some circles), for the brand 
has done nothing remotely 
worthwhile, not even being 
pin-up material, nor thankful 
ly having released a sex tape, 
the mandatory requirements 
for brands of this kind. 

What makes the brand 
tick? He represents a form of 
radical honesty about all our 
digital pretensions. He openly 
and unashamedly plans every 
appearance, is exceedingly 
selfaware about the impor- 
tance of being seen with the 
right people, has no qualms 
about being in it entirely for 
himself, and reacts with hor- 
ror to the idea that he might 
be setting up an Orry acade- 
my or institution (a branding 


State Of Affairs? 


decision of grave import that 
he has not yet made) to help 
others build brands, Absolute- 
ly not—the very idea! 

Everything that we se- 
cretly want to do by way of 
self-promotion but are a lit- 
tle embarrassed about—all 
the meaningless things that 
catch our fancy as we scroll 
through the day like zom- 
bies—is put in the shade by 
the utter meaninglessness of 
Orry’s (make that Orinder 
Singh Ghumman) existence. 
And we can't have enough 
of it. He has not forced him- 
self into our attention; it is 
we who have forced him into 
ours. He manifests what is 
lurking behind our obsession 
with social media—nothing 
that leaves any residue. 

The very idea of attention 
is mocked by his existence. 
The fact that we can be led to 
celebrate anything, particu- 
larly when it is empty, has nev- 
er become more evident than 
in the way in which we lionise 


This is the world where a fashion faux pas 


immunise them from whatev- 
er they might confess to. Orry 
(Oryaman Jha on weekdays) 
is, of course, small potatoes 
in his ambition, but struc- 
turall there are similari- 
ties. Both tell us what they 
are doing while they are do- 
ing it; both have no time for 
pretend-humility. And both 
show us up for who we are for 
showing interest in them. 
And that is perhaps 
the key Every time we talk 
about Orry (Orivansh Kumar 
Shrivastava, as per school 
records), whether with mute 
devotion, bemused interest, 
scathing disdain, or pedantic 
analysis, we validate а cer- 
tain view of the world and 
we expose our own selves, We 
have always been fascinated 
with the trivial; the world of 
gossip and paparazzi thrives 
on the magnification of the 
inconsequential. ‘This is the 
world where a fashion faux 
pas is bigger news than the 
assassination of a president. 


is bigger news than the assassination of a 
president. But this phenomenon is not merely 
about the glorification of the trivial, for even 
the trivial in structure has some substance 


Orry (Oryaveer Pratap Singh, 
in Chinatown). We follow him 
as he goes about in a blaze 
of emptiness, squeezing all 
meaning out of the very idea 
of what is attention-worthy. 

Marshall McLuhan once 
referred to the lightbulb as a 
‘medium without a messag 
but that is because Orry (Or 
rinakulam Venkatswamy for 
the uninitiated) was not born 
then. In a world that appar- 
ently runs on content, he 
has liberated himself from 
his content having any. To be 
sure, he creates a lot of mate- 
rial, but it is all about himself, 
which in turn is about noth 
ing. He is not known for an- 
ything, although, of course, 
he is famously a liver, again 
a description redolent with 
masterful banality When 
asked what he does, his re- 
ply—my best. The perfect an- 
swer, a superlative shorn of 
any meaning. Nothing but the 
best for our Orry (Orgobind 
Khurana to friends). 

The narcissism is de 
liberate and strategic. In a 
somewhat indirect way, this 
phenomenon has some con 
nection with that of Donald 
‘Trump. Both are equally inex: 
plicable, and both thrive on a 
form of honesty that seems to 


But this phenomenon is not 
merely about the glorification 
of the trivial, for even the 
trivial in structure has some 
substance. A famous per- 
son at a public event letting 
themselves down in the eyes 
of a certain kind of audience 
by wearing the wrong dress 
is something we can under- 
stand, even if we don't agree 
with its classification as 
news, But nothing that Orry 
(Orobindo Mohanty in times 
of distress) does even comes 
up to that minimum stand. 
ard; there is no earthly reason 
to think about him, let alone 
write a 1000-word piece in a 
newspaper, but here we are. 
‘The phenomenon will die, 
as it has to, Those are the rules 
of the game, and he knows 
them, He is even planning his 
own demise, as he put it in the 
Karan Johar interview. And 
while the comeback he is plot- 
ting in his relevance room’ 
with three other Orrys may or 
may not happen, and whether 
or not the doppelgangers he 
sends to fill in for him at fune. 
tions he cannot attend still 
havea job or not, we have a lot. 
to learn from Orry (you could 
also call him Orhan Awatram: 
ani). About ourselves, 
sanitosh365(axgmail.com 
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‘Cruelty’ can’t be sole ground 
for denying maintenance: HC 


‘Times News NETWORK 


New Delhi: Delhi High Court 
has clarified that the findings 
of cruelty againsta wife in di 
vorce proceedings cannot be 
the sole ground to deny her 
maintenance under the Do- 
mestic Violence Act, 2005. 

Thehighcourt'srecentor- 
der stressed the independent 
nature of maintenance cla 
ims under the Act and under- 
scored theimportanceof con: 
sidering each legal provision 
in its specific context. 

It also observed that a re- 
vision petition could be filed 
with the high court against 
an order passed by the ses 
sions court in appeal under 
Section 29 of the Domestic 
Violence Act, when the gro- 
undof cruelty alone has been 
invoked to argue that an est- 
ranged wife can be denied 
maintenance. 

‘The ruling came in re- 
sponse toa woman's plea aga- 
inst a sessions court order 
that set aside a magistrate's 
order directing the husband 
topay her Rs1lakh per month 


The court's recent order 
stressed the independent 
nature of maintenance 
claims under the Act and 
underscored the impor- 
tance of considering each 
legal provision in its 
specific context 


towards maintenance and 
compensation. 

‘The case involvesa mari 
age that took place in 1991, 
where a child was born the 
same year. However, over the 
next decade and a half, the 
union soured, leading her to 
filea complaint under the Do- 
mestic Violence Act in 2009. 

Headway was made when 
they reached a settlement ag- 
reement after the court refer- 
red the matter for mediation. 
Themagistrate'sorder, which 
held that the wife had suffe- 
red domestic violence at the 
hands of the husband, was, 
however, challenged by him 
before the sessions court. 

Thesessionscourt reman- 


ded the matter back to the tri- 
al court for a de novo trial, 
without fixing any interim 
maintenance to be paid to the 
Wife, resulting in the wife 
approaching the high court 
for further and specific relief. 

‘The high court held that 
the writ petition filed by the 
wife was maintainable and 
directed the husband to 
pay a monthly sum of Rs 
50,000 as interim maintenan- 
ce from Dec 16, 2009, until 
Nov 01, 2019. 

The court noted that the 
sessions court's decision to 
remand the case without fix- 
inginterim maintenance was 
unjustified and lacked reaso- 
ning. Itdirected that theappe- 
al bedecided based on thema- 
terialon record, and said that 
the parties will have the liber- 
tytoleadadditionalevidence, 
taking into account any 
change in circumstances af: 
ter 2019-20. 

The court brushed aside 
the argument of the husband 
that she is not entitled to any 
maintenance since there are 
proven grounds of cruelty. 
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SHARING MEMORIES To place 
an Obituary TI M E S 
In Loving Memory of SAD DEMISE announcement 
MRS. ACHLA KHANNA or Remembrance 
(1997 - 1988) 
With profound grief 
Mom... we inform the sad demise of 


IN LOVING 
MEMORY 


36 years ago you left us, 
you laid the foundation 
of our lives so strongly & 
showered unselfish love. 
Wish you were around to see the seeds you 
sowed blossom today. 


In loving memory of 
SMT. SHASHI BALA 
(02.02.1945-22.01.2021) 


You live every moment 
in our heart May your 
soul rest in peace. 
Fondly remembered by 
Avnish Chand(Husband) 
Manjula & Amit (Daughter & Son-in-law) 
Amolika & Dhara (Grand Daughters) 


CHANCHAL CHOPRA 


17071935 20.01.2024 


Prayer Meeting 
will be held on 
Tuesday 23rd January 
from 3.30-4.30pm at 
Arya Samaj Mandir, 
Greater Kailash 2. 


In Grief 

CHOPRAS | KHANNAS 

CHAWLAS | BATRAS 
KATARIAS 


Rajni Prasad 
1949-2024 
ከ with great sorrow that 
we inform you of the 
passing away of our 
beloved Smt Rajni Prasad 
‘on January 17, 2024. 
Terahvi will be on 
January 29 from 1 pm at 


Tots afte S10 e209 


ent on specified obit pages only This rate benefit is extended up till 
320 sq cm only. ቅ #4 Full run includes Delhi City + NCR (Including 
+ Noida) + Chandigarh + Western U.P. + Uttarakhand > TOI Capital 
NCR) Includes TOI Gurgaon & TOI Noida. 
To place an Obituary announcement or 
Remembrance message please call 


Vinod: 9958992088 
Pankaj: 8130604727 


WITH A HEAVY HEART WE INFORM YOU ABOUT THE 
‘PASSING OF OUR BELOVED 


MRS. SUDERSHAN JUNEJA 
WIFE OF LATE вд SL JUNEJA 
PRAYER MEET WILL BE HELD ON 


sub JANUARY, TUESDAY 
EON 


чоону ROAD, NEW DELHI. 


Ano rab ano FEEDS 


— 


BRING HOME | 
‘NEW MEAR INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS x 


BONANZA THIS NEW YEAR FROM PRESTIGE 
“Offer Valid from 23'? Dec 2023 to 28" Jan 2024. 


Cook Efficiently with 
India’s only Automatic Whistle 
Counter Induction Cooktops 


FLIP-ON 

ON Buy any Induction Cooktop with Whistle 
Counter Q unit) Get 15% Discount and 
3500.00 Off on MRP for Nakshatra Essential 


Svachh Stainless Steel Pressure Cooker (5L) (1 unit) 


Buy any Flip-on Tri-ply Pressure (3L 8 above) (1 unit) 
and Get Omega Deluxe Granite Twin Pack (1Set) 3 
worth 12 150.00 FREE Revolutionary 


(Concave Tawa 25 cm (1 unit) and Fry Pan 20 cm (1 unit) 
Offer also applicable on the purchase of Tri-ply Outer-lid and Easy Clean Design 


Inner-lid series (3L & above). 


All In One 
Mixer Grinder with 
14 Functionalities 


Buy any Svachh™ Glass Top Gas Stove (1 unit) 


Get 1555 Discount on MRP and 
4 OR Get Xpress Induction Cooktop worth 12 895.00 
7 (unit) FREE 


Presenting 
India's First 


Chimney with scd 
Safe Sense Controlled e 
Technology™ sa Chet di 
for automatic smoke 

and gas leak detection 


Buy Oscar Safesense Chimney (1 unit) 
Get 30% Discount on MRP and Get 
Royale Plus Glass Top Gas Stove (3B) 
worth ፻12 395.00 (1 unit) FREE 


Buy Endura Pro Mixer Grinder (1 unit) Get 25% Discount on MRP 
and Get Sandwich Maker worth t1 795.00 (1 unit) FREE 
Offer also applicable on Endura 3, 4, 6 Jar Mixer Grinder & Delight Pro Mixer Grinders. 


Omega Deluxe Granite Cookware Set, India’s First 5-layered Durable Non-stick < 2 


Buy Omega Deluxe Granite 4Pc Cookware (1 set) 
Get 20% Discount on MRP and Get Nakshatra Plus 
Svachh Aluminium Pressure Cooker (3L) worth 1 650.00 (1 unit) FREE 


*Conditions apply. The prices stated above represent the MRP of the product (inclusive of all taxes). Discounts are offered on MRP only. No two offers can be clubbed 
together. Offers on select models until stocks last at select stores only. Omega Deluxe Granite 4 Pc Cookware (1 set) consists of Fry Pan - 24 cm (1 unit), Kadai - 24 cm 


LJ 
with Glass Lid (1 unit), Omni Tawa - 28 cm (1 unit) and Milk Pan - 16 cm with Glass Lid (1 unit). Offers are not valid in the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Presti 
Pradesh, Telangana, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat only. Prestige" Logo is the registered trademark of TTK Prestige Limited in India. For detailed terms and conditions, 


visit your nearest Prestige Xclusive / Dealer outlet or visit our website https://shop.ttkprestige.com/new-year-offer-tc 


^ 
You PRESTIGE XPERT Skop ólina ca 
መ Ep pere tk jo መው e кше pyaar, A 


CUSTOMER CARE NO 
080-6000 4411 Follow ‘TTK Prestige’ on | 


Pitampura: Keshavpuram Zone, Plot No 11, Kapil Vihar, Kohat Enclave, Pitampura, 110034, Ph: 8050043843; Lajpat Nagar: J-39, Lajpat Nagar - li, Near Home Saaz, Ph: 46118989, 40593939; Karol Bagh: G-2, Namdhari Chambers, 9/54, D.B. Gupta Road, 
Ph: 23528261; Mehrauli: 1088/8, Ward No. 1, Near Mehrauli Bus Stand, Near Axis Bank, Ph: 9350913642; Janakpuri: C-2/C/180, Pkt 12, Next To Janak Shoes, Near Central School, Ph: 9873628285, 42433544. 

‘South Delhi:- Gk: Mahindra Dept. Store, Ph: 9811328667; Lajpat Nagar: National Bartan. Ph: 9810033889; Taneja Croc. . Ph: 9818337978; Amba Crockery. Ph: 9891484845; Bahl Enterprise, Ph: 9810534274; Kalka: New Gulati Gen Store, Ph: 9871188096; Om Steel, Ph: 9999037227; Какай 
Stool, Ph: 9810093625; Suresh & Sons, Ph: 9999363627; Madangir: Soni Light House, Ph: 9810095353; Impress Traders, Ph: 9999406442: Mehrauli: R.P. Goyal. Ph: 9958012599; Yusuf Sarai: Laxmi Crockery. Ph: 9910380382; Sumit Croc. . Ph: 9911255651; N.G Kitchen, Ph: 9899660450; Bhogal: Jain Bartan Bhandar. 
Ph: 9311177403; Veena Group, Ph: 7838311850; Dawar & Co. , Ph: 9891596974; Shri Balaji Kitchenware, Ph: 9811767620; Sarojini Nagar: Punjab Bartan, Ph: 9810131029; MLK Enterprises, Ph: 9811783283; ina: Happy Home, Ph: 8800676757; P.K Electricals, Ph: 9811232998; Plastic World, Ph: 9266362487; А-1 
House, Ph: 9891055450; Malviya Nagar: Himani Kitchenware, Ph: 9999171045; Verma Horne App. , Ph: 9818128812; A.G Enterprises, Ph: 9315240023; Kotla: Bhagwan Das, Ph: 9899445444; Kalu Ram, Ph: 9818875530; Badarpur: Vinod Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9999270084; Bindal гоп Store, Ph: 9654579696; Amar 
Colony: Priya Plastic, Ph: 9810125739; Munirika : Gupta Kitchen, Ph: 9818029994; Shri Hari Kitchen, Ph: 965406681 4: Deval: Kesav Sanitation, Ph: 9582676009; R.K Puram: Ravi Electricals, Ph: 9810786174; West Delhi:- Dwarka: Shree Balaji Traders, Ph: 9311556966; Paradise Kitchen, Ph: 9971383842; A.K Kitchen, 
Ph: 9560924800; Mittal Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 8920606870; Kakrola Mod: Puran Store, Ph: 9958180583; Moti Nagar: Ahuja Bartan, Ph: 9810038030; Bhutani Bartan, Ph: 9212157389: Paschim Vihar: Mayur Emp. , Ph: 9811358550; Punjabi Bagh: The Kitchen Expert, Ph: 9910064642; Rani Bagh: Bharat Bartan, 
Ph: 9312237582; Gurunanak Bartan, Ph: 9891252128: Sewa Gift, Ph: 98991851 15; Nagpal Gift, Ph: 81782401 18; Tilak Nagar: Prem Light, Ph: 9811373655; Renu Steel, Ph: 9312204078; Preet Kitchen, Ph: 9213510686; S K. Refrigeration, Ph: 8860302383; Malhotra Gift, Ph: 9810646782; Uttam Nagar: Shree Anand 
Bartan, Ph: 8851147171; Aggrawal Trunk House, Ph: 9643452621; Jain Electronics, Ph: 9810584442; Shiv Light, Ph: 9212280515; Najafgarh: Jain Electric, Ph: 9716287099; Mahaveer Enclave: Shree Radhey Kitchenware, Ph: 9350562319; Jain Polyplast, Ph: 9811064552; Rajapuri: Shop For All, Ph: 9717744915; 
Raghuvir Nagar: Prince Megamart, Ph: 9810714985; Jagan Intemational, Ph: 9599396885; Palam: Bhardwaj Bartan, Ph: 9810136860; Kaira Electricals, Ph: 9810372422: North Delhi:- Nangloi: Laxmi Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9310219573; Wazirpur: Ashoka Steel, Ph: 9810029736; Singhla Steel, Ph; 9999997634; A.K.R. 
Stainless Steel, Ph: 9971441201; Steel India, Ph: 9810901688; Chawla Brothers, Ph: 9811391444; Jinendar Utensils, Ph: 9871587781; Aggarwal Bartan, Ph: 9999966650; Arora Steel, Ph: 8920731418; Goyal Intemational, Ph: 9810029308; Vivanta Kitchen Hub, Ph: 8585956118; Burari: Shri Balaji Bartan, 
Ph: 9899904965; Jr Mart, Ph: 7011137350; Sandeep Kitchen, Ph: 9818122838; Sona Bartan. Ph: 9818728272; Kamla Nagar: Ramnath 5989. Ph: 9811057086; Laxmi Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9891614604; Kingsways Camp: Kitchen Corporation, Ph: 9868893612; A.A.A Enterprises, Ph: 9990453198; Hari Chand. 
Ph: 8860165646; Jagdamba Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 8800906636; Rohini: Gupta Electricals, Ph: 9810594571; Ambey Bartan. Ph: 9990691369: Sbr Ent (Sec 6) . Ph: 9891045084; Garg Electrical, Ph: 8750619223; Goel Bartan Bhandar (Sec -17) . Ph: 9811915413; Anand Electrical, Ph: 9818388804; K.K Bansal 
Ph: 9312277127; Budh Vihar: Neelkanth Metal Trading, Ph: 9213502696; Adarsh Nagar: Hari Om. Ph: 9210048483; Кіа: Garg Bartan Bhandar & Co. . Ph: 9555533342; Garg Bartan Store, Ph: 9013870501; Манна: Anand Prakash & Sons, Ph:9350169836; Hindustan Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9811522409. Central Del 
Deputy Ganj: Hind Trading Со. . Ph: 9953022069; Gandhi Steel Center. Ph: 9810296531; Homeways, Ph: 9810447676; Kitchen Palace, Ph: 8527968856; Muskan Trader , Ph: 8528894747; Jinendra Bartan. Ph: 9873232748; Karol Bagh: Jain Bartan Store, Ph:9953991851; Bhasin Appliances, Ph: 9871735990; Vani 
Enterprises, Ph: 8953241661; Tamilnadu Store, Ph: 9811596789; Sadar Bazar: Anand Agencies, Ph: 9811026992; Khanna Sales, Ph: 9811961889; Annapurna Steel, Ph: 9999092395; Sai Baba, Ph: 9315151979; Subash Sales, Ph: 9999193627; Bishan Chand Jain, Ph: 9971300263; Pradeep Cabil, Ph: 7838505742; 
Harminder Singh & Sons, Ph: 9811376777; Vishal Vastu Bhandar, Ph: 9911223393; Sethi Industries, Ph: 9311184373; Bhagirath Palace: Hira Electrical, Ph: 9811025226; Kailash Electronic Traders, Ph: 9811091641; Paharganj: Dinesh Crockery, Ph: 9899959606; Narula Crockery House, Ph: 8851433065; Patel Nagar: 
Gripex Crockery, Ph: 9810920061; Sanjay Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 79820081 18; Yadav Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9958689498; Thakur Enterprises, Ph: 9953986154: Darya Ganj: Kapson Electronic, Ph: 9891007771; Chandni Chowk: Punjab Stainless Steel, Ph: 9810110661; East Delhi:- Patparganj: Bharat Bartan, Ph: 9810188837; 
Surya Home Appliances, Ph: 9871985617; Shahadra: B.K & Sons, Ph: 9213966081; Garg Traders, Ph: 9810872275; Gupta Bartan, Ph: 9213130327; Rohtash Nagar: Aggarwal Dept. Store, Ph: 9555649555; Aggarwal Bartan, Ph: 9311522222; Loni Road: Vashisht Dhatu, Ph: 9810177101, Ph: Mandoli Road: Balaji Bartan, 
Ph: 9810530392; Jheel: Khurana Bartan, Ph: 9650020497; Solanki Ind. , Ph: 9999374274; Madaan Appliances, Ph: 8800615757; Mayurvihar fi: 83:58 Traders, Ph: 9818776132; Joharipur Shiv Shakti Traders, Ph: 9654280371; Laxmi Nagar: Gupta Bartan, Ph: 7982915621, G.K Traders , Ph:9210818163, Manya Space, 
Ph: 9891599237, Kondali: Jagdambey Store, Ph: 9582437922, Anand Store, Ph: 9899095515, Bansal Traders, Ph: 9810738025 Dilshad Garden: Shanti Trading , Ph:22355625, Nice Crockery, Ph: 9312052264, Giriraj Kitchen, Ph: 8368411592, Madhu Vihar: Tip-Top, Ph: 991 1056395, Classic Kitchen, Ph: 8595817166, 
Ekta Kitchen, Ph: 9990272506, Shakkarpur: Ankush Home App. , Ph: 9911363659 Preet Vihar: Pooja Enterprises, Ph: 8510068066, Bhajanpura; Jain Bartan, Ph: 9717026169; Faridabad: Guru Kirpa Bartan Bhandar- 1 No. Market, Ph: 9899210627; Faridabad, Mata Rani Ki Dukan, Ph: 9899035025; Vinod Bartan & General 
Store, Ph: 9953402661; Chawla Handllom, Ph: 9953492200; Old Faridabad Sadhna Bartan, Ph: 8178229003; Tirlok Chand Dharam Vir, Ph: 981801742; Jindal Kitcheneware, Ph: 9899450035; Nit 1, Krishan Lal Sanjeev Kumar, Ph: 9990123073; Ganaesh Bartan, Ph: 9999855557; Ballabgarh Devi Charan Mukut Lal, 
Ph: 9811752021; Amit Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9711505015; Singla Bartan Store, Ph: 9716793333; Jidal Metal Store, Ph: 9873053163; Mittal Electronics & Bartan Store, Ph: 9899984783; Jain Electronics & Home Appliances, Ph: 9899022415; Nit 5 Priya Bartan Bhandar, Ph: 9899858757; Gupta Showroom, Ph: 9818443672; 
‘Sharma Kirana Store, Ph: 9810749920; Sharma Watch Co.. Ph: 9810989767; Value Mart, Ph: 9873333039; Pradeep Crockery House, Ph: 9810805020. Regional Service Centre: - House 63/12 8-1 Opp. K.L J. House Rama Road Industrial Area Near Kirti Nagar Metro Station. 
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Upgraded Sports Injury Centre 
To Bring Athletes Back In Shape 


Ultra-Modern, Yet Affordable: Underwater Treadmill, Hydrotherapy, And More 


Anuja.Jaiswal @timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: The newly-upgra- 
ded sports injury centre at Saf- 
darjung Hospital will offer 
sportspersons and athletes sta- 


te-of-the-art treatment, inclu- 
dingrehabilitationinhydrothe. | L9 acres 
гару pooland underwater tread- 

mills, to bring them back in sha- | The centre has 
pe. The facility may especially | nine floors, three 
benefit those who cannot afford | basements with 


expensive private hospitals. 

Spread over 1.8 acres, the new 
building was inauguratedon Jan 
80:18 year and will be fully opera- 
tional by the end of this month. 
The initial deadline for the buil- 
ding's completion was 2020, but 
was pushed due to the pandemic. 

The sports injury centre has 
high-end equipment for water- 
based exercises that speed up re- 
covery and help the muscles re 
lax. There isalsoa high-tech gym 
with advanced equipment and 
exercises for individual muscles 
as well as an underwater tread- 
mill for reducing swelling while 
improving strength and flexibi- 
lity, Also, the isokinetic testing 
system allows easy monitoring 
of the patient’s progress. 

Dr Deepak Joshi, director of 
the sports injury centre, said as 
the facilities are available in a 
government set-up, players who 
come from rural areas and can't 
afford treatment at private ho- 
spitals will be able to avail the 
best treatment. 

“Multiple specialists аге 
working under one roof to pro- 
videcomprehensivecareto inju- 
red sportspersons, This inclu- 


des sports medicine, rehabilita- 
tion experts, physiotherapists, 
anaesthetists and orthopaedic 


surgeons, They specialise inma- 
nagementof sports injuries and 
keyhole surgeries," he said. 

He added treatment for vario. 
us sports injuries like runner's 
knee, which is generally associa 
ted with running, tennis elbow, 
broken bone, torn ligament, and 
ankle, spinal and neck injuri 
will be available at the centre. Al- 
so, stress injuries which arenot vi 
sibleon X-rays will also be treated. 


GAME ON 


The Sports Injury Centre 
is spread over 


automated car parking ||| 


3483-crore 


project was approved by 
health ministry in 2019 


> Initial deadline of 
completion was 2020 


> Inaugurated on January 8 


“Asmall clinic wa 
1997 in the main orthopaedics 
department, which became a 
unit. A sepa 
sports injuries wa 
in 2008, which was the first 
among all government and pri- 
vateset-upsin thecountry. Butit 
es was inaugurated only in 2010," 
Dr Joshi 
operative part 
scale at the time and rehabilita- 


FACILITIES AT NEW BUILDING 
ው Highly specialised strength 
and cardio gym 

> Anti-gravity treadmill 

> Individual muscle testing 
and training equipment 

> Biofeedback and isokinetic 
testing systems 

ው Exercise physiology lab with „ 
hypoxic training system and 
cardiopulmonary testing to 
improve cardiopulmonary fitness 
> Gait analysis system & biomechanical 
lab for injury prevention 

> Nutritionist, sports 

psychologist for holistic care 
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bi 
ais 


Sit 


startedin tionwa 


te department for 
constituted 


an individual 


id, adding that the 
as on a lower 


of a patient's 


ata basic level. 

Now, however, there is more 
advancedequipment at the cent. 
re, “We have a gait analysis sy 
stem, also known as walking or 
motion analysis 
hensive evaluation of the way 

an 
is helps identify the soure 
cle, nerve or skeletal pro. 
blems and discover the sour 
pain while stan- 


potential ri 


fied b 
tern: 
ed to the body. 


a compre- ly: 


sand walk: 
o 


dingor walking," hesaid. 
There is also a biomechanics 
lab aimed at prevention, where 
isk factors for muscu- 
loskeletal injuries can be identi- 
ingmovement pat 

and external forces appli. 


The centre aims to provide 
comprehensive care to athletes 
andsportspersonsunderoneroof, 
whether it is OPD, IPD, operation 


Photos: Sanjeev Rastogi 


(CAPACITY INCREASED 
Bed strength from 


42 to 157 


Operation theatres from 


3to7 


theatre or post-operative care. 

At present, about 350-400 pa- 
tients visit the OPD every day 
‘The footfall is likely to double in 
the coming months, according 
to officials. The number of beds 
has been increased from 42 to 
including 122 IPD, eight ICU, 
24 pre- and post-operative and 
three inemergency. Thenumber 
of operation theatres has gone 
upfrom three to seven. 
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Long arm of law catches 
up with ‘Bengali Baba’ 


Times News NETWORK 


New Delhi: A few yearsago,a"Bengali 
Baba” had become quite popular 
among the young folks on South Cam. 
pus. He sold “hypnotic necklaces and 
pendants” to boys, promising them 
that it would make girls fall in love 
with them, 

Studentseven dubbed him the "Love. 
Guru". The man uttered "magic words" 
while blowing into beads, which he sold 
to people tosolve their family, financial, 
college and office problems. 

Emboldened by his growing popu- 
larity, he began giving ads in newspa: 
pers. The man also rented an office in 
Green Park for Rs 30,000 per month. 

radually, he switched to solving issu- 
es related to extra marital affairs and 
charged anything between Rs5,100and 
Rs 2.5 lakh, depending on the profile 
and desperation of the customer, 

“He used to tell people that he wo: 
uld perform special rituals that would 
solve their problems in 21 or 51 da, 
The more the number of days, the hi; 
her the charges. He would supposedly 
perform the rituals alone. Later, he wo: 
uld download photos of rituals from 
the internet, crop them and send them 
toclients," saida senior cop. 

The client would transfer the mo 
ney after seeing the pictures 


In2018, police booked him for fraud, 
forcing him to go underground, “In 
this case, he duped a person of Rs 2.5 
lakh but failed to deliver the result, 
The victim later filed acomplaint," ће 
officer said. 

He then began to appear at random 
places carrying out the same shenani- 
gans. Another case was registered aga- 
inst him in 2022, and a court declared 
himanabsconder. 

‘The cops have finally managed to 

trace the “baba”, identified as Moham. 
mad Haroon, 
The suspect was arrested by a te- 
amledby ACP Garima Tiwari and sub- 
inspector Sunder Yogi,” said DCP (80 
uthwest) Rohit Meena. 

During interrogation, Haroon re- 
vealed that he was a small-time scrap 
dealer before Covid and later began 
an office boy. 

“He had come into contact with 
another fraud who also masqueraded 
as ‘Bengali Baba’ and started working 
for him. One day, the senior godman 
mysteriously vanished and he took his 
place. He began duping people usingsi- 
milar tactics after learning the tricks 
from his master,” said a senior officer. 

Theofficerfurtheradded that if his 
victims refused to send him more mo 
ney, he used to threaten to kill their fa 
mily members. 


Man died after made to wait for Ох Мама! 2 stab man repeatedly, tie his leg to a bike and drag him for 500m 


New Delhi: AAP Rajya Sabha member 
Swati Maliwal on Sunday alleged that a 
DCW member's father died at a Delhi go- 
vernment-run hospital after being denied 
oxygen support for over 20 minutes. 

Maliwal has called for strict action ag 
inst hospital authorities. Health minister 
Saurabh Bharadwaj assured that strict ac- 
tion will be takenagainst those found guilty. 

‘The incident comes weeks after a man 
succumbed to his injuries when four ho- 
spitals, including three Delhi government 
ones, denied him admission, 

GTB Hospital was among the hospitals 
that had allegedly turned away the patient 
on January3.A show cause notice was sent 
tothe hospital's medical directorand direc- 


tions were issued to all state-run hospitals 
to not turn away patients in any scenario. 

Maliwal posted on X, “If a woman who 
has fought for the rights of others for the 
past 9 years is treated like this, what will 
happen tocommon people. Request @Sau- 
rabh_MLAgk to ensure strict action aga 
inst the doctor authorities!” she said. 

Responding to Maliwal's allegations, 
Bharadwaj said, “We will enquire into 
this and strict action will be recommen: 
ded against those found guilty. Will be is- 
suing instructions to the Secretary, He- 
alth to visit one hospital every working 
day and submit an action taken report for 
each hospital. These negligences cannot 
be tolerated,” the minister said. en 


Avishek.Kumar@timesgroup.com 


Noida: A 50-year-old e-rickshaw driver 
was stabbed multiple times in the abdo- 
men and then dragged for around 1,500 
metres by two men who tied his right 
leg to their motorcycle in Sector 49 on 
Saturday night. 

‘The two accused — Anuj Kumar (30) 
of Bulandshahr and Nitin Besla (25) 
from Barola — stopped their bike out 
side the local police outpost and surren- 
dered before the cops present there. 

Blood oozing out of the wounds, 
Mehdi Hasan was still gasping for 
breath, He was rushed to a hospital, 


where he died during treatment. 

Additional DCP Manish Mishra said 
the attack on Hasan was the fallout of an 
oldrivalry. “He wason his way back home 
when the two confronted him around 
9pm. There was an argument, which es- 
calated into a fight. Anuj pulled out a 
knife from his pocket and stabbed Hasan 
intheabdomen several times,” he added. 

Their rage not satiated yet, the two 
tied Hasan's right leg to the carrier of 
their Hero Splendor and started drag: 
ginghimon the road. A5-minuteclip up- 
loaded on social media showed Anuj rid- 
ing the bike and Nitin sitting pillion as 
Hasan is dragged. 
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У Dr BHASKAR BALAKRISHNAN 


IFS (Retd Ambassador) 


22-09-1947--21-01-2024 
Passed away peacefully 


Deeply mourned by 
Shobhana Balakrishnan (wife) 
Prashant Nair (son) 
Dr Nithya Nair (daughter) 
and by family members, friends & colleagues 


Cremation at 11 am on Tuesday, 23 January 2024 


958992088 & Pankaj : 8130604727 


By the time the two stopped outside 
the Barola police outpost, Hasan wasal- 
most out of breath. Apart from the stab 
injuries, he had suffered scratches and 
bruiseson his body from the dragging. 

Police said there had been animosity 
between the families of Hasan and Anuj 
since 2018. “Hasan had attacked Anuj's 
father and stabbed him as well, leaving 
him grievously injured, Police had then 
registered a case under Section 307 (at. 
tempt to murder) of the IPC and Hasan 
wasarrested. He wasouton bail when he 
was attacked,” Mishra said. 

Originally from Badaun, Hasan had 
been living in Barola for the past eight 


years and driving an e-rickshaw for a liv- 
ing. He is survived by his wife, who works. 
asa domestic staffer, and four children. 

Hasan's wife told TOI he had at- 
tacked Anuj’s father six years ago be 
cause he had made derogatory remarks 
against their daughter. 

“When my husband confronted him, 
Anuj's father abused him too. So, he 
stabbed the elderly man in a fit of rage. 
My husband was in jail for several 
months for attempted murder. Their 
family had been planning to kill him for 
long. So, when he came out on bail, they 
found an opportunity and attacked 
him," she alleged. 


Don't expect immediate respite from fog 


Times News NETWORK 


New Delhi: Safdarjung, the city's 
base weather station, recorded a 
maximum temperature of 158 de. 
grees Celsius on Sunday, five notches 
below normal, against 18.5 degrees 
Celsius loggedaday earlier. At12.7de- 
greesC, Jafarpur recorded the lowest 
maximum temperature in the city. 

While thecity hasseen colder days 
earlier this month, with the lowest 
maximum at Safdarjung fallingto12.5, 
degrees, Sunday was unusually cold 
because the minimum temperature 
was pretty low as well —4.6degreesC, 
three notches below normal, against 
8.5degrees recorded on Saturday. 

While, neither day or night tem- 
perature has fallen to record lows 
this month, the large number of days 
of either very low night or day tem. 
perature has made the winter of (ከ15 
Jan longand bitter so far. 

And. it's hardly over yet. IMD has 
issued an orange alert for ‘cold day" 
conditions and dense fog on Monday 
and Tuesday 

“A layer of fog several hundred 
metres above the surface persisted 
through Sunday, blocking the sun 


COLD TRUTHS THIS JAN 


Tarun Rav 


and causing cooling. Similar condi- 
tions are likely at some places on 
Monday. Dense fog situation too will 
continue id an official at IMD. 
Safdarjung witnessed its first cold 
dayonJanuary4, when the maximum 
temperature dipped to 12.5 degrees. 
Though the base station has seen five 


"cold day' days, isolated parts of the 
city have seen cold day conditions for 
seven days. Five consecutive cold 
waves were recorded from Janua 
to 16 with the minimum temperature 
staying below degrees Celsius. 
“Apart from cold waves and cold 
day spells, Delhi saw dense fog on a 


majority of the days in January so 
far,” said amet official. 

Explaining why extremely cold 
conditions have persisted for so long, 
Kuldeep Srivastava, scientist and 
head of IMD's Regional Weather Fore- 
casting Centre, said, “No active west- 
ern disturbance has impacted the 
plains in this January till now, Usual- 
ly two-three active western disturb- 
ances hit the plains, including Delhi, 
during the month. А western disturb- 
ance would have caused rain and 
cloudiness, and regulated the temper- 
atures, with moderate weather break- 
ingspellsof very cold conditions.” 

Meanwhile, city also saw dense fog 
condition—visibility below 50 metres 
— engulfing the areas around IGI air- 
port thus impacting flight operation. 

Bycontrast toharsh conditions in 
Jan, this Dec was the warmest in six 
years witha mean maximum temper- 
ature of 24 degrees C and an average 
minimum temperature of 8.6 degree 
C. Dec 2023 ended without recording 
any cold day or cold wave day. 

Meanwhile, the air quality con- 
tinues to remain very poor. The air 
quality index (AQD, on a scale of 0 to 
500, was 349 against 329a day earlier. 


Doors of more shelter homes shut for homeless people 


Ridhima.Gupta 
@timesgroup.com 


resident 


New Delhi: Space is shrin 
king for the homeless as Del- 
hi Urban Shelter Improve- 
ment Board (DUSIB) has re- 
moved moreshelters, forcing 
homeless people to live on ro- 
ads in the biting winter. 
DUSIB has now closed five 
shelter homes near Dandi 
Park, adjoining Sant Parma- 


Last 
winter 
had put 


Earli 


nand Hospital Nigambodh DUSIB officials said on the 
Ghatnear Kashmere Gate. condition of anonymity that 

Opposing the move, espe- the six shelter homes that co- 
cially during the chilling win- uld accommodate over 300 pe- 
ter, human rights activists ha- opleareon DDA land. An offi- 


ve written to chief minister 
Arvind Kejrewal, urging him 
tolook into the matter. 


On Saturday, at 11.30 АМ, DUSIBt 


me were asked to vacate the 
place and the DUSIB locked 
thepremises. 


temporary shelters at Dandi 
Park site. 
en removed. DUSIB CEO Ma- 
nish Gupta refused to com- 
ment on the issue. 


cialsaid:"Themainreason we 
have to remove the shelter ho- 
mes is because DDA is asking 


its of the shelter ho- 


month, as partof the 
action plan, DUSIB 
upadditional pagoda 


low they have be- 


tioned in the 
ier speaking to TOI, 


to vacate the land." 


Citingotherreasons men- 


raze the shelter homes, DU- 
SIB said: “The shelter homes 
areclosetothe Yamuna flood- 
plain and are at a risk of (at- 
tacks from) pests like scor- 
pions, rats and other insects. 
Further, during floods, there 
isalsothe possibility of these 
shelter homes getting inun- 
dated,” the official said. 


AN OFFICIAL SAYS 


The shelter homes are close to the Yamuna 
floodplain and are at a risk of (attacks from) pests 
like scorpions, rats and other insects. Further, 
during floods, there is also the possibility of these 
shelter homes getting inundated 


writ petition to 


Supreme Court in M: 
dered a hold-back on 
nal demolition of shel 
the urban homeless 


At the start of 2023, DU- 
SIB'snineshelterhomes were 
demolished. Following this, 


its approval. In October 2023, 
DUSIB submitted a writ peti- 
tion to the court, asking for 
the removal of six shelter ho- 
mes that are around Dandi 


Park, near the Pushta area. 

Questioning the inten- 
tions of DUSIB, human right 
activist Sunil Aledia from 
Centre For Holistic Develop- 
ment said that forcing people 
tobeontheroad inthisbiting 
cold was inhuman. “The 80- 
vernment should have made 
more arrangements to make 
these shelter homes availab- 
le to the homeless. On the 
contrary, officials are plan- 
ningto raze the existing shel- 
terhomes. Mostof the people 
staying at these shelter ho- 
mes work as daily-wage labo- 
rers in nearby places and 
now are on the road. DUSIB 
has to be accountable,” the 
activist said on Sunday. He 
said hehas written tothe CM. 


larch or- 
additio- 
ters for 
without 
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India in general, 
and Ayodhya 

їп particular, 
stand at the cusp 
ofa spiritual 
renaissance, 


poised to 
welcome a surge 
- of pilgrims, 
“scholars and 
tourists alike 


Sarita Shukla 


ndia, known for its rich 
cultural heritage and spiritual 
significance, is often referred 
to as the land of temples. In 
t years, there has been a 
surge in spiritual tourism, which is 
expected to increase further with 
the upcoming construction of the 
Ayodhya temple. With the 'pran 
tha’ ceremony scheduled to 

ary 22, this temple 


me a focal point for pil- 
grims and tourists seeking spiritual 
solace and cultural immersion. 


ON THE SPIRITUAL TRAIL 
rimage Rejuvenation 
and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) 
in 2015 aimed at focusing on de- 
veloping pilgrimage sites across 
India — to boost tou 


the world. Renovation of pilgrim 
sites, development of transporta- 
tion systems — roadways, railways, 
and waterways — generation of 
employment and tourism traffic 
growth were some of the objectives 
of the PRASAD scheme. 


BETTER CONNECTIVITY 
Recent developments in Ayodhya 
are bringing about a new era of 
connectivity, bolstering the city’s 


infrastructure. The new airport, 
Maharishi Valmiki Internation- 
al Airport, provides increased 
travel options, making it e 
for both tourists and 
| to and from the city. The air- 
in Ayodhya is a 6,500 square 
airport terminal capable 
of handling approximately 10 
lakh passengers annually. Airline 
companies have announced p 
to offer services to and from ma- 
jor cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, 
Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, and Ahme 
commodate thou 


intro- 
duction of new trains signify a 
major upgrade in the city's 
rail infrastructure, prom- 


ising efficient and comfortable 
travel experiences. 

These developments not only 
improve Ayı 
but also p: 
tourism, economi 
improved acc 
It marks a pivotal moment in the 
journey towards progress 


and development. 
E 

SURGE IN FOOTFALL 

After the temple is open, 
related development authorities 


and agencies anticipate receiving 

three to five hundred thousand 

visitors daily fora month. 
According to reports, the Uttar 
'radesh Tourism Department re- 
corded 2.36 crore domestic 


2 and 1465 foreign tourists HY Sri Lanka, Nepal, Thailand, 


in the Ayodhya district in 2022, 
making it a remarkable milestone 
with an 8,342.7 per cent yearly in- 
crease in tourism. Manoj Pandey, 
theownerofa guesthous 
shared, ግ 
was more during religious festi- 
vals, but now the city has become 
a global tourist spot. 1 am already 
booked for the next four mont 
He also noted that there 
now more jobs and occu 
opportunities within the city. 


CULTURAL OSMOSIS 


Philippines, 


CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE 


Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, Mon- 
golia, Vietnam and China, Many 
scholars from Asian, Western, and 
European countries working on 
comingtothe 
d study. Ayodhya 
temple heralds a m 
harmony and learning 
transcends religious boundaries. It 
is as attractive a proposition for 
ademicians and scholars as it is for 
tourists and devotees. 


GLOBAL REVERBERATIONS 

The anticipation surrounding the 
Ayodhya temple extends beyond 
Indias borders, garnering inter- 
ional attention and inviting 
spiritual seekers from various 
corners of the world. Ayodhya's 


progress is being watched the world 
over and the recent developments 
and events related to it are poised to 
beaglobal crowd-puller, promoting 
as a destination for spiritual 
tion and learning, 


ingof the Ayodhya temple, it stan: 
at the cusp of a spiritual renai: 


of pilgrims, scholars and tourists 
seeking not just a religious voy- 
age bul 


f spiritual tourism, embracing 
seekers from diverse backgrounds 
and beckoning them to embark on 
a transformative journey of faith, 
culture, and enlightenment. 
Lucknow.Respedit 
@timesgroup.com 


KIRLOSKAR PUMPS 


A Century of Trust, 
Forged in Devotion. 


Witnessing this divine moment, KBL takes pride in supplying pumps for continuous 
Е үле flow and fi ref ghting for ше safety of every devotee. 


KIRLOSKAR BROTHERS LIMITED 
Established 1888 
A Kirloskar Group Company 


Email: marketing @kbl.co.in 
Web: www.kirloskarpumps.com 


Enriching Lives 


Toll Free: 1800 123 4443 
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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


NOTICE INVITING e- TENDER 
AL Infrastructure Development of Wholesale Market at Pandua Sub-Market Yard, 
under the district of Hooghly (Construction of (1) Single Storied 54 Nos. Stall in 4 
Nos. Block, (il) Surface Drain, (i Toilet Block, (iv) RCC Road, (v) Deep Tubewell and 
fw) Electrification Works) vide NIT No, WESAMB/CEO/105/2023-24. Dated: 
09-01-2024 bearing Tender [4- 2024 WBSMB 645080 1. The last date for 
submission of Tender is on 15-02-2028 up to 12 00 Noon. A2. Infrastructure 
Development (Construction of Two Nos. Shed with Allied Works) of Simlapal Sub 
Market Yard under Bankura District vide NIT No. WBSAMIB/CEO/106/2023-24 
Dated-09-01.2024 bearing Tender Id: 2024 WBSMB. 646128 1. The last date for 
submission of Tender is on 15-02-2024 up to 12.00 Noon. АЗ. Improvement of 
Marketing Infrastructure of Gopiballavpur Haat, (Construction af Auction Shed, 8 
Nos. Stall Internal Road) Dist Jnargram vide NIT No. WBSAMB/CEO/107/2023-24 
Dated: 09-01-2024 bearing Tender ld - 2024 WBSMIB 646150 1 The last date for 
submission of Tender is on 15-02-2024 up to 1200 Noon. AA. infrastructure 
Development (Construction of Stall, CC Road, Brick Pavement, Connecting Drain 
and electrification} of Karimpur Krishak Bazar, District Nadia vide NIT No. 
WBSAMB/CEO/108/2023-24 Dated: 03-01-2024 bearing Tender Idi. 
2024 WESMB. 646144. 1. The last date for submission of Tender is on 15-02-2024 
up to 12.00 Noon. AS. infrastructure Development (Construction of (1) 500 MT 
(боомт, (2) Vegetable Shed, (3) Cattle Shed with Feed and Drinking Water Facility, 
[7] Rigid Pavement, (5) Drinking Water Arrangement, (6) Deep Tube Well, (71 
Electrification Work) of Belacoba Battala Sub Market Yard, District Jalpaiguri vide 
NIT No. WBSAMB/CEO/109/2023-24 Dated: 09-01-2024 bearing Tender Ic:~ 
2024 Wass 646221 1 The st date for submission of Tender is on 15 02 2024 
1.00 Noon. A6. Infrastructure Development (Construction of Stall Complex, 

Small Stall Complex, Concrete Road, Cross Orain, Surface Drain, Gate, Culvert and 
Electrical Works) at Sagardighi Krishak Bazar under Murshidabad District vide NIT 
No. WBSAMIB/CEO/110/2023.24 Dated: 05-01-2024 bearing Tender Id: 
2024 WBSMB. 646190 1. The last date for submission of Tender son 15-02-2024 
‘up to 12.00 Noon. The detail information regarding e-NIT will be available on the 
win Sd/- Chief Executive Officer, West Bengal State 


Bod |ርል፡ፕ1827(3)2024 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
STATE HEALTH TRANSPORT ORGANISATION 
Recruitment Notice no- SHTO/07/HFW-45025(99)/277/2022 
Applications are invited in the prescribed format for 
engagement purely on contractual basis for the position of 
cight drivers under State Health Transport Organisation 
for a period of 01 (One) year. 

Essential qualification, age, application format, last date 
of application etc., will be available from the department 


website (www.wbhealth.gov.in) 
Sd/- Susanta Pal 


Joint Director of Health Services 


ICA- N 561212024 (Transport), West Bengal 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti 
Swasthya Bhawan, Wing-'B', 3" Floor 
GN-29, Sector-V, Bidhannagar 
Kolkata - 700 091 
Brief Recruitment Notice 
West Bengal State Health & Family Welfare Samiti will 
engage personnel on contract basis for the position of State 
Consultant RBSK ( Programme Implementation) under 
Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram, Department of 
Health and Family Welfare, Government of West Bengal 

against subsequent vacancy. 


Details of the position: 


NAME OF THE NUMBER 
POSITION VACANCY 
State Consultant 1 
RBSK (Programme 
Implementation) 
Eligible candidates should apply online in the prescribed. 
format as given in the Department's website for the 
mentioned position. 

Visit www.wbhealth.gov.in at the link "Recruitment" for 
details. Last date of completing the online application is 31" 
January, 2024. 

ican 542026 


OFT PLACE OF POSTING 


State Headquarters. 


Executive Director, WB SH & FW Samiti 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
TENDER NOTICE 
e-Tender invited by the Executive 
Engineer, Tamluk Division, РНЕ. Die. 
Vide No. W8PHED/EE/TD/NieT_ 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
e Quotation Notice 
&-Quotations are invited online from 
Teputed and resourceful contractor 7 
firm / Public Sector undertaking / Govt. 
Company for the work N Le Q No. 


36/20232024 (SI. No. 01 to 08) and 
Tender 10: 2024 PHED 645179 1 to 
2023 PHED 649179 В of works shown 
in the NieT. Bid Submission end date: 
06.02.2024 at 14.00P.M. Corrigendum if 
any will be published in website only. АЙ 
details can be obtained from the 
website- hitps://wbtenders.gov.in 
Sd/- Executive Engineer, Tamluk 
Division, PHE Directorate. 

የና юм] | Division, RHE te — caries 934 


PHE/SWSD/EE/NIeQ-24 of 2023-24 (SL 
(Tender (0 No 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL M GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
PWD TENDER NOTICE 
e-tenders are invited for- Different СМІ 
Works of Kolkata Metropolitan Library, 
Kolkata, Estimated Amount - Re 
59,27,568.00. e-NIT no. 13/202324 
Tender ID- 2024 WBPWD 635918 1. 

Bid submission Start date (online) 
18.01.2024 upto 5:30pm. Bid 
submission closing. date (online) 
07.02.2024 upto 01 30pm. Corrigendum 
if any will be published in website only. 
Detalls of NIT and Tender documents 
may be Download from 
(Оп Sd/- Executive. 
Engineer, Kolkata Division, Social Sector, 
PWDte. ICA-T166963y2024 


TENDER NOTICE 
MSVP, R.G.Kar Medical College & 
Hospital invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders vide Мето по. RGKH/287 at. 
17.01.2024.  eNIT- 
RKC/MC/MSVP/24/23-28 for Supply of 
PELLETABLE CALCIUM SULPHATE 
CRYSTALS FOR ANTIBIOTIC DRUG 
DELIVERY of Orthopedic Departments 
for R G Kar MCH. The Last date of online 
bid Submission 5 05.02.2024 till 600 
pm. For further details please login 
www.wbhealth.gov.in / 
wwwwbtenders £049 çı, rics) Ron 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
STATE HEALTH TRANSPORT ORGANISATION 
Recruitment Notice no- SHTO/04/HFW-51011/13/2023 
Applications are invited in the prescribed format for 
engagement purely on contractual basis for the position of 
two Fitter/Electrician under State Health Transport 

Organisation for a period of 01(One) year. 

Essential qualification, age, application format, last date 
of application etc., will be available from the department 
website (www.wbl 


Sd/- Susanta Pal 
Joint Director of Health Set 
(Transport). West Bengal 


WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY 
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED 


(A Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise) 
Regd. Office: Vidyut Bhavan, Blod-D) Sector ll. Bidhannagar, Kolkata. 700051 
WBIEDIL CIN: UAO109WE2007SGCTT3473, www wbsedd.in 
WBSEDCL invites e Tenders as follows: 
TI) NIT Wo.: WESEDCIICOVE TENDER 2023 24/06 Datez15 012024 ofthe Divisional Manager Соо 
Dion, WBSEDCL. Estimated Cost: t 17.26, 366/- for the work of Laying of 33 1Y 3C 40059. mm. IPE UG. 
Cable by 0pen-(ut 8 Microtuoneing from 132 W GSS, WBSETCL premises to Rupas Bypass, Conti for 
2" source of Kutoa 33/11 KV wb station under Contai Division. 
TA) NIT Мо: WESEDCLICU/E TENDER/2023-24/07 Date:15 017904 of the иса! Manager, Corti 
Division, WESEDCL Estimated Cost: t 1,52 928/-fr the work of Laying of 33 1Y 3400 sq, mm. UE UG 
Cable by Open- Cut & Mkotunneling from Dhu 33/11 AY substation to the premises of New Вий Connection | 
ከግ WS nati Bengal Manne PAE ба робна Du 
3) MIT Wo. BNRO e-Tender 607713 7907 Date:l6.01 20H of the 84806 Manager Bamaga" 
Region, WBSEDCL Estimated Cost: ? 7,86,.921/- forthe work of Repair maintenance of able trench, surface 
drain at Newtown MI 220/1321 W sub station of WESEICL along with accommodation ol Rest 
"oonvLades Tole ide the Control Room Building at Eita Garden Vasta substation under Newtown Dv: 


www. ied n 


The West Bengal Power Development Corporation Limited 
А Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise 
Corporate Identity No. U40104WB1965SGC039154 
Sagardighi Thermal Power Project 
РО. Monigram, PS. Sagardighi, Dist 


Murshidabad, Pin - 742237 


TPP" Tender Document 
Submission End Oat p eno i Aaru Croc 
Dy "enero Manager (Contact Cel), Mable nor 8330503730; É mail 
achowinuryipwopóci con For Getais please v tipa blenders govin 


[T 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


FOOD & SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 
DIRECTORATE OF DDP&S 


Indicative advertisement for FPS(Ration) Dealership 


Applications are invited from eli 


le applicants for filling up the following vacancies of Fair Price Shop Dealers under 


Coochbehar districts on the terms and conditions mentioned in the respective notifications duly published in the Official Website 
[https://food.wb.goviin) of the Food & Supplies Department, West Bengal : 


si 


Notification No, and Date 5/8668 


Block) 
Municpality/ СЛ 
No. Municipal 

Corporation 


Mk Location of vacancy 


OB/SCF&S/CBR/2024 Date: 
10.01.2024 


Cooch Behar-l 


Mouza :Gokuler Kuthi, Near Bara Kuler 


-. Par Kali Mandir 


09/SCF8S/CBR/2024 Date: 
10.01.2024 


Cooch Behar-I 


Mouza :Paitakapara, Near Ketarhat 


Putimari Fuleswari | ይ 


531/SCF&S/CBR/2024 Date: 
06.11.2023 


Cooch Behar-I 


Mouza : Bara Nalangibari, Near 


Patchhara | pakurtala Bazar 


690/SCF&S/CBR/2023 Date: 
28.12.2023 


Cooch Behar-lI 


Mouza :Gopalpur, Near Gopalpur 


эри Primary Health Center 


009/SCF&S/TFG/24 Date: 
07.012024 


Tufanganj | 


Mouza :Ghogarkuti, Near Ghogarkuti 


ፌክ 50ክ Plan Primary School 


 OOB/SCF&S/TFG/24 Date: 
07.012024 


Tufanganj | 


Mouza :Andaran Phulbari, N 
More 


Andaranfulbari- 1 lear Tin Ali 


O10/SCF&S/TFG/24 Dat 


07.01.2024 Tufanganj 


Tufanganj i 


Mouza :Вісћћап Dai, Near Bara Kurar 


Salbari Il | par Calvert (Bridge) 


174/SCF8S/TFG/2023 Date: 
11.08.2023 


Tufanganj Il 


Mouza :Chhoto Laukuthi, Near Surja 


Bhanukumari-1 | еа More 


007/SCF&S/TFG/24 
Date: 07.01.2024 


Tufanganj tt 


Rampur -l Mouza :Rampur, Near NBSTC 


(09/SCF&S/DHT/24 
Dated- 10/01/2024 


569 


Mouza :Chamta, Near Chamta Adarsha 


Chamta High School 


29/SCFBS/DHT/24 
Dated- 11/01/2024 


563 


Mouza SSital, Near Panchanan Smriti 


жин Prathamik Vidayalaya 


10/SCFBS/DHT/24 
Dated- 10/01/2024 


Dinhata-ll 


Mouza :Tharaikhana, Near Kurshahat 


Sukarurkuthi | ger 


TUSCFBS/DHT/24 
Dated- 10/01/2024 


Dinhata-| 


Mouza :Bhalka, Near Bhalka Vitarkuthi 


Matalhat | Sishusromik School 


12/SCFRS/DHT/24 
Dated- 10/01/2024 


Dinhata-lI 


Mouza :Durganagar Part- Il, Durganagar 


Sey Near Maa Mandir 


13/SCFBS/DHT/24 


Dinhat 
Dated- 10/01/2024 at 


Моша :Ruier Khuthi, Near Ruler kuthi 


Bhetagurit | prathomik Sasthokendra 


14/SCF&S/OHT/24 
Dated- 10/01/2024. 


Dinhata-ll 


Mouza :Sukarurkuthi, Pulerpar Masjid, 


Sukarurkuthi — | Near Nilkamal River Bridge 


S36/SCFRS/DHT/23 
Dated- 07/10/2023 


Dinhata-l 


Mouza Kamta, Near Kamta Junior Basic 


Gosanmar | አዛ 


13/SCFS/MTB/2024 DATE: 
11.01.2024 


Mathabhanga-I 


Mouza :Buraburi, Near Buraburi Health 


Gopalpur [መ 


09/SCFS/MT8/2024 DATE: 
11.01.2024 


Mathabhanga-I 


Моша :Baishguri, Near Baishguri High 


Pachagar esas 


368/SCFS/MTB/2023 DATE: 


pps Mathabhanga. 


Mathabhanga-ll 


Mouza :Chhoto Shimulguri, Near 


Ghoksadanga | рос Shimulguri, Hospital 


370/SCFS/MTB/2023 DATE: 
12.08.2023 


Mathabhanga-lI 


AKParadubi | Mouza :Baraibari, Near Shivmandir 


S13/SCES/MTB/2024 DATE: 
06.11.2023 


Mathabhanga-ll 


Mouza : Bhogmara, Near 


Nishiganii | Chorokerdanga AP School 


"Ao/SCF&S/MKG/2024 Dated: 
05.01.2024 


Mekliganj 


Mouza :Uttar Bhotbari, Near Bhotbari 


типн Special Cadre Primary School 


20/SCF8S/MKG/2024 Dated: 
08.01.2024 


Mekliganj 


Mouza :Soulmari, Near Soulmari Sishu 


ነ Siksha Kendra 


19/5ር885/84«6/2024 Dated: 
08.01.2024 


Mekliganj 


Mouza :Uchalpukuri, Umakanta Sishi 


Uchalpukuri || Vidyapith ath Plan Primary School 


11/5CF&S/MKG/2024 
Dated: 05.01.2024 


Mekliganj 


Mouza :Uttar Bhotbari, Near Bhotbari I 


ውው No. A.P School 


425/SCF8&S/MKG/2023 Dated; | |. መ") 


09.11.2023 


Haldibari 


Uttar Bara 
Haldibari 


Моша : Bara Haldibari, Near Joram 
More 


424/5CF&S/MKG/2023 Dated: 
07.11.2023 


Haldibari 


Uttar Bara 
Haldibari 


Mouza : Bara Haldibari, Near Bagribari 
Post Office. 


12/SCF&S/MKG/2024 Dated: 
05.01.2024 


Mekliganj 


Mouza :Paschim Gopalpur, Near 


Jen Haranath 4th Plan Primary School 


16/SCFES/MKG/2024 Dated: 
08.01.2024 


Mekliganj 


Mouza :Uchalpukuri, Near Kalia 
Memorial Special Cader Primary School 


Uchalpukuri 


Applications in prescribed proforma (Form C) along with other req; 


te documents and receipt of deposition of application 


fee of Rs. 1,000/- should be submitted to the office of the concerned Sub-Divisional Controller(F&S) or by online through the official 


website (https://food.wb.gov.in) within 45 days from today. 


For details please visit official website of the Department (https://food.wb.gov.in] or contact the office of the concerned Sub- 


Divisional Controller (F&S). 


ICA- N 64(3)/2024 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


vide Tender 10 No 
2024 UDD 646489 1, vide NIQ No. 
 WBUDMAD/SE/SLRDC/NIeQ- 14/2023. 
2024 OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER/SALT 
LAKE CONSTRUCTION DIVISION dated. 
15/01/2024, Value of work is not 
applicable. Bid submission start date is 
22/01/2024 at 1100 hrs. Last date of 
Submission "of bid online only is 


from the reputed, bonafide and 
‘agencies having requisite 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


West Bengal Medical Services 
Corporation Ltd. is inviting electronic 
bids for Procurement of Urodynamic. 
Machine and Uroflowmetry for the. 
Department of Urology at RG. Kar 
Medica College and Hospital as per 
details indicated in below: Equipment. 
(Qty.)- Urodynamic Machine and 
Uroflowmetry (01). Bid Ref. No.” 
WBMSCL/NIT-064/2024; Dated. 
18.01.2024. Last date of submission of 
online bid-09 02.2024 upto 03.00 PM. 
Interested Bidders may download the 
tender document and submit their bids 
online at the website 
wwwwbtenders.govin The tender 
document may also be downloaded 
from the websites www.wbheəlth govin 
and wwwwbmscgovin Sd/-General 

'WBMSCL & Joint Secretary, 


the work of : Refilling of existing Fire. 
Extinguishers and supply & instalation 
of new Fire Extinguishers of different 
types & capacities with three years 
expiry period at various locations of 
North Bengal Medical College & Hospital 
at Sushrutanagar in the District of 
Darjeeling. Tender 18 
2024-WePwD 643366 1, Bid 
start date (online): 
34/01/7074 from 1200 PM. Bid 
submission closing date (online) 
31/01/2024 up to 12.00 PM 
Corrigendum if any will be published in 
website only. Details of NIT & tender 
documents may be downloaded from. 
hrtp;//wbtenders.goxin Sd/- Et, NBD, 
SS, PW. Dte., Siliguri, Govt. of WB. 
JCATISTR( 2024 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


ER 
Etender (NIT No. ~ WBDOF/ ADF/ 
JUNPUT / Мет. 02/23- 24) has been 
invited by the Assistant Director of 
Fisheries, Govt Fish Technological 
Station. (GFTS), Junput from bonafide 
agency for Supply of good quality 
Fishery Farm Inputs for Fish production. 
at 675. Junput. Start date and End 
date of Bid Submission are 28-01-2024 
and 06-02-2024 respectively, Other 
details may also be seen at 
https //wbtenders goin. Sd/- Director 
offisheries, West Bengal 


BMV BALLON SET of Cardiology. 
Departments for R G Kar MCH. The Last 
date of. online bid Submission is 
03.02.2024 til бот For further details 
please login  wwwwbhealihgovin / 
ፈፈ wbtendert gov 


ከመር መጩ፤ 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


‘dated: 16.01.2024. 
Tender id 72023. WBSMB 625577 1 
Authority of West Bengal St 


Agricultural Marketing Board has 
decided to extend the last date of bid 
Submission on 01022024 upto 12 
Noon, simultaneously technical bid 
opening date has been rescheduled on 
8502 2024 at 12 Noon for 
Sdministrative reason. AJ other terms 
[3nd conditions remain unchanged. The 
etal information regarding e-NIT wili 
be available on the 
htips.//wbtenders.govin 'Sd/- Chief 
Executive Officer, West Bengal State 
‘Agricultural Marketing Board” 
САЛ 


LG sets ball rolling on gun 


licences, 


Abhinav.Rajput 
@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: Raj Niwas has 
directed Delhi Police to dis- 
pose of nearly 6,000 pending 
gun licence applications by 
the end of 2024, make a mo- 
dified portal to streamline 
the system for licences in a 
time-bound manner and is- 
sue fresh permits to renow- 
ned shooters participating 
in sporting events with an 
“all-India” validity. 

‘The modified portal 
will provide applicants the 
liberty to schedule the date 
and time of their interview 
online according to their 
convenience and preferab- 
ly via video conference, 
cutting out the possibility 
of human interface that 
hasoften led to harassment 
and corruption, a Raj Ni- 
wasofficial said." 

TheLG hasasked forthe 
cross-country permit for re- 
nowned shooters, instead 
of validity within Delhi on- 
Iyastheyfrequently need to 
travel across the country 
for various sporting events, 
the LG House said. Further, 
their cartridge quota has 
been increased from 20 to 
10,000 annually with the 
one-time cartridge procure- 


modified portal 


Raj Niwassaid. 

The move comes after 
Saxena managed to get li- 
censing requirements for 
eateries and lodging estab- 
lishments rationalised and 
simplified, followed by a 
major rationalisation of 


ment increased from 10 at 
present to 1,000, 

Apart from speedy dis- 
posal of pending applic 
tions,freshapplications will 
be disposed of in a time-bo- 
und through an online por- 
tal, which will be modified 


specifically forthis purpose, the amusement policy, Raj 
Raj Niwas said. Niwasadded. 

LG VK Saxena has di- “The reforms aim to ma- 
rectedtherationalising,an — kethelicenceregimetrans- 


LG house official said. parent by curtailing high- 
"Inadeparturefromthe handedness and interfe- 

present system in which — renceof governmentoffici- 

theportaldoesnotgiveany als, the official said. 


Starting January 16, 
Delhi Police has started 


timeline for the licencing 
procedure, Saxena has as- 


kedDelhiPolicetomakeall granting provisional rene- 
services — fresh licences, — walduringpendencyof the 
renewalareavalidityregi- Local Police Report (LPR), 


stration, sale of arms — to 

betime-bound,” he said. 
All redundant docu- 

ments required for fresh li- 


after verifying applicants’ 
criminal records, if any. In 
the case of a criminal re- 
cord, police may revoke/ 


cences as well as renewals cancel therenewalof licen- 
are being reviewed and tho- ce. Further, the LG has di- 
sefoundunnecessary willbe rected to allow the renewal 
removed, the LG house said. of arms licences on a case- 

TheLGhasdirectedma- — by-casebasisassomeappli- 
king the modified portal cants may be involved in 
operational byMarch-end. minor cases that do not in- 


Acting on the direc- 
tions of Saxena, Delhi Poli- 
ce has initiated a reform in 
the grant of arms licences, 
till now marred by compla- 
ints of favouritism, cor- 
ruption and arbitrariness, 


volveany weapon. 

For registration of 
arms in Delhi that have be- 
en issued licences in other 
states, prior LPR and genu- 
ineness proof will not be 
required. 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 


Organization for Audio-Visual ев Tech 
{gamfied) Content creation (3rd Call) s. 
hereby invited from eligible bidders. 
Detailed RFP along with (51 of critical 
dates for submission of digitally signed 
online bids wili be available at 
https;//wbtenders.govin and al 

available in GEM Porta 

Corrigendum and addendum, If any, wili 
only be available in that website, Last 
date of bid submission is 02 02 2024. 
Sd/- Chief "Administrative. Officer, 
WBSCTEVERSD,  ICA-T1696(3)/2024 


‘GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
*-TENDER NOTICE 
Tenders are invited by CMOH & Member 

Secretary Dist. Health 8 Family Wel 

Samity Dakshin Dinajpur from reputed 
firms for “Construction for New ዓሁ- 
Sasthya Kendra (SSK) including Sanitary 
Plumbing work at Anantapur Sub 
Centre under Gangarampur Block, 
Dakshin Dinajpur District(Civil and 
Electrical). Memo No 

DHFWS/DD/NIeT/1009 Date 

16.01.2024, Technical Bid Opening Date. 
of the above mentioned e-Tender 

07/02/2024 at 02:00 PM. For Detail, 
Please visit the website 
wwwcwbtenders.govin or the Office of 
the CMOH & Member Secretary Dist. 
Health & Family Welfare Samity Dakshin 


25KVA 0.6 SET AT NEWLY 
CONSTRUCTED HARIRAMPUR BLOCK 
PUBLIC HEALTH UNIT UNDER XV FC HG 
FY 2021-22, Dakshin Dinajpur” Memo 
No: DHFWS/DD/NleT/1010, Dated: 
16.01.2024. Technical Bid Opening Date. 
of the above mentioned e-Tender No ` 
31/01/2024 at 02:00 PIM. For Det 
Please visit the websit 
wwcwbtenders.ravin or the Office 
the CMOH & Member Secretary Dist. 
Heath የሰለጠ Sty Dakahin 
Dinajpur. 


PWD TENDER NOTICE 
The Executive Engineers, Kolkata South 
Health Electrical Division, PWDte. 
invites eNIQ for "Upkeepment and 


eration all 
ampus of 
IPGMERR-SSKM Hospital and its 
annexes, Koliata:Day to day operation 
of bed.cum- passenger & passenger lifts 
of different buildings under the 
Jurisdiction of Assistant Engineer (LR), 
SSKM Electrical Sub-Divn. within the. 
premises of IPGMEBR-SSKM Hospital, 
Kolkata (For the period of one year)” 
vide Tender 10- 
2023 WBPWD. 649341 1. Last date of 
Submissions-05/02/24 upto 12.00 
Noon. All documents can be seen / 
obtained from the websites 
hitps://wbtenders.gov.n / 
wwe pwdwb.in and office Notice Board. 
Sd/: Executive Engineer-l Kolkata South 
Health Electrical Division, PWDte. 
ATES 


GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL 
HALDIA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
City Centre, PO. Debhog, Haldia 
Dist.Purba Medinipur, PIN-721657 
"Toll Free No. 1800-345-3224 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 


Online (E-Tender] tender in a two bid 


downloading date: 23/1/24 to 5/2/24 
up to 2:30 pm. Starting date of bid 
Submission: 30/1/24 at 10.00 a.m. Last 
date of online bid submission : 5/2/24 
upto 03:30 p.m. Information in details is 
available in the office andin the website 
of HDA: E-Tender can 
be submitted through 

wowwwbtendersgovin 58/- Chief 

Officer НОА. 


Tenders in two parts (Technical Bid & 
Financial Bid) are invited from the 
interested agencies amy Co-operative 
Society by the Director of Disaster 
Management, West Bengal, Tran 
Bhawan, 87A, SN. Banerjee Road, 
Kolkata- 700014 for and on behalf of the 
Governor of West Bengal for supply 3 
(three) Diesel Forklift of 03 (three) Tons 
Load Capacity each having ARAI certified 
engine tobe supplied at Siliguri, Malda & 
Purba Bardhaman Zonal Godown @ 1 
Forkitft for each Zonal Godown. 1. The 
tender process should be of two parts- 
Technical bid & Financial bid. 2. For 
tender details please visit website 
htp/wbtendersgovin Sd/- Tender 
Inviting authority, Director of Disaster 
Management, West Bengal 

IcATTIS26 2024. 


Water problems 
persist for some 
south Delhi areas 


New Delhi: Areas of So- 
uth Extension and Kalka- 
ji are facing problems of 
water supply by Delhi Jal 
Board (DJB). Residents 
have also complained 
about dirty water supply, 

The problems have 
started due to strike by 
tanker ownersand people 
are complaining about 
disruption in water supp- 
ly by the tankers. 

Last week, residents 
of the affected areas 
complained to water mini- 
ster Atishi in this regard. 

“There are at least 50 
houses having senior citi- 


been rationalizing water 
supplied through tankers 
due financial struggles. 

Lastmonth, watertan- 
ker contractors had gone 
on strike on the issue of 
pending payments, They 
alleged that DJB has not 
paid them for the past se- 
veral months, 

In Kalkaji, the water 
minister's own assembly 
constituency, there was 
lack of water supply in se- 
veral parts on Friday due 
tothe tanker problem, 

DJB officials did not 
respond on the matter 
“Tankers serve some of 


zensinourblockwhichha- —thepoorestpartsof theci- 
venot received waterfrom ty and their non-functio- 
pipelineforthepastsixye- ning cannot be accepted. 


ars. But we used to get wa- 
ter tankers, Since Dec 23, 
the tankers have also stop- 
ped, we are daily sending 
list of houses to DJB whe- 
re people are struggling 
without water supply, the- 
rearesome houses thatha- 
ve not been getting water 
for four to five days. We ha- 
ve been given assurances 
by the DJB officials, but 
notlong-termsolutionhas 
been implemented,” said 
Mukesh Kohli, president, 
South Extension-2 welfare 
association. 

Sincelast year, DJBhas 


Over %460-crore 
earnest money 
released by DDA 


Despite Delhi govern- 
ment's unwavering com- 
mitment to ensuring the 
people of Delhi lead dig- 
nified lives, the persistent 
negligence from the bu- 
reaucracy remains into- 
erable,” the government 
had stated earlier. 

On Dee 26, the tanker 
association informed DJB 
about its one-day strike 
due to reshuffling of wa- 
ter tankers. In case, this 
demandalong with others 
arenot fulfilled theassoci- 
ation threatened to go on 
an indefinitestrike, тин 


New Delhi: Delhi Deve- — TheEMDforMIGisRs 
lopment Authority(DDA) 10lakh, Rs15 lakh for HIG, 
has already released mo- Rs 20 lakh for super HIG 
re than Rs 460 crore depo- and Rs25lakh for pentho- 
sited as earnest money uses. 

deposit (EMD) by 2300 Underthesupervision 


bidders while applying 
for the authority's flats in 
ongoing housing sche- 
mes, said Raj Niwas. 
Lieutenant governor 
VK Saxena had directed 
DDA toensure that EMDs 
are released to the appli- 


of Saxena, who is also 
DDA chairman, the aut- 
hority has been able to sell 
more than 8,000 flats out 
of its pending inventory 
during the past one year 
due to consumer-friendly 
tweaking of rules and an 


cants within 15 days and aggressive marketing 
asked for strict complian- strategy said Raj Niwas. 
ceoftheproceduresensu. The Phase Il of the e- 
ringthatnoapplicanthas auction being underta- 
toapproach the authority Кеп for the ongoing hou- 
forhisbookingamountor sing scheme includes se- 
is harassed by red tape, ven penthouses, 32 super 
said an LG house official. НІС and 476 HIG flats on 

“EMDs of all but 50 offer in sector 198 of 
bidders have been credi- Dwarka and 192 MIG flats 
ted to their bank acco- insectorl4Dwarka. 


unts, and the remaining, 
held up due to various 


‘Apart from this, the 
first-cum-first-servesche- 


procedural issues with me for various other flats 
the banks will be credited spread across the city was 
soon," the official said. also operational. mn 


30-year-old man dies, two 
injured in hit-and-run in Ggn 


Gurgaon: A 30-year-old man died while two others we- 
re injured after an unidentified speeding vehicle hit 
them as they were walking near Dronacharya Metro 
Station on Saturday morning, police said. 

According to cops, the deceased was identified as 
Bhola, while the two injured were identified as Deepak 
from Rajender Park and Shyamlal from Sukhali village. 

‘The three pedestrians were allegedly hit by a taxi 
carrying a Delhi registration number, which was hea- 
ding towards Delhi from the city around 8.30am on Sa- 
turday, police said, adding that the accused allegedly 
fled in his vehicle immediately after the incident. 

An FIR was registered against the unidentified ac- 
cused at the DLF Phase 1 police station on Sunday. Tw 
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Trendy and tactile, 
pottery is going places. 
Even the art world is 
finally giving clay its due 
Sneha.Bhura&itimesgroup.com. 


п a 14inch ceramic platter 
lie dead fish with hollow, 
beady eyes staring back at the. 
viewer. This isn't a descrip- 

tion of an unappetising meal. It is, in 

fact, a ceramic sculpture, with fish as a 

symbol of inner turmoil. "You don't see 

any pain or fear on their faces when you 
take them out of the water Human be- 
ings can also be like that,” says Prerna 

Sharma, a painter who added ceramics 

to her oeuvre about seven years ago. 

"The recurrent motif of fish has trav- 

elled from canvas to clay, sometimes 

hung out to dry like rows of fresh laun- 
dry on wooden poles or piled onto each 


BREAK THE MOULD: Yogesh Mahida's blue men. 
(Right) Prerna Sharma often uses fish motifs 


old-age homes, cancer patients and 
autistic children. But as an artist, 
Vohra is moving away from pots 
and pans. "I had to deviate from 
tableware, My ceramics are 
meant more for the 


other like bodies washed 


est in learning pottery as 
therapy or just a medita- 
tive experience has also 
pushed ceramic art into 
the spotlight. Not to men- 
tion the hundreds of pot- 
tery training centres dot- 
ting urban centres now 
alongside small business- 


Beyond pots and pans: Ceramic 
artists are making hay with clay 


lived at Tajimi city, the ceram- 
ics capital of Japan, after 
training under the illustrious 
Ray Meeker of Golden Bridge 
Pottery in Puducherry. 
“When Istarted my practice 
in 2002, it was very difficult to 
get a mainstream gallery to 
exhibit ceramics. Now there 
are several shows in any given 
season. Although its status is 
still somewhere between art 
and craft, many painters are 
moving to ceramics and getting 
recognition,” says Vinod Daroz, 
aleading contemporary ceram- 
ic artist. His installation is on 
display the Art Alive gallery 
in Delhi in a group show of 
ceramic artists called 
“Fresh Off The 
Wheel: Between the 
Functional and 
the Aesthetic’. 
Many female 
artists are shak- 


MCD & DDA penalised 
for dumping C&D waste 


Times News Network 


New Delhi: Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) has 
submitted an action-taken report to National Green Tribu- 
nal (NGT)on the pollution caused by dumping of construc- 
tion and demolition waste near residential complexes in Va- 
sant Kunj. In the report, DPCC stated to have issued a show 
causenotice to Delhi Development Authority (DDA) and Mu- 
nicipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) and an environmental 
compensation of Rs1 lakh was imposed. 

The tribunal had constituted a joint committee of DDA, 
DPCCanddistrictmagistrate(South West Delhi) in Sept 2022 
to verify the factual position about heavy vehicular move- 
ment and dumping of construction material on the vacant 
land adjacent to Sector E-2, Vasant Кип]. 

After inspecting the area in Dec 2022, the committee issu- 
ed directions under Air (Prevention and Control of Pollu- 
tion) Act, 196] and Environmental (Protection) Act, 1986 
alongwith Construction and Demolition Waste Rules, 201610 
DDA and MCD. As the issue remained unresolved, NGT in 
Nov 2023 ordered the DPCC to issue show cause notices and 
impose penalty on the DDA and MCD. 

“DPCChas issued show cause notice on дап 5,2024 Гог im- 
position of Environmental Damage Compensation of Rs 
1,00,000 to the superintendent engineer, DDA for past viola- 
tions and damage to the environment,” stated DPCC report 
dated Jan 11, uploaded on NGT website on Saturday. 

Asimilarshow cause for damages of Rsonelakh was sent 
toMCD deputy commissioner (Najafgarh Zone), said the re- 
port, adding both agencies were yet to submit their replies to 
the concerned authority. 

In 2022, residents of Sector RE02 and E-1, Vasant Кип} 
approached NGT regarding pollution caused by continuous 
heavy vehicular movement due to presence of godowns, big 
cargo stores, warehouses in Rangpuri Pahari area causing 


Temple of a billion hopes 


3 
А 
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П child labourers rescued 


‘Times News Network 


New Delhi: Eleven children 
were rescued from fan-making 
factories and a restaurant in 
Patel Nagar on Saturday inara- 
id led by the district magistra- 
te, Patel Nagar, and conducted 
by the labour department 
(west), Delhi Police, and NGOs 
Bachpan Bachao Andolan 
(BBA)and Bal Vikas Dhara. 


been sealed in the Patel Nagar 
area, The rescued children, 
aged13t017,arefromBiharand 
Uttar Pradesh. 

All the children were medi- 
callyexaminedandsenttoshel- 
terhomes. 

"There is a heinous supply 
and demand nexus when it co- 
mes to child labour. We hope 
that the Anti-trafficking Bill is 
passed at the earliest,” said Ma- 


Exhibition opens in 
Delhi from Jan 28 to 
Feb 4, Visual Arts Gallery, 
India Habitat Centre 


Transition and Moderni- pen six-and.a-half feet installa- 

Ceramic artists in india | THETIMES OF INDIA | Sipang together like a big 

are breaking new ground, መሯ፡መጩ wind chime at the AOI ex- 
Theexplosion of inter- hibition in Delhi. 


Also on view will be 
Vadodara-based Yogesh 
Mahida's ceramic and 
stoneware showcase which 
has lissome human figures 
in bluerising from around 
plate in ‘Fragmented Rec- 
ollection’ while in "They 
wanted a Baby Boy’, a 


| 


es selling the most charm- 
ing home-decor, kitchen and tableware. 

Shubham Sankhyan, who works as a 
sculptor and potter at Himachal's famed. 
Andretta Pottery, says interest has 
zoomed. “When we started teaching in 
2000, the ratio of foreigners coming to do 
courses was 90%, Now, it's about 98% 
Indians,” says Sankhyan. Andretta start- 
ed an artist-in-residence programme 
about eight months ago. 

Meena Vohra, a former primary 
school teacher, fell in love with the pot- 
ter's wheel after visiting her daughter's 
product designing lab at IIT Bombay 
back in 2002. She switched her career 
to studio pottery at the age of 51. To- 
day, the 76-year-old studio potter and 
ceramic artist has taught over 500 
students, apart from holding pot- 
tery workshops for birthday par- 
ties, pre-wedding shoots, corpo- 
rate team-building exercises, 


pregnant woman lies co- 
matose in a pool, surrounded by to- 
blerone-like triangular prisms as a di- 
rect indictment of female infanticide. 
“When I first showed this collection of 
36 pieces in a Mumbai gallery, all except 
three were sold out,” says Mahida who 


Dhruvi Acharya's 
work explores > 
notions of 
feminity 


ashore aera tsunami. | | rh, wall. They can be ing up conven- 

Sharma's fish platter is ThA rt st | framedtoo. We have tional act tradi- 
partof the upcoming The | Of: CN | tothink beyond just tions through ce- 
Art of India exhibition ተባ O | Paintings for the ramics. Dhruvi 
whose theme, "Tradition, | I 1 a ©] | wall. says Vohra, whose Acharya found ceram- 


ics in the middle of the 
pandemic in 2021 when she was alone in 
New York fora while. After some pottery 
classes, she began making small sculp- 
tures in herapartment. “When [started 
learning pottery, my eyes opened to what. 
seems like a whole new wave in contem- 
porary ceramics in the West where art. 
ists are doing crazy things with clay,” 
says Acharya who is going to mount an 
ambitious installation of 101 of her own 
oddball creations which rail against aes- 
thetic perfection and notions of feminin- 
ity at the Indian Ceramics Triennale 
that began on January 19. "Expect enor- 
mous, bulging bodies. Sometimes, they 
are upside down. Sometimes they refer- 
ence rape and other horrible experi- 
ences women go through. Then there are 
books and pieces on ageing and a scary 
commode chair where the fluids are 
melting into each other,” says Acharya. 
Senior artist G Reghu has for long 
transposed the curves and contours of 
earthenware pots onto indigenous hu- 
man forms. Mixing Dravidian and Afri- 
can facial features, his figures with matka 
shaped-heads and bulbous eyes are 
sometimes smoking a bidi, doing yoga 
or just talking to each other. "The 
tribal people have originality unlike 
urban folk who wage wars and hurt 
the already poor and the dispos- 
sessed. Ceramic artists should also 
think about these things.” says the 
64-year-old Bengaluru-based artist 
who will show pieces at AOL 


serious health hazard to residents. 


NDMC for greater 
use of solar power 


Vibha.Sharma®timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: To procure 100% renewable 
energy by theend of 2025, New Delhi Munici- 
pal Council (NDMC) has tied up with multi- 
ple PSUs in the sector. Last year, the total po- 
wer consumption in NDMC's jurisdiction 
was 400 megawatt (MW) and only 20MW was 
supplied through solar plants. 

"The NDMC has given consent to procure. 
150MWsolar power from the Satluj Jal Vidyut 
Nigam, apublicsector undertaking, and imp- 
lementation period for the project is 36 
months after signing of agreement. Likewi. 
se, NDMC has given consent to procure 100 
MW from Solar Energy Corporation of India 
anda petition to finalise tariff has been filed 
to DERC. Its implementation period is 24 
months from the date of signing agreement,” 
said NDMC vice chairman Satish Upadhyay. 

The council claimed to have installed 20 
MW solar power plants on rooftop (grid and 
net metered connected). Under the rooftop so- 
larpolicy introduced last year, residential pro- 
perties, institutionsandoffices were invited to 
install solar panelson their rooftops. This poli 
cy isapplicablefor any solar energy generated 
system with a capacity of 1KWpor more. 

“Apart from that, we have entered into bi- 
lateral arrangements with renewable energy 
generators through NTPC Vidyut Vyapar Ni- 
gam Limited (NVVNL) to meet the require- 
mentsasand when required,” said Upadhyay. 


Eight such factories have nish Sharma, director, BBA, 
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Let's Together 
Welcome The Divine 
Homecoming! 


ORRIS INFRASTRUCTURE PVT. LTD. 
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May this holy consecration marks and embark 
India to a brighter future. 
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ARMY PUBLIC SCHOOL, MATHURA CANTT 


(An English Medium co-education school) Tele : 0565-2401742. 
(Reception Number - 0565-2972785) 
1. Army Public School, Mathura Cantt, CBSE affiliated invites application for selection of 
energetic and dedicated teaching staff, Non-Teaching staff, Administrative Staff and Group D” 
Staff on Adhoc Basis for eleven months only, Details are as followsr- 
VACANCIES. 
LOCAL SCREENING BOARD (LSB) (ADHOC BASIS) 

17675. — Hindi-03, English-04, Maths-03, Science-04, Social Science-04, Computer $с-0З, 
Sanskrit-01, Music-01, PHE-03, Financial Literacy-01, Marketing-1, Handicrafts-01 & Work 
[Education-O1. 
PRT, All Subject-22, PRT-(SUPW-O1), PRT (ART & CRAFT-01), PRT (DANCE-01) & PRT(ASST| 
TEACHER-01) 


- Tounselor-O1, Science Lab attendant-02, IT Supervisor-O1 , Asst 
|Librarian-01. 


[Adm Staff.LDC-05, Para-medics (Nursing Assistant)-02 & Receptionist O1. 
(Group “D” Staff, Watch & Ward Staff-10, Housekeeping Staff-21, Female Aayas-06 , MTS-03| 
|& Ground Man-01 
Note: (a) Salaryas per AWES/School norms. 

(b) The selection process will be followed by evaluation of teaching skills including 

interviewas per post requirement. 

(9 NoTA/DAisadmissiblefor interview. 
2. Qualifications& Age Criteria, Please visit school 
htts://www.apsmathuracantt.edu.in for qualification requirements and Criteria. 
3, Application form and other details can be obtained between 0900 hrs to 1400 hrs from the 
school office on all working days. Application forms may also be downloaded from the school 
website (htttps://www.apsmathuracantt.edu.in), Application form along with DD of Rs 100/- 
in favour of Army Public School, Mathura Cantt and all educational and experience 
certificates duly self-attested must be sent to Army Public School Mathura Cantt, New RATC 
Line Near Shakti Dwar, Mathura Cantt 281001 on or before 12 Feb 2024 by 1400 hrs. 
Thereafter no application will be accepted. Application forwarded through e-mail will not be 
accepted. 
4. Onlyshortlisted candidates will be called for the interview telephonically. Please ensure 
your correct contact No's & E. Mail D mentioned in the application form. 
5. Decision of SAMC (School Administrative & Managing Committee) will be final and abiding. 
Principal APS Mathura 


website 
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ON THIS MOMENTOUS OCCASION OF SHRI RAM MANDIR 


CONSECRATION, THE ENTIRE NATION RESONATES WITH THE SPIRIT 
OF RAM. IT'S A TIME TO ACKNOWLEDGE CHHATTISGARH'S DEEP 
CONNECTION WITH SHRI RAM, CELEBRATING OUR CULTURAL 
HERITAGE AND THE GOVERNMENT'S ROLE IN THIS HISTORIC EVENT 


, "As Lord Ram graces Ayodhya, let's kindle the brilliance 
within Chhattisgarh. Each illuminated lamp becomes a 

) symbol of our cultural reverence for Ram, aropa 
sionate guide and sovereign. Our 
the embodiment of Ram's people, akapaa 
hearts. Let's harmonise with the spirit of Ram's devotees 
and collectively cast the radiant glow of Ram's divine 
presence, illuminating the world with our unity.” 


he consecration of the Ram temple in Ayodhya is not 
merely a local event; it is a source of joy resonat- 
ing across the world. As the sacred site undergoes 
[} rimini a colectivo свето, bridging 
cultural boundaries and fostering a shared sense of 


3 CM VISHNU DEO SAI'S TRIBAL ROOTS 
¢ WEAVING A NARRATIVE OF FAITH 


£ In Shri Ram's realm of devotees, Shabri epitomises 
unwavering devotion within the Ramayana. What sets 
£ her narrative apart is the extraordinary manifestation 
፡፡ of her devotion—meticulously tasting berries each day 
¢ ሀ offer only the sweetest to her cherished deity. Con- 
$ currently, Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai of Chhattisgarh, 
© hailing from the tribal lineage akin to Shabri, mirrors 
her profound devotion to Shri Ram. Sal's leadership 
seamlessly integrates political acumen with spiritual 
reverence. It is evident that in Chhattisgarh, across 
$ generations, the love and devotion for Shri Ram remain 
unwavering and timeless. 


—Vishnu Deo Sal, 
ዐ4 Chhattisgarh 


reverence for the timeless legacy of Lord Ram. This momen- 
tal event serves as a beacon of unity, bringing people from 
diverse backgrounds together in a shared embrace of spiritual 
heritage and historical significance. The international jubilation 
surrounding this auspicious event underscores the enduring 
influence of Lord Ram's narrative, transcending geographical 
boundaries and resonating in the hearts of people worldwide. 

In the intricate threads of India's mythological lore, the 
narrative of Lord Ram assumes a central and revered position, 
‘weaving a tale that transcends temporal boundaries. Similarly, 
the state of Chhattisgarh stands as a sacred interlude in this 
celestial odyssey, with its districts serving as hallowed way- 
points in the extraordinary journey of Lord Ram, 

The epic Ramayana, a venerable chronicle of Lord Ram's 
life, unveils a saga of historical footprints that not only echo. 
through the annals of the nation but reverberate globally. 
The districts of contemporary Chhattisgarh, blessed to be 
sanctuaries during Lord Ram's “VanVaas" or exile, embody 
a spiritual resonance that attests to the profound impact of 
his sojourn, 

The inauguration of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya signifies a 
historic milestone, underscoring the enduring legacy of Lord Ram. 


Chhattisgarh Gears Up for Grand 
Celebrations as Shri Ramlala's 
‘Praan Pratistha’ Nears 


FOR THE HISTORIC ‘PRAAN PRATISTHA’ CEREMONY 
OF SHRI RAMLALA IN AYODHYA, CHHATTISGARH 


SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL INITIATIVE 


Fa o mark the momentous 'Praan Pratistha’ 
ceremony of Shri Ramlala in Ayodhya, 
Chhattisgarh is set to immerse itself in 

[| vibrant celebrations. Morning ‘Aarti ‘Puja 
and evening Ganga Aarti will be organised in 
all major temples across the state, creating an 
atmosphere of spiritual fervour. 

In a noteworthy move, the State Government 
has introduced the ‘Shri Ramlala Darshan Yojana’ 
to provide the people of Chhattisgarh with the 
facility of Shri Ramlala Darshan, Department offi- 
cials have been directed to formulate a systematic 
action plan to facilitate visits to Ayodhya for the 
citizens under this scheme, 

Supervised by Culture Minister Shri Brijmohan 
‘Agrawal, a concept plan is underway for the. 
construction of a magnificent corridor in Rajim 


Temple, along with the grand celebration of the 
Rajim Kumbh. Furthermore, an action plan is in 
the works for the phased development of various 
facilities in religious sites such as Kudargarh in 
Surajpur, Chandrahasini Temple in Chandrapur, 
Mahamaya Temple in Ratanpur, Bamleshwari 
Temple in Dongargarh, and Danteshwari Temple in 
Dantewada. 

In alignment with the Shaktipeeth project, 
instructions have been given to develop essential 
religious faith centers in Chhattisgarh, akin to 
‘the Chardham Yatra, Additionally, Bhuteshwar 
Mahadev in Gariaband district, Jatmai Ghatarani 
Falls, Shivmahapith, Sirkatti AshRama, and Kope- 
shwar Mahadev in Kopra will be developed as a 
tripable circuit, enhancing the state's cultural and 
pilgrimage landscape. 


and faith people have for Lord Ram, is unparalleled. Ramnami, 

a tradition that has been followed by people for a long period, 

has been in full swing in recent months. The tradition involves 
tattooing body parts with sculptures, learnings, and teachings of Lord 
Ram. Not confined to hands or legs, people cover various body parts 


T he notions of government, when coupled with the love, affection, 


3ቐ he aforementioned initiatives will soon come into effect. However, 
with such tattoos to express their love for Lord Ram. This tradition is recognising that not everyone can attend the Ayodhya inauguration, 
primarily observed in Janjgir, Chhattisgarh, where people from almost arrangements have been made locally. Across the nation, emotions 
all households follow this practice. The overwhelming love that people {Е are high as people eagerly anticipate the historic ceremony, liken- 
have for Lord Ram will be apparent when they witness the temple, ing it to Diwali. In Chhattisgarh, projectors will transform into large screens 
thanks to government initiatives. Currently, the consecration ceremony for citizens to collectively worship and partake in this significant event. It 
has captured the hearts of citizens, and the wave of happiness can be promises to be a day of unity and celebration for Indians and the Hindu 
noticed on social media too. ‘community, etching itself into the annals of Hindu calendars. The entire 
country will be illuminated, and the skies adomed with colourful fireworks, 
symbolising a joyous welcome for Lord Ram to his birthplace. 


PILGRIMS OF CHHATTISGARH 
GET THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
VISIT AYODHYA 


IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF JOY AND ANTICIPATION, CHHATTISGARH | 
“READIES ITSELF FOR THE HEARTWARMING CONSECRATION OF THE 

` RAMLALA MANDIR. A CELEBRATION OF DEVOTION AND UNITY, THE ~ 

~~ EVENT PROMISES TO ILLUMINATE HEARTS AND SPIRITS ALIKE - 


n the narrative of Lord Ram's life, a poignant episode emerges during the 
| challenging 14-year "VanVaas." Amidst sylvan sanctuaries, the divine trio 

of Lord Ram, Mata Sita, and Lakshman embarked on a celestial odyssey, 

crafting an exquisite masterpiece of resilience and serenity. 

Chhattisgarh emerges as a repository of unparalleled holy and spiritual 
significance, its landscapes resonating with the ethereal echoes of a revered 
deity. These sacred sites not only forge a tangible connection between the 
present and a mythical 
past but also stand as 
integral chapters in the In Chhattisgarh, approximately nine distin- 
familial chronicles of Lord 5 guished locations hold profound significance 
Ram, thereby enriching in connection with Lord Ram. Noteworthy 
the cultural heritage of the 2 among them is Sitamadhi Harchouka (Korea), 


n Chhattisgarh, numerous sites hold — and rice, for the inauguration ceremony 
а connection to Lord Ram, reflecting and the subsequent offering of "bhog 
the deep reverence of the people. and bhandara,” with around 300 metric 
Recognising this sentiment and tonnes of aromatic rice dispatched as a 

the historic consecration of the Ram contribution towards the consecration 

Mandir in Ayodhya, the government has — ceremony. 

embarked on a significant initiative to The government's proactive efforts 

facilitate worship for its citizens, In a extend beyond logistics, as they aim to 

pivotal meeting at Mantralaya, Mahanadi таке pilgrimage accessible for those 

Bhawan, attended by cabinet colleagues, ^ unable to reach the temple independent- 

the decision was made to launch the ly. This commitment aligns with the gov- 

Shri Ramlaila Darshan (Ayodhya Dham)  emment's broader initiatives to fulfil the 


Scheme, an endeavour to escort 20,000 
pilgrims annually to the revered temple 
at the government's expense. 
Additionally, a medical team, includ- 
ing doctors from Satya Sai Hospital, 
Raipur, is enroute to Ayodhya to provide 
services during the consecration 
ceremony of Ram Lalla, demonstrat- 
ing the state's commitment to this 
momentous occasion. The government 
has also supplied essential resources, 
including a substantial quantity of flour 


aspirations of its people and allow them 
to partake in this historic pilgrimage. 

‘Adding to the pride of Chhattisgarh, 
Santoshi Durga, a dedicated worker 
Who has assisted in over 700 autopsies, 
has received a coveted invitation to the 
ceremony at the Ram Mandir. Having 
earned numerous accolades for her 
contributions, Santoshi's attendance 
alongside national leaders and dignitar- 
ies enhances the state's sense of pride 
and accomplishment. 


state. 
In the convergence. 
of myth and reality, 
Chhattisgarh stands as an 
eloquent testament to the 
enduring legacy of Lord 
Ram, where history and 
spirituality seamlessly 
intertwine, creating a 
resplendent tapestry that 
resounds through the 
ages. 


where Mata Sita received enlightenment on 

a woman's duties and where Lord Ram first 
stayed. Ramgarh (Surguja) hosted the divine 
couple for a brief period. Shivrinarayan Temple 
(Janjgir Champa) is a crucial site where 

Lord Ram consumed berries offered by Mata. 
Shabri. Remarkably, Turturiya (Balodabazar) 

is revealed as the birthplace of Lord Rama's 
sons, Luv and Kush. Chandkhuri, although not 
a residence, is Lord Ram's maternal ancestral 
home. Lastly, Ramaram (Sukma) preserves the 
sacred footprints of Lord Rama. 


t RAMARAM SUKMA, CHHAT 


4 RAMGARH S SURGUJA, CHHATTISGARH 
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n a significant development led by Chief 

Minister Vishnu Deo Sai, the Chhattisgarh 

state government formally introduces the Shri 

Ramlala Darshan scheme during a cabinet 
meeting. 

Unfolding as an annual spiritual odyssey, the 
scheme extends an exclusive invitation to 20,000 
devout souls, aligning with stringent eligibility 
criteria for Chhattisgarh residents aged 18 to 75, 
as determined by the district medical board. 

Navigating a profound 900 km spiritual jour- 
ney, logistics seamlessly find synergy through 
a well-coordinated collaboration with the Indian 


Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC). 

In its role as custodian, IRCTC will diligently 
oversee the safety, health, nourishment, sacred 
site visits, local transport, and escort arrange- 
ments for the devotees 

District administration takes charge of orches- 
trating the logistical intricacies, ensuring that 
beneficiaries experience a seamless transition 
between their residences and the railway station. 

A committee has been formed in every district, 
under the guidance of the collector, to supervise 
and execute this initiative 
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CONG'S NAVJOT SINGH SIDHU SLAMS PUNJAB DECIDE ON MARATHA QUOTA BEFORE WE REACH 


CM MANN, SAYS 'RULE OF THIEVES' IN STATE 


MUMBAI, JARANGE TELLS MAHA GOVT 


Temple marks new 


cycle of resurgence Rahul entry till | 


of nation: Murmu 


i Guwahati: 


Monastery in 
Assam bars 


3pm today 


Rahul Gandhi's 


t plan of offering prayers at Bor- 


Times News NETWORK 


New Delhi: On the eve of the 
consecration of the Ram tem- 
ple in Ayodhya, President 
Droupadi Murmu said in a let- 
ter to Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi that his 11088 
ous anushthan" is not 
only a sacred ritual but. 
alsoa “supreme spiritu- 
al act of sacrifice and 
submission to Prabhu 
Shri Ram.” 

“The — nationwide 
celebratory atmosphere 
aroundthe inaugurationof the 
grand temple of Prabhu Shri 
Ram in Ayodhya Dham is an 
uninhibited expression of the 
eternal soulof India. We all are 
fortunate to witness the com- 
mencement of a new cycle in 
the resurgence of our nation,” 
the President said, adding that 
the PM will be completing a 
“unique civilisational jour- 
ney” that will be reflected in 
the Ram temple in Ayodhya. 

"The universal valu 
that Prabhu Shri Ram repre- 
sents, such as courage, com- 
passion and constant focus on 
duty, will be taken closer to 


the people through this mag- 
nificent temple," shesaid. 

The President said Ram 
signifies the best aspects of In- 
dia’s cultural and spiritual 
heritage, represents the good 
Which is in constant battle 
with evil and that his life and 
principles influenced 
у episodes in Indi- 
an history, including in- 
spiring nation-builders 
suchas Mahatma Gand. 
hi, who derived 
strength from Ramana- 
matill his last breath. 

President Murmu added 
that Ram's message of treat- 
ing everyone with love and 
dignity, irrespective of their 
social background, also ap 
pealed to the intellect of path- 
breaking thinkers, poin- 
ting to the PM's own policy 
ini! es as reflective of 
these values. 

Later, Modi thanked Mur- 
mu for her good wishes. “I am 
confident that this historic mo. 
ment will further enrich Indi- 
an heritage and culture and 
take our development journey 
tonew heights,” he postedonX 
and tagged the president. 


1 gaon district, 


1 function: 
t fore3pm when huge crowds are 


j portsKangkan Kalita. 
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30new cancer hospitals 
built in last 9 yrs, work 
on to add 10 more: PM 


DurgeshNandan.Jha. The government is 

@timesgroup.com trying to ensure that 
New Delhi: India has added | no patient faces 
80newcancerhospitalsinthe | difficulties in cancer 
last nine years, and work is | treatment, Modi 
underway on 10 new cancer id in Gui 
hospitals, Prime Minister Na said in Gujarat 
rendraModisaidon Sunday. tion of many serious diseases 


Addressing the founda: 
tionstone layingceremony of 
Shri Khodaldham Trust-Can- 
cer Hospital in Gujarat via 
video message, Modi said 
treatment of a serious dis- 
easelikecancerbecomesabig 
challenge for any person and 
family. “The government is 
trying to ensure that no pa- 
tient faces difficulties in can- 
cer treatment,” the PM said. 

He underlined the impor- 
tance of detecting cancer at 
the right stage for its treat- 
ment. In India, cancer al 
ready starts to spread by the 
time the people of the villages 
get diagnosed. To avoid such 
situations, PM said, the cen- 
tral government has built 
more than L5lakh Ayushman 
ArogyaMandirsat the village 
level where the emphasis is 
being laid on the early detec- 


including са! ‘When can- 
cer is detected early, doctors 
also get a lot of help in its 
treatment,” headded. 

Modi said that women have 
also benefited greatly from the 
efforts of the central govern- 
ment as he mentioned Ayush- 
man Arogya Mandir playing 
an important role in the initial 
detection of diseases like cer- 
vical cancer or breast cancer. 

The PM Modi also spoke 
about opening 10,000 Jan 
Aushadhi Kendras where 
medicines are made available 
በ! an 80% discount. He also 
spoke about increasing the 
number of PM Jan Aushadhi 
Centers to 25,000. 

India recorded an estimat 
ed 8 lakh cancer deaths in 
2022, up from 7.8 lakh such 
deaths recorded in 2021 and 
7.7 lakh deaths in 2020. 
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PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE 
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON 
See Section 82 Cr. P.C. 

Where as complaint has been made before me that accused Ravi @ 
Karan 5/0 Sh. Kuldeep, R/o- ዘ. No. D-12, Kirti Nagar, Delhi has 
committed (or suspected to have committed) the offence in case 
registered vide FIR No. 1774/15 U/s 379/411/511 IPC PS. Rajouri 
Garden, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest there 
upon issued that the said accused Ravi @ Karan can not be found 
and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction that the said Ravi 
© Karan has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the | | 


dowa Satra, a revered Vaishna- 
vite monastery in Assam's Na- 
on Monday 
morning hit a roadblock as the 


Í Satra management on Sunday 


“barred the entry” of Congress 
on its premises be- 


likely to emerge to pray and 
join various programmes to co- 
incide with the Ram Lalla con. 
secration event in Ayodhya, re- 


Earlier in the day, Assam 
CM Himanta Biswa Sarma 


i had appealed to Rahul to not 


"create competition” between 
Ram Mandir and Bordowa Sa- 
tra, situated in the birthplace 
15th-l6th century neo- 
Vaishnavite saint, scholar 


i and social reformer Srimanta 


Sankardeva. Sources said the 
move was part of Congress's 
strategy to counter BJP and 
RSS by bringing Rahul to the 
birthplaceof Sankardeva. 
Meanwhile, the CM has di- 
rected DGP GP Singh to regis 
ter a case and initiate a probe 
intotheallegationsof attackon 
Rahul's Bharat Jodo Nyay Y: 
tra (BJNY) convoy by "unruly 
BJP workers” at Jamugurihat 
in Sonitpur district on Sunday. 
Senior Congress function- 


፣ ary Jairam Ramesh, who was 


in the convoy travelling from 
Biswanath Chariali to Kaliabor 
in Nagaon via Jamugurihat in 
thedistrict, alleged that “an ш 
ruly BJP crowdattacked his ve- 
hicle, tore off the Bharat Jodo 
Nyay Yatra stickers from its 
windshield, threw water and 


፲ shouted anti-BJNY slogans,” 


With inputs from Mukut 


surrender in jail 
before deadline 


Vadodara: The 11 con 
the Bilkis Bano case 
dered at Godhra sub-jail in Guj- 
arats Panchmahal district 
around11.30pm Sunday half an 
hour before the deadline set by 
Supreme Court was to end. 
While two of the 11 men 
walked into the sub-jail, the 
rest arrived by car. Two vehi. 
ferrying the convic 
were seen entering the prem- 
isesoneafter the other. 
‘Throughout Sunday, there 
was a sense of anticipation 


1 outside the prison as senior 


police officers and advocates 
fitted in and out. A security 
contingent that included 
crime branch and special op. 
group personnel 
stood guard outside. 

The surrender came two 
days after the apex court dis 
missed the convicts’ appeal for 
time to turn themselves in. 
‘They had given reasons rang- 
ing from impending surgery to 
marriage in the family and har: 
vesting. On January 8, an SC 
bench quashed the early re 
lease of the 11 convicts who 
gang-raped Bilkis Bano and 
killed 14 of her family during 
the2002 Gujaratriots. тин 
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Louder cry in Male for Indian troops recall 


Pro-China Yameen Ups Ante As Maldives Prez Muizzu Faces Parl Probe Over Kid's Death 


Sachin.Parashar 
@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: Former Maldi- 
vian president and the most 
rabidanti-India leader in the 
Indian Ocean archipelago, 
Abdulla Yameen, joined a 
publicevent, even whileserv- 
ing the ILyear sentence 
awarded to him for money 
laundering, and urged Mal- 
dives President to fulfil his 
promise of expelling Indian 
military personnel from the 
island nation. 

Yameen described as dis 
heartening the remarks made 
by a Maldivian minister in 
which he had said that remov. 
ing Indian troops won't be 
easy The former president re- 
called that removal of Indian 
soldiers was among the most 
important “presidential 
vows” of Muizzu. His com- 
ments came in the middle of 
thecontroversyoverthedeath 


takes sombre turn 


as 2 partic 


Sumitra DebRoy & 
Mateen Hafeez | тын 


Mumbai:TheSunday mar- 
athon took a sombre turn 
with thepassingof twopar- 
ticipants — a 40-year-old 
seasoned full marathon 
and a 74-year-old who had 
previously been part of 
marathons. On a positive 
note, fewer runners — 1,820 
required medical atte 
tion compared to previous 
years, suggesting that par- 
ticipants may be better pre. 
pared, while someattribut 
ed ittoa cooler morning. 
Kolkata resident Suvra: 
deep Banerjee (40) arrived 
on Friday evening, excited 
and fully prepared to par- 
ticipate in the 42 kilometre 
run, according to his close 
friend Shantanu Ray. The 
software engineer from 
Tollygunge had developed 
a passion for running since 
2019 and was training vir- 
tually with a Pune coach 
for nearly two years. He 
participated in the Kolkata 


35% of Joshimath in high-r 


Toes News Nerwonk 


Dehradun: Approximately 
35% of Joshimath, which 
faced severe land subsidence 
last year, is situated in a high- 
risk zone, according to Ranjit 
Sinha, secretary of the disas- 
ter management depart 
ment. Sinha, and senior off 
cials from Uttarakhand State 
Disaster Management Au 
thority (USDMA), participa- 
ted in a public consultation 
on rehabilitation and recon- 
struction on Saturday 

He said technical teams, 
based on an on-field survey 
since January 18, have iden- 


| 
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the Indian soldiers thrown 
out, along with Indian chop- 
persandanaircrafttheyhelp 
operate and maintain, that 


Maldives President Muizzu with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping in 
Beijing earlier this month. Both Muizzu and Yameen are pro-China but 
the latter is believed to be the architect of the "India Out’ campaign 


of a 13-year-old, allegedly be- 
cause of delayed medical 
evacuation. A parliamentary 
committee has initiated a 
probe into the issue and Muiz- 
zu himself has come under 
criticism from the opposition 
for the failure of the local au- 
thorities to use Indian heli 
copters for the purpose. 

Considered China's 
trusted ally in the count 


st 


meen was a mentor to Muizzu 
but recently fell out with him 
andhelped launch a new polit- 
ical outfit. Both are pro-China 
leaders but it's Yameen who is 
believed to be the architect of 
the ‘India Out’ campaign that 
apparently tipped the balance 
in Muizzu’s favour in the pres- 
idential polls last year. 

It was also Yameen's idea 
in 2018 as president to have 


Muizzu wants to implement. 
Yameen was in prison, but 
Muizzu ensured that the for- 
mer president was moved to 
house-arrest a day after he 
won the presidential run off 
against ከ15 predecessor Ibra- 
him Solih in September, 2023. 

“Itisvery disheartening to 
hear these words from a min- 
ister of the President's Office 
of a government that came 
with immense courage and re- 
solve to remove the Indian 
troops from Maldives. Noth- 
ing willbeeasy" said Yameen, 
who was allowed to participa- 
teina meeting of the party he 
recently launched 

After his return from Chi. 
na, Muizzuasked India to pull 
out its troops by March15.The 
president wants to replace In- 
dian choppers and aircraft, 


which have carried out 500 
medical evacuations in the 
country saving 523 lives, with 
anairambulance service he's 
planning to launch on March 
1. With Yameen breathing 
down his neck, Muizzu is un- 
likely to rethink his decision, 
which he says is backed by the 
democratic will of the Maldi- 
vian people. 

Muizzu has linked the is- 
sue with Maldives’ sover- 
eignty, saying India not re- 
moving forces will imperil 
democracy in the Maldives. 
After he met the commander 
of the US Indo-Pacific com- 
mandon Sunday, Muizzu'sof- 
fice said the commander af- 
firmed US support in main. 
taining peace while “pre 
serving its sovereignty 

However; Muizzu wants to 
seethebackof the Indian mili 
tary personnel, as he told TOI 
in an interview, through dip- 
lomatic means. 


ipants die 


A specially-abled elderly man 
participates in the Mumbai 
marathon on Sunday 


full marathon last year and 
even finished the challeng: 
ing Buddha Trail near Dar- 
jeeling, which has an 
centof almost 1,800 metres. 
Rajendra Bora's daugh- 
ter Pooja Jain, a Goregaon 
East resident, told the Azad 
Maidan police that her sep: 
tuagenarian father has 
been participating in the 
Mumbai Marathon. Bora 
collapsed near the petrol 
pump opposite Marine 
Drive at 8am. The cause of 
death was cardiac arrest 
andnatural, said police. 


ACE SHOOTER, SIACHEN CLIMBER DEFIES ODDS 


Army’s lone blind officer gets 


PMO invite for R-Day function 


Sandip.Dighe@timesgroup.com 


Pune: Fate pulled the trigger but Lt Col Dwa 
rakesh fired back. The army's only blind ac- 
tive-duty officer currently posted at the Sta- 
tion Headquarters in Pune’s Khadki has пеу- 
er let his impairment stand in his way. 
After an accident claimed his eyes 
his career, the 35-year-old won a shooting na- 
tional medal and climbed the Siachen Glacier. 
Another milestone looms this week — the 
Prime Minister's Office has invited the officer 
tothe Republic Day function in New Delhi. 
“Thave lost my eyesight, not my vision for 
life, I have found a new identity in sports,” 
Dwarakesh had said after winning the gold 
in November 2023. The officer, who has ex: 
celled in shooting since hi: 


Idi: 
bas 


"I have lost my eyesight, not my vision for ife. | have 
found a new identity in sports; Lt Col Dwarakesh had 
said after winning gold medal in November 2023 


, which provided him infrared sensor- 
ed shooting equipment. “I practised at a 
private shooting range in Pune under for- 


servicedays, scored 


Asked about the a 
said, “1 cannot say any 
pened except that other 


pitalfor eight mont 


he appealed to the Pai 


91 points in the visually 
impaired 10m air rifle shooting event. 
ident, Dwarakesh 
hing about what hap: 
rmy personnel died 
and sustained lifelong injuries. [was in hos- 
” Oneof thelast things 
he remembers seeing is a basketball match 
heplayedata military station 
Dwarakesh now works in office 
tration with help from hi-tech 
gets. “There are several advanced Al-based 
fiware tools that help me 
er, cellphones and iPad screens,” he said. 
Though his impairment planted hurdles, 
ralympic Committee of 


active military mer Olympian Anjali Bhagwat's guidance,” 
the officer said. 

In October 2021, Dwarakesh was one of 
eight disabled Indians to scale Siachen and 
create a world record. “I was determined to 
climb the glacier and I did,” he said. 

JP Nautiyal, chairperson of para shooting 
sports technical committee of Paralympic 
Committee of India, said Dwarakesh and an- 
other civilian woman are the only two blind pa- 
rashooters inthe country. “Both are doing well 
and their achievements will inspire others,” 
he said. He added that they imported special 
equipment from Switzerland, "Dwarakesh ac- 
quired shooting skills within a few weeks. His 
hard work, determination, perseverance and 
love for sport will bring glory to the country." 


adminis- 
sistive gad: 


ad the comput- 


5-year-old dies 
of heart failure 


isk zone 


sons said they were unwill- 


ing to relocate elsewhere. 
The secretary also said no 
new construction would be 
permitted in the town until 


experts verify that the land 
beneath Joshimath has sta- 
bilised. “The district admin. 
istration will take action if 
any new construction is re 
ported," Sinha said. 
Meanwhile, Joshimath 
Bachao Sangharsh Samiti 
(JBSS), a residents" group 


tified 14 areas spread across 
Joshimath under high-risk 
zones. At the public hearing, 
Sinha said that government 


also submitted a nine-point 
memorandum and raised 
concerns over thenon-fulfil 
ment of the promises made 
in April 2023. 


has earmarked 25 hectares 
of land near Gauchar in Bo- 
moth village for the reloca- 
tion. However, affected per- 


service ofthe said warrant). 

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Ravi @ Karan of 

case FIR No. 1774/15 U/s 379/411/511 IPC PS. Rajouri Garden, 

Delhi is required to appear before this court (or before me) to answer 
the complaint on or before the day of 21.02.2024. 

By Order 

Ms. Neetika Kapoor 

Metropolitan Magistrate-02 


For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor. Union T 


Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER PWD (R&B) CIRCLE REASI 


E-MAIL ID : sepwdcirclereasi@gmail.com 


NOTICE INVITING TENDERS 
Fresh E-NIT No. 06 of 2023-24 Dated 19/01/2024 (e-tendering 2™ Call) 


Territory of Jammu and Kashmir e-tenders are invited on Percentage rate trom approved and 
eligible Contractors registered win Union Terror of AK. CP WD, Radways and other State/Central Governments foreach of the folowing works - 


Not here to watch, - 
act: Manipur CM 
slams central forces 


twoyears? 


contract and oer белага can be seen downwoaded om me doparmental webe Мар j tenders gov in as per below schedule 


West Distt. | FET Nams of Work Const Part | Maintenance | Ханаан | Couet T Earnest | የመ Allowed | ር555 of Imphal: CM N Biren Singh on Sunday 
DP/844/WD/2024 (Court Matter) — Tis Hazari Court, New Delhi | | "e| 6199. - | Рала аса, | Cost(tin | document | Money | for completion | Contractor | | camedown heavily on the central forcesde- 
ilr + me ርን “ን ; z Boye in MT saying they have m: 
een invited to be a mute spectator to the 
WEST BENGAL STATE ELECTRICITY БАКА ROAD TO SARANAPORA (ዘር ongoing conflict, but to protect lives and 
DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED BASTI) (UNDER NABARD RIDF-JXXX) properties of innocent people, reports 

5300404 SCOPE OF WORK : З 
(А Govt. of West Bengal Enterprise) EARTHWORK IN CUTTING/FILLING, 55670 5567 61237 | cooo- | 1224740-] 24Month | ድጩ K Sarojkumar Sharma. His tirade came 
Regt Office: Vidyut Bhavan, Bleck, Sector- Bidhamnagar, Kolkata -700091 RIALL. BIWALL, PACCA DRAN. amid therecentspateof attackson security 
CIN: UAD109WB2007SGCT 13473, worw.wbsedd.in EE EMT RUNE ገር LA ie by Са mili. 

- RBM FILLING, 150MM THICK GSB AND. tants at different places in the state. 
WBSEDCL invites e-Tender as follows: WMM EACH, 50MM THICK B M. AND. "Central forces, you are not invited to 
NIT No.: P-59/2023-24/DTR/RCI/PC-V of the Chief Engineer, Procurement & Contracts 25MM THICK 30806, observe what is happening. You are invited 
Departmen, WBSEDCL invites e-tender for Placement afew Role Contract and Eset of] | Post en ААА = ርሽ ተ ቀ ናው ans КЕ тщ 
Vendors бердй of damaged/defective distribution transformers (ol type) for a репой о] | ከ በመ ጠቁ Consisting ወ orn ent rtr, ሃዩ ይ Оаа bi ofquanties 8.0.0) Setofemaandconatona | | Indians,” Biren said while speaking on the 


occasion of the state's 52nd Statehood Day 


i https;//wbtenders.gov.in & w 


Date of sue of Tender Notice 


19012024 


at the 181 BN Manipur Rifles Parade 


Pend cl downloading of >ч documents 


From 19/01/2024 to 30/01/2024, 1600 Hrs 


UJVN LIMITED 


Bid submission Start Date. 


Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting 


19/01/2024 891700 Hrs. 


23/01/2024 at 1200 Hrs. in the Office of Superintending Engineer, PWD [REB] Cire Reasi 


Ground here. Considering the prevailing 
situation in thestate, the CM also appealed 


Но: "UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.S. Road, Dehradun-248006 


Bid Submission End Date 


pamm 


30/01/2024. 1800 Hrs. 


tothestate police, police commandos, India 


Telephones: 0135-2763808, Fax: 0135-2763508 
CIN No.U40101UR2001SGC025866, Website:www.ujvnl.com 


Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) 


Cice Reasi 


31/01/2024 on or after 1400 Hrs in the Office of Superintending Engineer, PWD (R&B) 


Reserve Battalion (IRB) and Manipur Ri- 
fles (MR) to keep round-the-clock vigil. 


Letter No:106 


т | Date & tine of opening of Financial Bids (Online) 


To be rotted ater ፍመ ረ 52 


evaluator competed 


Thanking Prime Minister Narendra 


Tender N Date: 20/01/2024 


Office of the Executive Engineer (Maintenance) Tiloth Power House, 
Uttarkashi invites sealed tender from interested parties. Brief summary of 
tenderis given below: 

Tender No.: (i) 18/EE(M)2023-24, (i) 19/EE(M)/2023-24 

Name of Work: (i) Repairing and overhauling of Cooling Tower, (i) 
Repairing, overhauling & foundation work of 25 HP capacity centrifugal 


pump. 
Estimated Cost:-(i) Rs. 20,20,350.00 (Taxes Extra) (i) Rs 4,85,652.00 
Date of availability of bid document on website: 23.01.2024 


Last date of submission of tender: 13.02.2024 at 16:00 hrs. 
For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documents 
can be downloaded fram the Nigam's website "www.ujvnl.com' 


Executive Engineer (Maintenance) 


‘AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY 


T. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document m shape of e-challan through Treasury indicating Treasury Voucher No. & date, e-NIT No. 
‘Superintending Engineer, 


and name of work duly crediting to 0059 (Revenue) favoring 


t, Eamest 


security in shape of CDRIFDRIBG pledged 


lo in the Office of Superintending 


relevant documents of L1 be submited to the Superintending Engineer, PWD (R&B) Circe Reasi. at the ime of allotment 


2. The electronic bidding system would not alow any late submission of bids after due date and ime as per server time. Bidders may modify their bids by 
uploading the their request for modification before the deadline for submission of bids. For this, the bidder needs not to make any addtional payment 
towards the cost of tender document. For bid modification and consequential re-subrmission, the bidder is not required to withdraw his bid submitted 
scarier. The last modifed bid submitted by the bidder within the bid submission time shall be considered as the bid. For this purpose, 
nodificatior/wiharawal by other means wil not be accepted. in online system of d submission, the moxiicaton and consequential submission of bids. 
is allowed any number of imes. The bidders may withdraw his bid by uploading thei request before the deadine for submission of bids; however, ће 


‘bids withdrawn, the re-submission ofthe bid а not allowed, No bid shal be modified or withdrawn after the deadline of submission of bids. 


3, ፐ date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be noted on Web Ste wan jktenders.gox.in and conveyed to the bidders automatically through 
an e-mai message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of responsive bidders shall be opened onine in the Осе of Superintending Engineer, 


PWD (RAB) Circe Reasi The date for same shali be intimated separately 


No: 138783 
Dated: 19.01.2024 


DIP носна маз 01 2024 


PWD (R&B) Circle Reasi and upload the same Le 
treasury challanvreceipt money Engineer, PWD (RAB) Circe 
Reasi. The CORIFDRIEG shall be val for 45 Days beyond the bid validity period. The original instruments in respect of cost of documents, EMD and 


Modi and Union home minister Amit Shah 
for the latter's assurance to end the Free 
Movement Regime and fence the India- 
Myanmar border, Biren said these are “the 
biggest gifts for the people of Manipur”. “It 
is unfortunate that armed people are at- 
tacking innocent civilians, which is inhu- 
.” Biren said. Warning 
who are challenging the unity and in- 

of the state, he said “they should 
know that indigenous people of the state 


while watching 
cartoon film 


Harveer Dabas | Twn 


Bijnor: A five-year-old girl, 
Kamini, died of ‘heart attack’ 


while watching cartoons on 


mobile phone at Hathaikheda 
of Hasanpur Kotwali in UP's 
Amroha district on Sunday. 

Kamini was lying on the 
bed next to her mother with 
the phone when it suddenly 
fell from her handsand she be- 
came unconscious, her family 
said. She was immediately 
rushed to a nearby private 
hospital where she was de. 
clared "brought dead”. 

Hasanpur community 
health centre in-charge Dr 
Dhruvendra Kumar said, 
“The girl may have died of a 
heart attack 

Amroha chief medical 
officer Dr Satyapal Singh 
added, “We appealed to the 
amily to hand over the body 
for post-mortem, but they 
didn't agree. It is a matter of 
investigation whether she 
died of a heartattackorsome 
other disease." 

‘This isnot thefirstsuch in 
cident in the region inthe past 
two months. Over a dozen 
children and young men have 
died in a similar way due to 
‘heart attack” in Amrohaand 
Bijnor districts. 

Prince Kumar, 16, had 
fainted while he was playing 
cricket in Hasanpur area of 
Amroha on Dec 31, 2023. He 
was rushed to hospital, where 
the doctors declared him 

brought dead". His father, 
Rajeev Saini, had said that his 
son was "physically fit”. 

Shipra, 12, of Bijnor had 
collapsed and died inside a 
classroom on Dec 9, 2023. 

Senior physician Dr Ra- 
hul Bishnoi said, *Heart at- 
tacks might be common due 
to cold weather. Oxygen lev- 
els and blood pressure usual- 
ly drops, increasing the risk 
of blood clots. Everyone 


ር angen | | Wi come together and unite to meet any | should protect themselves 
PWD (RAB) CIRCLE such challenge”. i fromthe cold.” 
eas 
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TIMES NATION | ROAD TO AYODHYA 


Karsevak Puram: Quiet area to a busy complex 


Nerve Centre Of Ram Janmabhoomi Movement Now Houses VHP Office, Guesthouse 


Rajiv.Srivastaval@timesgroup.com 


Ayodhya: The Ram Janmabhoo- 
mi temple movement had its ups 
and downs both in the courts and 
outside since the demolition of 
the Babri mosque in 1992. Howev- 
er, an area in the temple town all 
this while was always abuzz with 
theclanking of hammersand chi- 
sels as hundreds of elaborate 
stone pillars were being carved. 
Karsevak Puram, the nerve 
centre of the Ram Janmabhoo- 
mi movement, is a transformed 
place today, much like the rest of 
Ayodhya. But the discovery of 
thiscitadel of power that houses 
VHP's local headquarters, was 
modest, and purely serendipity. 
On Oct 30, 1990, and Nov 2 of 
the same year, to escape arrest 
and police firing, many kar se- 
vaks had taken refuge in a se- 
cluded area, which was around 
2km from the Janmabhoomi 
site. The area, then full of guava 
trees crowded with monk 
was out of bounds for the police. 
This land gradually trans 
formed into a perfect abode for 
kar sevaks. After the initial 


spadework, the VHP-backed Shri 
Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas, a trust 
formed in 1993, acquired nearly 45 
acres of land in Ayodhya, includ- 
ing this area, which is the pre- 
sent day Karsevak Puram. 

‘This sprawling complex now 
houses the VHP office, a gues- 
thouse for VHP and RSS volun- 
teers, a Vedic school, a gaushala 
(cow shelter) and a dining hall, 
which has been expanded to ac- 
commodate the Jan 22 invitees 
who have been housed in ma- 
keshift dormitories, each witha 
charpoy (cot), quilt, mattress 
and charging point, 

Karsevak Puram is also home 
toShriRam Teerth Kshetra Trust 
general secretary and VHP's in- 
ternational vice-president Cham- 
pat Rai. His abode at Karsevak 
Puram is named Bharat Kutir. 

As one enters Karsevak Pu- 
ram from the main gate, two 
larger-than-life posters hanging 
from the tin-shed ceilings take 
youtothe Ram temple movement 
from 1949 onwards. The posters 
have pictures of the movement's 
main figures from another era — 
some of them not only of the pre- 


Workers at Ram temple on Sunday. 
With Ayodhya gearing up for the 
consecration event, Karsevak Puram 
is set to accommodate the invitees 


BJP but also the pre-VHP era. 
Devraha Babaand Ashok Singhal 
take the centre stage in these two 
posters while many others who 
made crucial contributions to the 
temple movement are in mug- 
shots flanking them. 

Devraha Baba is believed to 
have blessed Singhal and even 
insisted on not shifting the place 
of shilapujan despite a request 


from the then central govern- 
ment led by Rajiv Gandhi. 

Singhal Jed several move- 
ments, including shilapujan 
and kar seva of 1992. Singhal, 
wholed the VHP from the begin- 
ning of the Ayodhya movement, 
passed away in 2015. 

Daudayal Khanna, a Con- 
gress functionary who is credit- 
ed with raising the voice in sup- 
port of the temple, also finds a 
place on the posters, 

No story of the temple move- 
ment can be complete without a 
mention of Abhiram Das, saint 
associated with Hanumangarhi 
in Ayodhya. Das was made the 
prime accused in 1949 after Ram 
Lalla idol appeared inside the 
mosque on the night of Dec 2223. 
Heis there too on the posters. 

Two contemporary officials 
of the Ayodhya districtadminis- 
tration in 1949 also find a place 
on the posters. One of them is 
then collector KK Nayar. When 
Ram Lalla idols appeared in 
1949, he is also believed to have 
advocated for the release of the 
disputed site in favour of the 
Hindus along with Mahant Dig- 


vijaynath and others. 

Another is Gurudutt Singh, 
whom Singhal called Bharat's 
first kar sevak. Singh was the 
city magistrate when the Ram 
Lalla idolappeared. 

Mahant Avaidyanath, who 
was made the chairman of the 
high-powered committee for the 
construction of Ram temple in 
Ayodhya, is suitably represent- 
ed. Avaidyanath is also the guru 
of Yogi Adityanath, the present 
head priest of Gorakhnath tem- 
pleand the CM of Uttar Pradesh. 

Digambar Akhada mahant 
Ramchandra Paramhans, who 
was one of the plaintiffs in the 
Ayodhya dispute, is there too. 

Others include Swami Vam- 
dev, Jagatguru Ramananda- 
charya, RSS ideologue Moropant 
Pingle, the man believed to be the 
architect of the Ayodhya move- 
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ment from behind the curtains, 
former RSS chief Madhukar Dat- 
tatrey Devras, Raju Bhaiyya, 
Acharya Giriraj Kishore, Vish- 
nuhari Dalmiya, Rajmata Vijaya 
Raje Scindia, Gopal Singh Visha- 
rad, Onkar Bhave, Devkinandan 
Agrawaland Shrishchand Dixit. 


NSG snipers, ATS commandos, 15k cops deployed 


‘wo teams of NSG snipers, six teams of ATS commandos and 15,000 police 

personnel from UP alongwith paramilitary forces will stay on guard in Ayodhya 
оп Monday. Maintaining that foolproof security arrangements have been made іп 
the red zone, an officer on Sunday said 250 Al-based high-resolution cameras have 
been installed in the entire stretch of Ram Mandir, reports Pathikrit Chakraborty. 


Never thought temple would be 


built in my lifetime: Ayodhya ‘raja’ 


Arvind.Chauhan 
@timesgroup.com 


lendra Mohan Pratap 

Mishra, who is also a 
member of the Ram Janmab- 
hoomi Theertha Kshetra 
‘Trust, said that he had never 
thought that Ram temple 
would be built in his lifetime 
but with Ram Lalla's conse. 
cration, thetempletown isset 
toregain its lost grandeur: 

“T never thought that 1 
would witness Prabhu Ram's 
‘pran pratishtha’ in my life- 
time. Ayodhya udaseen thi, 
iski shree chali gai thi (Ayod- 
hya had turned dull, all its 
ory had faded away). It is 
that after questions 

s ity 
after her return from Lanka, 


I J ing of Ayodhya’, Bim. 


It seems that Mata Sita's curse 
has been removed now, says 
Bimlendra Mohan Pratap Mishra 


ita Sita had cursed Ayod- 
hya that no one would re- 
main happy in the temple 
town. She again went intoex 
ile. Itseems that thecurse hz 
been removed now" said 
Mishra, whoisaffectionately 
called ‘Pappu Raja’ or ‘Pappu 
Bhaiyya' by residents. 
Mishra, who had unsuc- 
cessfully contested the Lok 


Sabha election on a BSP tick- 
etin 2019, said: “Ayodhya ison 
its way to becoming one of 
the greatest places in the 
world in terms of religious 
and tourist destinations. AII 
aircrafts landing at Mahar- 
ishi Valmiki International 
Ayodhya Airport (MVIAA) 
havefull occupancy. So 
state government will 
launch helicopter service 
that will boost tourism. In- 
flux of pilgrims and tourists 
will increase business and 
employment opportunities. 

He said that after ‘pran 
pratishtha’, over one lakh 
pilgrims would visit Ayod- 
hya everyday. “To handle the 
pressure, roads have been 
widened, railway stations 
and bus depots have been ex- 
panded," he added. 


wata : 18/ቭ፳1.3፲6ቪ./8፳፳./2023-24 feries : 21 чай 2024 
TENDER NOTICE 


Online bids are Invited for following Work Tender forms may be purchased online 
by the bidders, having relevant experience. 

Work Description Tender & EMD Fee 
Selection of Bidder to|The EMD & Tender Fee shall be 
undertake various field | submitted online in the account 
activities to achieve the | mentioned below. Bank Details for, 


Work Period 


01 Year 
(may extend for 
further 01 year 


objectives of Swachh | online payment- upon the 
Bharat Mission 2.0 | Account 3647000100980707 approval of 
(Urban) within 80 wards | Number Municipal 
of Bareilly municipal | Bank Name: Punjab National Bank | Commissioner) 
area to make "A Patel Chowk, Bareilly 
Garbage Free Area” IFSC PUNBO364700 
Event of Calendar : 
SI. NO. Events I Date & Time 
1. | Date of downloading tender document 23/01/2024 from 12.00 PM 
2. | Last date for seeking clarification, if any 01/02/2024 up to 02:00 PM 
3 | Start date for uploading of proposal on 02/02/2024 from 2:00 PM 


e-Procurements platform 


4 | Last date for uploading of proposals 
(both Technical & Financial) 
in e- Procurements platform. 
5 | Time and date of opening of Technical 
proposal 
6 | Time and date of Opening of Financial 
proposal 
The tender document can be downloaded from https://etender.up.nic.in. 
"Corrigendum if any. Would appear only on the https://etender.up.nic.in site and not to 
be published in any News Paper." Sdi- 
vatn firra 
mm fem ae 


09/02/2024 up to 04.00 PM 


10/02/2024 at 04.00 PM 


To be intimated later 


келсе 


RETAIL 


Reliance Retail Limited 


Regd. Office: 3rd Floor, Court House, Lokmanya Tilak Marg, Dhobi Talao, Mumbai - 400 002 
Phone: +91-22-3555 3800 «E-mail: retail.secretarial@ril.com «Website: www.relianceretail.com 
CIN: U01100MH1999PLC120563 


NOTICE OF REDUCTION OF EQUITY SHARE CAPITAL OF THE COMPANY 


(Under section 66 of the Companies Act 2013 read with the National Company Law Tribunal 
(Procedure for reduction of share capital of Company) Rules, 2016) 


The Hon'ble National Company Law Tribunal, Mumbai Bench (the Tribunal), vide its order dated 
January 05, 2024, approved the Company's Petition (C.P.No.207/MB/2023) for reduction of 
equity share capital of the Company held by Identified Shareholders i.e. equity shareholders of 
the Company otherthan Reliance Retail Ventures Limited, the holding company of the Company, 
by approving the Form of Minute set forth herein below: 


"The fully paid up share capital of Reliance Retail Limited, is henceforth Rs. 8986,97,40,900 
(Rupees Eight thousand nine hundred eighty six crore ninety seven lakh forty thousand and 
nine hundred only) comprising 898,69,74,090 (Eight hundred ninety eight crore sixty nine 
lakh seventy four thousand and ninety) fully paid-up equity shares of Rs. 10/-as reduced from 
8994,83,95,130 (Rupees Eight thousand nine hundred ninety four crore eighty three lakh 
ninety five thousand one hundred and thirty only) comprising of 899,48,39,513 (Eight 
hundred ninety nine crore forty eight lakh thirty nine thousand five hundred and thirteen) 
fully paid-up equity shares of Rs. 10/-each." 


The aforesaid Form of Minute has been registered by the Registrar of Companies, Maharashtra, 
Mumbai on January 16, 2024 


This advertisement is published as per the directions of the Tribunal as per its order dated 
January 05,2024. 


For Reliance Retail Limited 
K. Sridhar 
Company Secretary 


Place : Mumbai 
Date : January 22, 2024 


Nirmala alleges temple telecast Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike 
60 ሀ Office of the Executive Engineer, Mahadevapura Division, ITPL Road, 
š Ё Mahadevapura, Bengaluru-560 048. 
ban in TN, DMK govt hits back | созы ETE 
Chennai: Union finance min- ference in Salem, told TOL INVITATION FOR SHORT TERM TENDER (Through GOK Kpp Portal Only) 
ister Nirmala Sitharaman “Thereisno such action: The Executive Engineer, Mahadevapura Division invites Item Rate tenders from eligible tenderers 
on Sunday reacted strongly (0 Earlier, Sitharaman in a | forthe works details in the table given below The Tenderers may submit tenders for any or ай ofthe 
EG ep a ie rede : ከው works given in the table in appropriate class registered in Bruhat Bangalore MahanagaraPalike/| 
End አ ገ Nelie ተ acting ውን” ን ው ው መ. GEH 
cial poojas in temples in programmes...In lima 
the state managed by HR&CE managed tem- | ËL Name of the work & Category Cost EMD (in Rupees) 
the Hindu Religious & ples, no puja/bhajan xi (in Lakshs) 
Charitable — Endow prasadam/annadanam 
ments (HR&CE) depart. in the name of Shri Ram. TWO COVER SYSTEM 
ment during the ‘pran is allowed. Police are Improvements to Ward Roads in Hoody and Rs.13.57,500/- (1.00 lakh through 
pratishtha' (consecration) of stopping privately held tem- | 1. | Doddenakkundi Sub Division. 905.00 | -Payment balance Rs.12,57,500/- 
Sri Ram Lalla at the Ayodhya ples from organising events. through BG, BG should be submit 
templeon Monday. They are threatening organis. before opening of Technical bid) 
However, HR&C ers that they will rip off pan- Rs.10.86,000)- (1.00 lakh through 
ር Sekar Ba is й 2 Improvements to Ward Roads in Whitefield 5.10.86, ( lakh throug! 
ter PK Sekar Babu, who is at- dalsStronglycondemnthisan- | 2. | Mme Division 72400 | e-payment balance Rs.9,86,000/- 
tending the DMK youth con- ti-Hindu, hatefulaction." mw through BG, BG should be submit 
before opening of Technical bid) 
HIMACHAL PRADESH 3. | Improvements to Ward Roads in Marathalli Rs.5.56,500/- (1.00 lakh through 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT Sub Division, 371.00 | &-Payment balance Rs.4,56,500/- 
Е.Р! nt Noti. through BG, BG should be submit 
OCCUR ° before opening of Technical bid) 
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 559951” DW 
1. The Executive Engineer, Una Division HPPWD Una H.P. on SINGLE COVER SYSTEM M een A WA 
behalf of Governor of Н.Р. invites the online bids on percentage (in Lakshs) | (in Rupees) 
rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover System for the 1.| Providing CC Road and Improvements to Drains at 
under mentioned works from the eligible and approved Madduramma Temple Road in Block No.27 of census 2011 in | 23.86 | 29,825/- 
contractors / Firms registered with HPPWD Department. Ward No.98, Hoodi, (SC). 
Sr. No. :- 1 Name of work :- Construction of Multipurpose Indoor. 2. | Improvements to Drains in 6th Cross Road in Dinnur Village in 
Stadium at Govt Collage, Khad, mahali Haroli Duit Une Block No. 18/1 of census 2011 in Ward No.98, Hoodi, (Others). 2386 |55650 
nd Septic Tank) Estimated cost: 10 05 88,466. EMD Through), — 3.| Improvements to Drains in Sth Cross Road in Dinnur Vilage | 23.86 | 59,6501 
fone line :- 10,38,000/- Time Limit :- One Year Cost of tender| Block No. 36 of census 2011 in Ward No.98, Hoodi, (Others). д а 
Through online :-5,000/- Eligible class of contractor :- Class- A 4. | Improvements to Drains in 1st Cross Road in Dinnur Vilage in | 23 вв | 29,825/- 
Sr. No. :- 2 Name of work :- Construction of Sheetla Mata Mandir at BlockNo. 24 of census 2011 in Ward No.98, Hoodi, (SC). a Р 
Ispur, Tehsil Нагой, District Una (SH:- C/O Building portion, W.S. & 5. | Improvements to Roads and Drains in the surrounding area of | 23 56 | 69,650 
S.I., Rain Water Harvesting Tank, Septic Tank and Site Development) | Elu Mandhamma Temple in Pattandur Agrahara in Block No.162 = mE 
“መ pom ም ተገ “ተ Не ተ 18 Sed of census 2011 in Ward No.98, Hoodi, (Others). 
s E CL Through online :- 5,000/-| “6 improvements to Drains in Thigalarapalya in Block ከ6.154 of | 23.86 | 59,6507 
5. Dali of SE Melon te Boc M census 2011 in Ward No.98, Hoodi, (Others). š a 
dc ram ችም ውጋ 7. | Improvements to Drains opposite to Rukmini Venue Gopala 
3. Cost of Bid Form :- As per detail in column No. 6 in form| ‘Swamy Temple to Govt. Primary School Roads in Block No.21 of | — 23.86 | 29,825/- 
` through online in favour of Executive Engineer, Una Division census 2011 in Ward No.99, Byrathi, (ST). 
HPPWD, Una payable at Una. 8. | Improvements to Drains and providing covering slabs in 
4. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission : The Ambedkar Nagara in Block No.121 of census 2011 in Ward 23.86 | 29,825/- 
bid document is available online and bid should be submitted No.100, Garudacharpalya, (SC). 
online on website win. Bidder would be) 9. | Improvements to Roads, Drains and providing covering slab in 
у= ю bet nne Cres pu nes me кон. Кы Venkateshwara Layout and surrounding areas іп Bicok No.106 of | 23.86 | 59,650/- 
perl lOS) ham ገዝ ret ОР їп Kaveri Nagara Ward Мо.100, Garudacharpalya, 
ser ID and password for participating n etonderng in HPPWD| 10.| Improvements io Roads and Drains in Pilla Reddy Road in Bicok 
may obtain the same from the website: http:/hptenders.govin No.118 of census 2011 in Kaveri Nagara Ward No.100,| 23.86 | 59,650/- 
Digital signature is mandatory to participate in the e-tendering.. Garudacharpalya, (Others). 
Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued from! 44. Improvements to Roads and Drains at Doddanekkundi Village 
authorized CAs can use the same in this tender. and surrounding area in Block no. 178 of census 2011 in Kaveri 23.86 59,650/- 
4. KeyDates: Nagara Ward No.100, Garudacharpalya, (Others). 
1 | Date of Online Publication — | 05.02.2024 (17.00 HRS) 12. Improvements to Roads and Drains at Sanjay Nagara GRS 
2 | Document Download Start | 05.02.2024 (10.00 HRS upto School Road and surrounding area in Block No.23 of census | 23.86 | 59,650/- 
andEndDate 14.02.2024 (17.00 HRS) 2011 in Ward No.101, Doddanekkundi, (Others). 
3 | Bid Submission Start and 05.02 2024 (10.00 HRS upto 13.| Improvements to Roads and Drains at Lakshminara- yanapura 
End Date. 15.02.2024 (17.00 HRS) Main Road and surrounding area in Block No.107/2 of census | 23.6 | 29,825/- 
4 | Physical Submission of 16.02.2024 uplo 10.30 HRS 2011 in Ward No.102, AECS Layout, (ST). 
Required original Document 14.| Improvements to Roads and Drains at Thigalarapalya and 
Profile. ' surrounding area in Block No.109 of census 2011 in Ward No.102 | 2200 | 59,650 
5 Date of Technical Bid 16.02.2024 (11.00 HRS). AECS Layout, (Others). 
መሠ መ by 45.| Improvements to Roads and Drains at Sathya Sai Temple and 
Opening of Financial surrounding area in Block No.206 of census 2011 in Ward No.102 | 2342 | 59,650/- 
шылын: AECS Layout, (Others). 
16.| Construction of CC Roads іп SC/ST area at Ambedkargutta in 
‘The roa pe et ttn pO aneges CO የሁ Block No.55 of census 2011 in Ward No.103, Whitefield, | 23.08 | 59,650/- 
a. Cover 1 : shall contain scanned copies of all “Technical (Others). 
D Cover sha aona BOQFincialBid wherecontracior|  17.| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area al Vijayanagara 
Will Quote his offer for each item. in Block No.56/2 of census 2011 in Ward No.103,| 23.86 | 59,650/- 
le. i : The bidders are required Whitefield, (Others). 
to submit required Technical Documents in Executive Engineer,  18.| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area at Varthur Colony and 
Una Division, HP:PWD, Una H.P. as specified in Key dates Sr. 4 Kaveri Nagara in Block No.106 of census 2011 in Ward No.104, | 23.86 | 59,650/- 
on Tender Opening Date, failing which the bids will be declared Varthur, (Others). 
s. 49.| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area at Sorahunase and 
7. BID OPENING DETAILS: The bids shall be opened on Madhuranagara in Block No.112 of census 2011 in Ward No.104, | 23.86- | 59,650/- 
16.02.2024 at 11.00 HRS in the office of Executive Engineer, Una Varthur, (Others). 
ре Ds = መመ ይና pens 20.| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area at Balagere in Block 
esee т рео ола еп ኢመማ No.150 of census 2011 in Ward No. 104, Varthur, (SC). 23.86 | 29,825/- 
to be closed on the date of opening of the bids as specified, the!  21.| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area at Gunjur апа Gunjur 
bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and Palya Colony in Block No.118 of census 2011 in Ward No.104, | 23.86- | 59,650/- 
venue. The date for opening of financial bids will be intimated Varthur, (Others). 
separately after evaluation of technical bids. 22.| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area at Panathur and 
8. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period Panathur Dinne Colony in Block No.107 of census 2011 in Ward 23.86 59,650/- 
notless than 75 days after the deadline date for bid submission. No.104, Varthur, (Others). 
9. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer Т š 
23,| Construction of CC Roads in SC/ST area at Chikkabellandur in 
Heel lies መ ሙትት oro reden Block No.120 of census 2011 in Ward No. 104, Varthur (Others). 23.86 | 59,650/- 
notify he bidders of ‘any bid pius the Employer ‘shall not be| 24.| Improvements to Roads and Drains at Sanjay Nagara in Block | 2386 | 59,650/- 
liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the М№о.103 of census 2011 in Ward No. 106, Marathahalli, (Others). 
bidders’ responsibility to verify the website for the latest 25.| Improvements to Roads, providing covering slabs and desilting 
information related to the tender. of Drains in Ambedkar Nagara in Block No.65 of census 2011 in 23.86 29,825/- 
NOTE :- The bidders are requested to submit their bid as per Ward No.106, Marathahalli (SC). 
посто issued iy the Principal PWtotheGovtof ^ 26 Improvements to Roads and Drains in AK Colony in 
HP vide No. PEW(B)A(3/1/2020 dated 22.07.2020 & Govt. of HP. Block No.45 of census 2011 in Ward No.106, Marathahalli | 23.86 | 59,650/- 
| vide No. PBW (B)A(3)1/2020-1 dated 07.10.2021 & E-in-C, (Other d 
HP:PWD, Shimla-2 letter No. PWICTR/32-20 -Geni Inst. (Онега). 
| CPWD/2020:-37996-38096 dated 13.03.2023 27.| Improvements to Roads and Drains at Kasavanahalli Bhovi 23.86 59,650/- 
Тһе bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the Colony in Block No.154 of census 2011 in Ward No.107, + ü 
department website www.hptenders.gov.in. Bellandur, (Others). 
Executive Engineer, Calendar of Events: (1) Last date of submission queries :23.01.2024 within 3:00 p.m. (2) Date & 
Una Division, time for Pre bid meeting: 25.01.2024 at 11:00 a.m. (3) Last Date & Time for receipt of tenders:| 
HPPWD, Una Pin Code 174303 06.02.2024 upto 4:00 p.m. (4) Date & Time for Opening Financial / Technical bid: 07.02.2024 а 
ome ensi ا‎ 20098 4:30 p.m. (5) Date & Time for Opening Financial bid for Two Cover : 15.02.2024 at 4:00 p.m. 
‚тей: -hpQnic Further particulars can be obtained from the above office during working hours on working days or| 
On behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh from website:https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in 
ያረሰ. Sdi- Executive Engineer, Mahadevapura Division, BBMP, 
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-| YOUR VISUAL GUIDE TO THE TEMPLE COMPLEX 
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L М 4 ዛ B = a ፪ | 8 = L 1 5 | А. и E 5 L L 7 and security 
Today, the final ritual of pran pratishtha during *mool muhurt' will take place between 
12:29 pm and 12:30 pm — for just 84 seconds. Guests will get their first darshan after 
2:30 pm. TOI gives you a bird's eye view of the temple and its surroundings = 
= guest house 
Plaza with. 
Jatayu sculpture 
The sanctum sanctorum Plaza near 
the main spire of the temple and five mandaps are on tare 
the ground floor. 
© Ram Darbar will be on 
2 ЅСАМ CODE ТО READ 1 the first floor. Plans аге 
Remaking of Ram's j Still not final for the 
3 саан 5 zs ч second floor pons ks denies 
e == | 732m 14 tt 
neg jecte ር Е - 
M^ E : | | NO IRON USED 
© makeover 1 2 
፦ How Ayodhya Ë) š The 3-storey Mandir is built in the 
= completes a traditional Nagara style 
፲| Wwe" ብ 
° Bansi-Paharpur area in 
trict of Rajasthan has 
ec е construction of 
መኛ In the main Garbh Griha (sanctum 
sanctorum, photo below), there are 


idols of Ram Lalla. The temple also 
has multiple mandaps, including Rang 


Mandap & Nritya Mandap 
TEMPLE 
SECURITY PLAN 
ሀን 3 b= 7 i - à š > intelligence (AI) surveillance 
ш t à А | 2 EU Vyss, is likely to be introduced for 
2 ላ = Í е the security of Ram Mandir. 
= 2 = Tou ч = і footfall is expected locker facilities to pilgrims 
— 1 ነ NA e The complex will also have a 
= separate block wi 


water — 70% of the 


Devotees will enter the temple after 


climbing 34 steps, scaling a height of been left green 

16.11 ft from the ground before FORRAMLALLA 

entering through Singh Dwar At 12 noon on every Ram 
Navami, a system of mirrors and 

There are ramps and lifts for lenses wili focus the rays of the 


disabled and elderly persons. figures. sun on the forehead of Ram Lalla's 
idol. The first such anointment ከሃ 


Mandir complex will also have. 
temples dedicated to Maharshi 
Valmiki, Maharshi Vashishtha, 
Maharshi Vishwamitra, Maharshi 
Agastya, Nishad Raj, Mata Shabri, 


Staircase from ground floor 
to first floor. Similar set of 
stairs on the other side 


the pillars while 
artisans from 
Rajasthan are 


GIFTS FOR LORD RAM FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE 
2400kg ‘ashtadhatu’ bell 108-ft incense stick Gifts from Nepal 


a መ - W ው ለ 108ft-long incense > More than 3,000 gift Коу 
r= stick, weighing 3,610kg,  thalis have been sent 
and costs lakh. made of organic from various parts of š е ا‎ Mosen ጆ 

iis extraordinary material, was Nepal. Janakpur i ' ki 
ker Ue А : B in Ravan's kingdom i 4 
a IE а Nus m^ E 
UP's Etah district SA in Gujarat 500 crafted baskets [8185 bhog тавих bic SS 
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TIMES Special | Road To Ayodhya 


Outram reports about a recurrent 
conflict between Hindus and 


possession of Das, itis very close 
to the mosque and allowing a 
temple-like structure would lead 
to more conflict 


Mar 17, 1886 

Raghubar Das challenges the 
decision in dist court. Dist judge 
Colonel FEA Chamier accepts that 
the mosque has been built atop 

a place worshipped by Hindus, 
but it's now too late to amend 
a'mistake committed over 350 
years ago’, Orders status quo 


Mar 27 1934 

Communal riot due to cow 
slaughter in Shahjahanpur 
near Ayodhya, Babri Masjid 


ው PM Jawaharlal Nehru calls up 
UP CM GB Pant asking him to 
get the idol removed. When 


1528 asked, Faizabad DM KK Nayyar 
According to the most popular | replies that ከፎ would rather 
version which finds mention in | prefer to be removed" 
government gazettes, Mughal 
ruler Babur's general Mir Baqi | Hashim Ansari files plea 
constructs a mosque after razing | from the Muslim side 
a temple at ‘Ram's birthplace’ Dec 29, 1949 
in Ayodhya's Ramkot. (Janma Faizabad municipal board 
Sakhis, a form of Sikh literature, | chairman Priya Dutt Ram is 
have mentioned that Guru Nanak || appointed receiver of the 
Dev visited Ayodhya in 1510-11 AD | disputed campus. Magistrate M 
for darshan of Ram Janmabhoomi | singh orders that puja can be 
temple. SC in its Nov 9, 2019 order, | offered to the idol with 3 priests 
has referred to this episode) 

Jan 6,1950 
1530-1605 Gopal Singh Visharad 
Several skirmishes and of Hindu Mahasabha and Mahant 
communal violence are Ram Chandra Das Paramhans 
reported over the Mandir- of Digambar Akhara file plea in 
Masjid dispute. During the time || Faizabad court seeking right to 
of Akbar, a platform (chabutra) | worship at the site where the idol 
is constructed in front of the | had been kept 
mosque and handed over to 
Hindus. There was a royal Jan 19,1950 - А 
order that Hindus shouldn't be | Civil judge Bir Singh restrains 
stopped from performing puja | Muslim side through temporary 
at this platform injunction from removing the idol 
1658-1707 Mar3,1951 — 
The tussle intensifies during the | The court passes interim order 
period of Aurangzeb. allowing puja after closing the 
Guru Gobind Singh's army joins | inner side of the structure. It also 
the battle to "liberate" asks the Muslim parties not to 
Ram Janmabhoomi interfere in the puja 
1855 Aor 26 1955 
British resident Major James Allahabad high court endorses 


the civil judge's order of Mar 3, 
1951 


Muslims over the ‘disputed’ Dec 17,1959 
structure Nirmohi Akhara files the third suit 
1859 in the matter claiming to be the 
The newly anointed British GIALLE 
government in India separates Dec 18, 1961 
places of worship of the two A fourth suit is filed in the case 
communities at the site. Gives. by Sunni Central Waqf Board, 
the inner court to Muslims, outer | staking claim to not only the 
court to Hindus masjid property but also the 
Јап15,1885 he perm iD 
Trepi uqa graveyard. Six Muslim plaintiffs, 
to 
Akhara mahant Raghubar Das | ones, Ansari, are party 
moves а local court seeking 
permission to construct a 
“mandap' atop the platform in| Voti dinde parishad (VHP) is 
front of the mosque formed on Janmashtami in the. 
Feb 24, 1885 presence of RSS chief Golwalkar 
Das's plea is junked, The and Akali Dal chief Master Tara 
court of sub-judge Harikishan Singh 
says though the platformisin | Apr 7-8, 1984 


Dharm Sansad in Delhi raises 
the issue of Ram Janmabhoomi 
‘liberation’ 


June 18, 1984 

Ram Janmabhoomi Mukti Yagya 
‘Samiti is formed with Mahant 
Avaidyanath as its chairman and 
Mahant Nritya Gopal Das as its 
vice-chairman 


Oct 7, 1984 

Ram Janmabhoomi Mukti Yagya 
Samiti takes out a grand dharm 
yatra from the Saryu bank which 
culminates in a grand rally in 
Lucknow on Oct 14 


Ц Sep 18,1985 
is damaged but repaired Буа ‘sri Ram Janmabhoomi yas 

is formed under Jagadguru 
1936 Ramanandacharya Shiv 
‘Commissioner of waqfs sets Ramacharya. VHP's Ashok 
up an inquiry under UP Muslim | Singhal is appointed convener 
Waqfs Act to find out the. and Vishnu Hari Dalmiya 
መዋቹ of the mosque. Inquiry | treasurer 

leclares that Babri Masjid was 
il Feb 1, 1986 

ыры lur a Sami a 

lawyer Umesh Chandra Pandey, 
Dec 22-23, 1949 dist judge KM Pandey orders 
Idol of Ram Lalla 'appears' inside | opening of disputed site's locks, 
the mosque after a week-long | in place since 1949, for Hindu 


worshippers. Allows puja inside. 
City magistrate opens the lock 
40 minutes after the court order 


Feb 3, 1986 

Hashim Ansari 

moves Lucknow bench of high 
court against the dist judge 
order, Pleads that the order 
was passed without hearing the 
Muslim side 


Feb 6,1986 


May 22,1988 

BMAC announces Ayodhya march 
to perform namaz at the disputed 
site 


Feb 1,1989 

At Prayagraj Dharm Sansad, 
VHP fixes Nov 10 as the date for 
temple foundation. A model of 
the proposed temple is released 


June 8-9, 1989 


matter of faith and courts can't 
decide it 


July 1, 1989 

VHP's former vice-president 
and the next friend of Ram 
Lalla Virajman (deity), Justice 
Deoki Nandan Agarwal, files a 
plea in high court seeking the 
restoration of the disputed land 
and removal of the mosque. HC 
merges the four other cases 
pending in the Faizabad court 
and starts hearings 


Aug 19,1989 

Shankaracharya Shantanand 
starts Ramshila puja at Badrinath 
temple 


Oct-Nov 1989 

Over 3 lakh Ramshilas reach 
Ayodhya from across India for 
Nov 10 shilanyas programme 


Nov 9,1989 
PM Rajiv Gandhi, CM ND 
Tiwari and RIB Nyas are on 


June 1990 

VHP fixes Oct 30 as the date to 
start the construction of the 
temple 


July-Oct 1990 
The VP Singh govt starts efforts 
for negotiations on the issue 


Sept 25,1990 

BUP chief LK Advani starts rath 
yatra from Somnath. It was to 
reach Ayodhya by Oct 30 


Oct 19, 1990 

Centre passes an ordinance to 
acquire the disputed land and 
hand it over to the RJB Nyas, but 
takes it back within three days 


12 


Ram Lalla idol at the disputed site before the demolition 


Nov 7,1990 

VP Singh govt falls after 

BJP withdraws support; 
Chandrashekhar becomes the 
new PM with Cong support 


Dec 23, 1990 

Experts from both VHP and 
BMAC hand over documents 
justifying their claims to the govt. 
Muslim side doesn't attend this 
meeting after five rounds and the 
effort fizles out 


Oct 1991 
Kalyan govt acquires 2.77-acre 
land around the disputed site 


Oct 25, 1991 

HC allows UP govt to take control 
of the acquired land but stops it 
from raising any structure on it 
Nov 2, 1991 

Kalyan Singh gives assurance at 
the National Integration Council 
that the ‘structure’ would be 
protected 


Nripendra Misra: Man behind Ram 
temple and consecration ceremony 


Ayodhya: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's go-to officer 
and chairman of the Ram 
temple construction commit- 
tee, Nripendra Misra is a key 
architect of the consecration 
ceremony too. On the eve of 
the event, Misra was busy 
overseeing and supervising 
preparations for the ‘pran 
pratishtha’ which will see the 
presence of the PM, 550 state 
guests and 7,000 invitees 


THE KEY ARCHITECT 


depicting Lord Ram in Ayodhya on Sunday 


Besides the Ram temple, 
the 78-year-old officer also 
helmed construction of the 
Pradhanmantri Sangraha- 
laya in Delhi, а key project dri- 
ven bythe Modi government. cl 

Misra told TOI that being 
entrusted with the responsib- 
ility of the Ram temple con- 
struction was “divine bless- 
ing". "What more could I 
have asked for? I am not say- 
ingIwillcallitaday But what 
has соте so far to me is from 
the Lord who alone will chart 
my next course,” Misra had 
said when asked what could 
behisnextassignment. 

‘The former civil servant, 
who served as principal secre- 
tary to Modi from 2014 to 2019, 


PMO that he will be 
the bridge between 
the Centre, state gov- 
ernment and other 
members of the pan- 
el, many of whom 
were part of 
movement to build a 


was given a one-line brief by 
him —builda temple that will 
last at least 1,000 years. 


the committee was seen as a 


lear message from 


the 


temple, to negotiate past the 
hurdles that inevitably pop 
up in any project with many 
stakeholders. 

Having served as princi- 
pal secretary to two Uttar 
Pradesh chief ministers — 


Kalyan Singh and Mulayam 
Singh Yadav — the retired 
IAS officer is no stranger to 
the Ram temple movement 
and some of the other trust- 
ees, and was іп a bet- 
ter position to push 
matters through the 
procedural maze. 

An old-school bu- 
reaucrat, he was 
keen on joining as a 
lecturer in Allaha- 
bad iversity until 
his teacher advised him to 
take the civil services exam. 
Misra took the advice in 
right earnest and made it to 
the IAS in 1967. 

Over the years, he served 
across government depart- 


ments and ministries at the 
Centre and states. At the 
Centre, he was India’s top 
trade negotiator at the World 
Trade Organisation and 
then moved to fertiliser and 
telecom departments as sec- 
retary before being appoint- 
ed the telecom regulator. 

The experience, and 
quick decision-makingabili 
ty came handy after he was 
appointed principal secreta- 
ry to Modi, where he was in 
the thick of action, working 
closely with all government 
departments to deliver what 
thePM wanted. 

Misra holds an impres- 
siveacademicrecord — Mas- 
ters in public administra- 
tion from Harvard's John F 
Kennedy School, MA in polit- 
ical science, and MSc in 
chemistry from Allahabad 
University. He is a recipient 
of Padma Bhushan and Ja- 
pan's prestigious Order of 
the Rising Sun, Gold and Sil- 
ver Star for his outstanding 
career in the civil service. 

Misra has three children. 
His son Saket Misra, former- 
ly of the IPS, is a nominated 
MLC in UP legislature, 
daughter Purva Misra works 
with a media group, and the 
youngest daughter Prachi 
Misraisan Indian Auditsand 


Accounts Service officer. 


Nov 15, 1991 

SC asks UP govt to strictly 
implement the Oct 25, 1991 HC 
order 


Feb 1992 

UP govt starts construction 
of boundary wall around the 
disputed site 


Mar 1992 

42.09 acre land acquired near the 
disputed site in 1988-89 handed 
over to the RJB Nyas for Ram 
Katha Park. The land was levelled 
over the next three months after 
razing the existing structures. 


May 1992 
Muslim side moves HC seeking to 
stall the levelling work on 42.09 
acre land. HC refuses to stay 
levelling work. 


July 9,1992 

VHP resumes kar seva, 
construction of a concrete 
platform near shilanyas site 
begins 


July 15,1992 
HC stays kar seva and 
construction work 


July 1992 
Contempt plea filed in SC 
against CM Kalyan Singh 


July 18, 1992 
National Integration Council 
asks UP govt to abide by HC order 


July 23, 1992 

SC stops construction work. 
PM Rao appeals to saints and 
seers to break the deadlock 


July 26, 1992 
On seers’ advice, VHP stops 
kar seva for 3 months 


Aug 1992 

After PM Rao's assurance ከ 
Parliament that he is talking to 
both sides, an Ayodhya Cell is 
formed in the РМО, Ex-cabinet 
secy Naresh Chandra appointed 
chairman 


Oct 1992 

On PM's initiative, two rounds of 
talks take place between BMAC 
and VHP 


Photo Courtesy: Mahendra Tripathi 


Nov 27, 1992 

UP govt files an affidavit in 

SC that no construction will take 
place at the disputed site. SC 
appoints its observer for Ayodhya 
to ensure there is no construction 
on Dec6 


Dec 3, 1992 
Over 25,000 paramilitary jawans 
stationed in Ayodhya 


° 8 nationwide communal ri 


ው Kalyan resigns before Centre 
sacks his govt and imposes 
Central rule 

> Idols placed in the makeshift 
temple in a tent by evening 
Two FIRS are lodged at Ram 
Janmabhoomi thana - no. 197 


Dec 7-8 
Central forces take control 
of the disputed site 


Dec 10, 1992 
Centre bans RSS, VHP, Bajrang 
Dal and Jamaat-e-tslami 


Dec 13, 1992 

FIR no. 197 in demolition 

case handed over to CBI. FIR በር. 
198 to CB-CID of state police 


Dec 15, 1992 

Centre sacks BJP govts in 
Rajasthan, MP and HP, accusing 
them of having ties with banned 
organisations 

Dec 16, 1992 

‘Advani and seven other 
accused sent to Lalitpur jail. 
Trial in FIR no. 198 starts in 
Lalitpur court 

ው Retired chief justice of AP 
high court, MS Liberhan, 

is appointed as a one-man 
commission to probe the 
demolition. It is to submit 

its report in three months 

but is given 48 extensions. It 
finally submits its report on 
June 30, 2009 


Jan 7,1993 

Centre acquires total 67.7 acre 
land around the site through 
Acquisition of Certain Area of 
Ayodhya Act, 1993 

> President SD Sharma sends 
Presidential Reference to the SC 
to find out whether any temple 
existed beneath the disputed 
site. Or, whether the mosque 
was built after razing the 
temple. After deliberating on the 
reference, SC returns it saying 
that it can’t give its opinion 


Feb 27, 1993 

CB-CID files its chargesheet at 
the Lalitpur court against saffron 
leaders 


Mar 11,1993 
Mumbai blasts “in retaliation’ to 
Babri demolition 


to include the 2.77 acre land of 
the disputed site in the acquired 
67.7 acres, making ita chunk of 
approx 70 acre 


May 1996 
BJP becomes single largest party 
in Lok Sabha elections, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee becomes PM for 13 
days 


Mar 1998 

BJP returns to office with 
Vajpayee as PM for second time. 
Govt lasts 13 months 


Oct, 1999 

BJP again comes to office at the 
Centre with a coalition (NDA), 
completes term 


Feb 2002 

VHP fixes March 15 as the date 
for resuming construction. Kar 
sevaks reach Ayodhya from 
across the country. SP govt in 
UP allows symbolic shila pujan. 
Coach no. S-6 of Sabarmati Exp 
carrying them to Gujarat burnt 
near Godhra. Fifty-eight burnt 
alive, leading to Gujarat riots 
which claim more than 1,000 lives 


Apr 2002 

A three-judge bench of Allahabad 
HC resumes hearing the Ayodhya 
title suit 


Mar 5, 2003 

HC asks ASI to probe whether 
any temple existed beneath the 
mosque ASI conducts excavation 
and finds remains of an 11th 
century temple 


Sep 30, 2010 
ዘር delivers its verdict on 4 


Dec 2010 
Hindu Mahasabha and Sunni 
board challenge the verdict in SC 


May 2011 
SC stays HC order and orders 
status quo. 


May 2014 
Modi govt comes to office with 
majority 


June 2015 

VHP starts drive to collect shilas 
in Rajasthan, Two truckloads of 
engraved stones reach Ayodhya 
after over a decade. SP govt in 
UP says entry of shilas won't be 
permitted in Ayodhya 


Mar 21, 2017 

SC says Ayodhya issue is 
highly sensitive, should be 
resolved out of court 


Feb 8, 2018 

SC asks parties to get papers 
ready, says no new party would 
be allowed to join the litigation, 
Clarifies that it would take up the 
matter as a land dispute 


Mar 14, 2018 

SC nixes 32 intervention petitions, 
leaving only those parties who 
are part of litigation at HC. Again 
offers opportunity for negotiation 


Sep 27, 2018 
SC turns down Muslim side 


Champat Rai: Ram Lalla's 
most trusted recorder-keeper 


Rajiv.Srivastaval 
@timesgroup.com 


Ayodhya: One man who has 
held the fort at the Ramjan- 
mabhoomi site since the Su 
preme Court paved the way 
for the construction of Ram 
temple is bespectacled 
Champat Rai. 

From the ‘bhoomi pujan' 
of the grand temple on Au- 
gust 5, 2020 to date, Rai has 
been meticulously involved 
with brick-by-brick construc- 
tion of the temple in his ca- 


pacity as the general secreta- 
ry of Shri Ram Janmabhoo- 
mi Teerth Kshetra Trust. 

But his association with 
the Ram temple movement 
goes back to the 1980s. Given 
his deep knowledge about 
the alleys and history of the 
templetown, Rai iscalledthe 
“encyclopedia of Ayodhya’ 
When the Ramjanmabhoo- 
mi case was being intensely 
fought in the courts, Rai of- 
ten helped the counsels from 
the Hindu side with the doc- 


Ram temple in Ayodhya is lit up on the eve of the ‘pran pratishtha’ 


umentary evidence about 
Ram Lalla's abode. 

This ‘record-keeper of 
Ram Lalla' actively participa- 
ted in the karseva of Decem- 
ber 6, 1992 — the day Babri 
masjid was brought down. 

Born as Champat 
Rai Bansal in Uttar 


trict in 1946, he was 
drawn to the RSS ide- 
ology from his child- 
hood. He wasa chem- 
istry lecturer at RSM 
Degree College in 
Bijnor before he joined the 
temple movement. 

Some close associates of 
Rai recall that he was arrest- 
ed during Emergency in 1975 
for having links with RSS. 
“He was giving a chemistry 


Champat Rai 


lecture in the college when a 
police team arrived to arrest. 
him. Rai told them to wait un- 
til he finished the lecture, 
Such washisstaturethat cops 
agreed and took him away on- 
ly after the class,” recalled an 
associate of Rai. 

He remained be- 
hind bars for 18 
monthsand wasshift- 
ed from one jail to an- 
other during this pe- 
riod. After his re- 
lease, Rai quit the job 
as a lecturer and 
joined VHP, which was steer- 
ing the temple movement. He 
worked in the Awadh region, 
mobilising youths for the 
temple movement. Rai also 
holds the post of the interna- 
tional vice-president of VHP. 
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plea to send Ismail Faruqui 

case of 1994 to a bigger bench, 
Muslim side's plea is that HC 
2010 judgment was influenced 
Бу 1994 SC observation that a 
mosque is not an integral part of 
Islam for offering namaz. The SC 
bench headed by CJI Dipak Misra 
delivers 2-1 verdict. Justice Misra 
and Justice Ashok Bhushan are 
of the opinion that Ayodhya issue 
had nothing to do with Faruqui 
case. Third member, Justice S 
Abdul Nazeer, says the issue be 
decided on the basis of faith 


Oct 29, 2018 

fter retirement of Justice Misra, 
a bench of Justice Ranjan Gogoi, 
Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul and 
Justice KM Joseph starts hearing 
the case 


Jan 9, 2019 

A five-judge bench set up under 
CJI Gogoi. Members are Justice 
SA Bobde, Justice NV Ramana, 
Justice UU Lalit and Justice DY 
Chandrachud 


Jan 10, 2019 

Justice Lalit recuses as he had 
represented Kalyan Singh as a 
lawyer 


Jan 25, 2019 

The bench is reconstituted, now 
including Justice Bobde, Justice 
Chandrachud, Justice Ashok 
Bhushan and Justice S Abdul 
Nazeer 


Feb 26, 2019 

SC asks parties to explore 
possibilities of amicable solution 
through mediation 


Mar 8, 2019 

SC sets up mediation panel 
which has former SC judge FMI 
Khalifullah, spiritual guru Sri Sri 
Ravishankar, and lawyer Sriram 
Panchu 


May 10, 2019 
SC sets Aug 15 deadline to 
Submit report 


July 11, 2019 
SC says that if mediation is not 
possible, it will start hearing 


August 1, 2019 
Mediation panel submits report 
tosc 


August 2, 2019 


TWISTS & TURNS 
OVER 500 YEARS 


TIMELINE 


August 6, 2019 
SC begins day-to-day hearing 
of the case 


October 16, 2019 
After the marathon 40-day dally 
hearing, SC reserves its order 


Nov 9, 2019 


birthplace of Ram and hands 
over 2.77-acre land to Ram Lalla 
Virajman 

> Asks Centre to form 

trust within 3 months for 
construction of temple 

ው Asks UP govt to give 5-acre 
land to Sunni board in Ayodhya 
for construction of a mosque 
ው Says the structure below 
disputed site is not an Islamic 
structure, but the ASI has not 
established whether a temple 
was demolished to build a 
mosque 

ው Says the faith of Hindus that 
Lord Ram was born at disputed 
site where Babri Masjid once 
stood cannot be disputed 

ው Says that 1992 demolition of 
Masjid was a violation of law 
> Rejects claim of Nirmohi 
Akhara, which was seeking 
control of disputed land, saying 
they are custodian of land 


ዘክ J'khand declare 
a holiday today 


በ Himachal Pradesh and 
Jharkhand, governed by 
Congress and JMM respect- 
ively, publicholidays have been 
declared to observe the conse- 
cration ceremony. Odisha, 
governed by BJD, has also 
announceda holiday. These are 
the only states not governed by 
BJP that have officially declared 
holidays for the occasion. Tun 


Ban on sale of 
meat, fish & liquor 


ssam government ordered a 

banonthe saleof meatand 
fish until apm Monday, aligning 
with similar restrictions imposed 
in Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Uttarakhand, 
Chhattisgarh, and Haryana to 
observe the consecration 
ceremony. Also, а dry day has 
been declared, with liquor shops 
remaining closed Monday. тим 


‘Ayodhya princess’ 
descendant arrives 


escendants of Korea's Queen 

Heo will attend the conse- 
cration ceremony, reports 
Shailvee Sharda. Chilsu says he 
represents about 35 lakh people 
whosee Ayodhya as their 
grandmother's home. Queen 
Heo was the princess of Ayodhya 
who, according to popular leg- 
end, wentto Korea in48AD and 
started the Karak dynasty there. 
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Nitish shifts mantri who criticised epic 


Patna: Bihar CM Nitish Kumar ap- 
peared to be playing the 'soft Hindut- 
va' card apparently in a bid to cash in 
on the surging Hindu sentiments in 
therun-upto Monday's Ram Lalla con- 
secration ceremony in Ayodhya, re- 
ports Manoj Chaurasia, Nitish on 


Sunday inaugurated Sriram Janaki 
Medical College and hospital in Sa 
mastipur district. On Saturday night, 
Nitish government had shifted RJD 
minister Chandra Shekhar —whohad 
been criticising Ramcharitmanas 

fromeducationtosugarcaneministry 


Online Tender Document for M.P. Police 
, BHOPAL 
Dated 12/01/2024 


POLICE HEADQUARTER, M. 


No. PHQ/ 18/ GPCI 7520-3 A04 Bhopal, 

“ONLINE TENDER NOTICE “ 
Online tender are invited by Deputy Inspector General of Police (Provisioning) Police Head 
Quarter, Bhopal on behalf of DGP MP Bhopal for PSL Items on website 


ከና gov i/nicgep/app — 
Equipments for Chemistry Lab of Ratlam, Rewa, Jabalpur 
Г 86 
Sr [хмм Equipment Pta; 
ples pri 

8887 መ] ፥ 1080 100 
1 | Hotplate with Magnetic stirrer One for each unit g 455 1000 
3 | Fuming chamber 3 1800 206) 
4 | Oven 6 13,500 1,000 
5 Ultrasonic bath 3 EJ 100 
$ | aH meter with accessories bench top] ç Ет] 1000 
7 | Heating mental -2 6 EJ 1600 
8 | Digital balance (up to 2kg) |፥ 500 000 
3 | Hot waterbath [3 4500 100 
10 | UV Chamber 6 9000 100 
11 | Air Conditioner g $000 1000 
42 | Computer PC with wifi Facilities 6 10,800 100 
1з | MutfoncionalPírter ፥ 7200 100 
TOTAL EMD & Tender FEES 107,100/- 14,000 


Offers Prayers At 
Temple In TN's 
Dhanushkodi 


Ties News Network 


Madurai/Lucknow: Prime Min- 
ister Narendra Modi offered 
prayers on Sunday at Tamil Na- 
du’sKothandaramaswamy temple 
on Rameswaram island's Dha 
nushkodi, wrapping up 11 days of 
rituals and trips to Lord Ram-link- 
ed shrines before he leads the con- 
secration in Ayodhya on Monday. 

The  Kothandaramaswamy 
temple is dedicated to Kothanda- 
rama, Lord Ram with the bow 
and arrow It is said that Vibhish: 
ana, brother of Ravana, first met 
Lord Ram here and sought ref- 
uge. Legend has it that this is 
where Lord Ram conducted the 
coronation of Vibhishana after 
the Lanka war. 

A special puja was conducted 
with the PM in attendance. 
“Prayed at the iconic Kothandara- 
maswamy Temple. Felt extremely 
blessed," Modi posted on X on the 


PM wraps up 11-day rituals, trips 
to temples ahead of consecration 


PM Narendra Modi on Sunday visited the Kothandaramaswamy temple in Dhanushkodi, 
where Vibhishana, brother of Ravana, first met Lord Ram and sought refuge. 


second day of his TN visit. He had 
offered floral tributes at the Asho- 
ka Chakra pillar in Arichalmunai 
before heading tothe temple. 
Earlier on Sunday morning, 
the PM left Ramakrishna Mutt in 
Rameswaram— where he had halt- 
ed overnight—for Arichalmunai, 
the land’s end at Dhanushkodi. He 
offered prayers before performing 
pranayama (breathing exercise) 
on the beach and walking around. 
He watched through a telescope 


the dunes, believed to be the left- 
overs of Ram Setu constructed by 
Lord Ramtoreach Lanka. 
After the prayers, the PM took 
a chopper from Rameswaram 
around 11:45am to Madurai, from 
where he flew to Delhi. Rameswa- 
ram was under heavy security. Pil 
grims were dissuaded from visit- 
ing the temple and tourists were 
not allowed into Dhanushkodi till 
the PM left. Fishermen's expedi. 
tions were stopped this weekend. 


After questioning 
event, seer calls 
Modi ‘brave РМ? 


New Delhi: Shankaracharya of 
Jyotish Peeth Avimukteshwara. 
nand Saraswati, who stirred a 
major controversy by question. 
ingtheconsecration ceremony in 
Ayodhya, on Sunday hailed PM 
Modiasa brave prime minister. 

The truth is, with Narendra 
Modi becoming PM , Hindus’ self- 
respect has awoken. This is not a 
small thing. We have said it sever- 
al times publicly, we are not anti. 
Modi but Modi's admirers. We ad. 
mire him because which other 
PM in independent India has been 
50 brave, someone who stands 
firm for the Hindus,” Avimuk- 
teshwaranand Saraswati said. 

“We are not criticising any- 
onebutheisthefirst PM whosup- 
ports Hindu sentiments. You, the 
media, have just one agenda — 
proveusanti-Modi. Tellme, when 
the PM, through his home minis- 
ter, abrogated Article 370, didn't 
we welcome it?" he said. тин 


1. Cost of tender document (Tender Fee) В non refundable and cannot be exempted in any 
condition & must submit online through website ttps://mptenders.gov.in/nicgep/app. 

2, Tender document can be download from the website of MP Police (www.mppolice gov in) 

3. Bids shall be submitted online only at MP Tenders website: itps:/mptenders gov in/icgep/app 

4. Critical Date Sheet: 


Published Date 13/01/24 $ 1400 sQ 
Bid Document Download Start Date 13/01/2024 8 1600 7 
Pre Bid Meeting Date 18/01/2004 8 (200 ፳፲ - 
Bid Submission Star Due 24/01/2024 $ О A 
Bid Submision End Date 01/02/2024 8 1400 87 
Bid Opening Date 02/02/2024 8 1600 7 


5. Intending Bidders are advised to visit this website regularly till closing date of submission to 
keep themselves updated as any change modification in the tender wil be intimated through this 
website only by corrigendum / addendun amendment 

6, Bids wili be opened as per datefime as mentioned in the Tender Critical Date Sheet, Afer 
online opening of Technical-Bid the results of their qualification as well Price-Bid opening will 
be intimated later. m 

(DR. Tenivar) 
D.LG. (Provisioning) 
For: Director General of Police M.P. 


6-23207/23 
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Executive Engineer, Transmission Line Maintt 
Division-VIII, Srinagar 


[Jammu and Kashmir Power Tele Fax0194-2491342 
Development Corporation J & K Srinagar. E-mail: xengedbemina@amail,com 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 


ө-МІТ No. TLMD-VIII /TS/ 01 of 2024. 
Dated: 20:01:2024. 

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor of UT of Jammu & Kashmir State, 
le-tenders (in Two Covers) valid for 60 days from reputed, experienced and 
financially sound Original Manufacturers /Authorized Dealers / Contractors / Firms 
fulfilling the eligibility criteria specified in the detailed Standard Bidding Document 
(SBD) are invited for the works detailed below. The e-Tenders need to be 
accompanied by earnest money deposit (EMD) in the shape of DDICDR/FDR/BG 
from any Nationalized/Scheduled Bank equivalent to 2% of the advertised cost 
pledged to Pay 8 Accounts Officer, With Chief Engineer (Transmission) JKPTCL, 
Kashmir Srinagar and a non-refundable Demand Draft pledged to Executive 
Engineer TLMD-VIII, Srinagar for Rs. 5000.00 (Five Thousand Only) on account of| 
[cost of Tender Document. 

The Bidding process is online. However, hardcopies consisting of Tender fee & 
EMD, (Original Instruments) Registration Certificate, Experience, Past 
Performance, GST Registration, PAN Card etc. in Cover-I should reach to the office 
lof Superintending Engineer O & M Circle-II JKPTCL, PDD Complex, Bemina, 
Srinagar J & K India 190010 (Phone No. 0194-2493168) one day before the last, 
date of submission of e-bid. Financial bids must be submitted online only as рег 
prescribed format. 


The Standard Bidding Document shall be kept available at website 


"s 


S. | Scope of Work Estimated] Tender | EMD Time of 
[7 Cost Fee Completion 
1. | Procurement, As |Rs.460.00| Rs. 5000/- | Rs. 920000/- | 11 months 

Installation, per |Lakh (Rupees (Rupees 

Testing & воо! Five NineLakh 

Commissioning of Thousand | Twenty 

Diagnostic Tools / Only) Thousand 

Equipment for Only) 

220/132kV Grid Sub 

Stations Zainakote, 

Alusteng & Mirbazar| 

of JKPTCL Kashmir 

Srinagar. (Complete 

Job). 


The information regarding schedule of downloading of the tender document, 
seeking of clarifications and submission dates thereof is as per the table below: 


CRITICAL DATES 
1. [Issue of e-NIT 20-01-2024. 
2. | Downloading of Bidding Documents (Start) — |22-01-2024 
3. | Start date of Clarifications 25-01-2024. (2.00 PM) 
4. | Last date of Clarifications 16-02-2024. (2.00 PM) 
5. | End date for replies to Clarifications by JKPTCL. | 17-02-2024. (2.00 PM) 
6. | Pre Bid conference at the Office of 15-02-2024. (2.00 PM) 


‘Superintending Engineer O & M Circle-ll 


Shailvee Sharda | rx 


Lucknow: In 1976.77, when Ayod. 
hya wasn't a prominent issue, 
former ASI officer KK Mu 
hammed began his tryst with the 
site as a trainee under Prof BB 
Lal, who led the first excavation. 
A special invitee to Monday's 
consecration ceremony, this 
storer of over 100 Hindu temples 
highlighted the evidence found 
during the initial excavation, em- 
sing the existence of 8 tem- 
ple below the Babri mosque. 

“We saw 12 pillars...one could 
make out that those belonged toa 
temple. Inthe lower partof the pil 
lars, there was ‘purna kalasha’, a 
mbol of prosperity in Hin. 
duism. It is one of ‘ashta mangal 
chinhas' (eight auspicious sym- 
bols), commonly found in Hindu 


A 


KK Muhammed was a trainee during 
the first Ayodhya excavation 


buildings ecially during the 
12th century. That was the first 
evidence. Then Prof Lal excavat 
ed the western and southern por- 
tions where more sculptures 
characteristic to Hindu temples 
were found. Some were defaced, 
but Hindu symbols were clear 
enough. That was the second evi. 


Saw 12 pillars during excavation: ASI ex-officer 


dence, Terracotta idols were the 
third evidence. Dr Lal concluded 
that there could bea temple below 
the mosque,” he said. 

Facing criticism later, Mu- 
hammed defended Lal's findings, 
affirming his participation and 
advocating for the construction of 
a temple at the site. "Prof Lal did 
not highlight his work thinking it 
could provoke people. He put it 
asideasanacademicfinding. Over 
a decade later, a group of Marxist 
historians...came witha suo motu 
statement that Prof Lal...did not 
get anything related to the tem- 
ple... Prof Lal had to defend him. 
self, Hewenttothepressandgavea 
factual reportagain." 

Reflecting on Ayodhya's sig- 
nificance for Hindu: Mu 
hammed expressed that the pain 
felt by Hindus over the centuries- 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATION CHANDIGARH 


oldevent (destruction of the tem. 
ple) was evident. “Ayodhya 
important for Hindus as Mecca 
and Madina are for Muslims,” he 
said. Despite facing threats anda 
fatwa, hestood by his conviction, 
leadingtoan internal probeanda 
transfer to Goa. 

Muhammed highlighted the 
extensive work of the second ex 
cavation led by Prof BR Mani 
the discovery of pillars, sculp- 
tures, terracotta idols, and in. 
scriptions indicative of a temple. 

“In my work, I was the only 
Muslim... but in Mani's excav 
tion, one-fourth of the labourers 
engaged in earthwork were Mus 
lims deputed to ensure that 
there was no bias or manipula. 
tion, Everything was videogra- 
phed...The truth came out with a 
bang,” theformer ASI office 


Ayodhya ready for 
100 charter flights 


he Ayodhya airport. 

witnessed 40 charter flight 
arrivals and departures on 
Sunday and will handle over 100 
such flights for the ceremony. 
These will be special charters 
apart from VVIP movement and 
scheduled flights, said Ayodhya 
airport director Vinod Kumar. A 
temporary immigration and 
customs facility has been 
created at Ayodhya airport for 
overseas visitors. тич 


Jai Sri Ram’ security 
stamp at UP's jail 


he hands of visitors to 

Fatehgarh jail in Uttar 
Pradesh's Farrukhabad are 
being stamped with red “Jai Sri 
Ram” ink for a week now. 

“We keep changing the 
stamp dueto security reasons. 
We used ‘Happy Diwali’ stamps 
during the festival," jail 
superintendent Bhimsen 
Mukund said.The prisoners will 
watch live broadcast of the 
consecration ceremony. тин 


‘Mangal Dhwani’ to 
play for 2 hours 


ore than 50 musical 

instruments, like pakhawaj, 
flute, dholak, veena and mardal, 
will play mangal dhwani' to 
begin the consecration of Ram 
Lalla's idol, reports Neha 
Lalchandani.'Mangal dhwani', 
conceived by author and expert. 
on Ayodhya Yatindra Mishra, will 
symbolise India's diverse tradit- 
ions. It will start at 10am and 
continue tiil 12:15 pm. 


Ram Lalla sculptor’s 
Common Man act 


am Lalla sculptor Arun 

Yogirajis also credited with 
carving outa life-size version of 
the iconic Common Man by 
legendary TOI cartoonist, late RK 
Laxman, reports Ankur 
Tewari.“Both RK Laxman and RK 
Narayan were from Mysuru.. As 
aMysuru-based sculptor, it's my 
honour to do the Common Man. I 
have grown up watching itin 
TOI," Yogiraj posted in 2020. 


Juvenile held for terror attack in Rajouri: The NIA on Saturday apprehended a 
juvenile over the charge of harbouring terrorists involved in the killing of six 
civilians at Dhangri village in Rajouri in J&K, reports Sanjay Khajuria. 

The Dhangri terror attack took place on Jan 1,2023, in which six people 
belonging to the Hindu community were killed and several others serious! 


а TENDER NOTICE 

s Bid Submission [Opening Technical 

No. Mans OF Work Schedule (Online)| Bid (Online) 

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER - Roads Division No. 2 

1. [Restoration of Road Cut tor the work of 24x7 water supply project 
under Smart City Mission in Manimajra О.Т Chandigarh (Revenue, 19.01.2024 | 26 012024 
Head). To 26.01.2024 at w 
EstimatedCost:Rs.138.45Lacs_  EMDAmount: Rs. 276.908- | upto 12.00 noon | 12.00 noon 
Time Limit: 03 Months 


| Note:- At other terms and conditions and complete DNIT are uploaded on website htps;/etenders.chd nicin 


Executive Engineer 
Roads Division No.2, Room No.303 M.C. Chandigarh 
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For the financial year 2023-24, as per te spocifications| 
approved by the бом. in the hospital of this medical college, 
|e need 10 purchase Surgical Operating ENT Microscope | 
through the GeM portal by inviting tender (technicalfinancial 
[ыд separately) 

Jin order to allow more and more number o! supplier to partici-| 
pato in te above mentioned bid GoM tender information has} 
[been published as mentioned below. 


hi Devarha Baba 
ical College, 
том 


97493, 


Deoria, UP- 
05568 


fete woran 


[S No. 


Description. 


END Amount] 


01 


Bd number for Surge 
ENT Microscope: СЕМІ2023/8/4409043 


Topan 


а. &єчт{я—24800 


ont eM. 
‘evening 4:00 PM. 
Doscnption mentioned in the bid document will be соп 


Bid documents can be uploaded on the бем portal 


‘under two bid system til 30 01 2024 by| 


sidered as рап ol tender document and the undersigned| 
reserves the authority to modifyicancel tne bid witout 
mentioning any reason 


ТӘЛ NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 
E=AUCTION NOTICE 


и. Divisional Commercial Manager, 


E. Railway, Lucknow invites 

E-Auction for following work. 

Admin e: Lucknow- NER- 
rcialN, E. Rail. 


Auction Catalogue No./Lol No: L 
MISC-01-24, Catalogue Published 
оп: 10-01-2024 at 14:17 Hrs, Auction 
Start (АШ Lots): 29-01-2024 at 
13:00 Hrs., Auction close Date’ Tin 


29-01-2024 at 14:00 Hrs., Auction 
Type: Close — Ended, ` Website 
particulars where complete details 
[of auction can be Seen by registered 
bidders: E-Auction Module of 


Д 
Sr. Divi. Commercial Manager, 
|CPRO/Vanijya Lucknow 
Never travel on 


E Pitter 893 | amada [4- ክክ 
80| ኮሽ fafarfse чөп wakaa А чш ፪-ጮከጣ | ሰጠ Office of Chief General Manager, Construction Wing, 
web ዛባ afan unm ናሳ | ፲ ffr UTTARAKHAND Peyjal Sansadhan Vikas Evam Nirman Nigam 
68 |ቋ зач 881 (A Govt. of Uttarakhand Undertaking) 
Kamla Nagar, (Opp. ONGC Hospital) Dehradun- 248001 
asise(cjoamy |220 #00 m| 0502202 | 05022024- | 06022024 e-mail: cgmnirmanwingüyahoo.com, gmnirmanwing@gmall.cc 
1 | EdqenderPTCUU [== a З | wma 1700 qà | нт 1700 ч ከጣና 1500 x 
D.Dun/2023-24  |smododlo 2-9 л m Ee 2 E-TENDER NOTICE 
or Government of Uttarakhand "6" procurement Notice 
ABA wafia ara Rega frau AI aene www.uktenders.govin/PTCUL YA #- аат HA ት መከካል no MSNivida (Garhwal) — d Deis 2201208 
bid тте viator Serres mi wwe H Name of Works state KIS 
{aa а wafers arent Ëq эттеп 8 жегп Ф fom PH. No-91-8899890000, +0120-4200462. 
q sura fast ው. 1 [CONSTRUCTION OF INCUBATION &l passis.aa.ann | 18 Months 
0120-4001002, 0120-4001005, 0120-6277787 31 red «єтї we | ሸፎ afa (ጣጥ) INNOVATION CENTRE (U-HUB) AT LT. PARK, (Excluding G.S T) 
spen MICE ISAHASTRADHARA ROAD, DEHRADUN. 


ufo ya эго 


BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE 
Office of the Executive Engineer, Hebbal Division, 
2nd Floor, BBMP Building, J.C. Nagar Main Road, Munireddy Palya, Bengaluru - 560022. 


‘Address of Officer Inviting the Bid = 


Office of Chief General Manager 
Construction Wing, Uttarakhand 
Peyjal Nigam, Third Floor (Opposite 
ONGC Hospital), Kamla Nagar, 
Dehradun 


з |Date and Time of Availability of bid documents 
in the portal > 


23/01/2024 - 17.00 Hrs. 


E/HBL/TEND/11/2023-24 


SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION 


(Through GOK Karnataka Publi 


Ргосш 


Tenders оп item rate basis аге invited by the Executive Engineer, Hebbal Division, ВВМР for 

the works mentioned below from the registered Contractors of BBMP or equivalent registration 

with CPWD /KPWD / Railways / MES or any State Government Organizations. 
(Standard Tender Document - KW-3) 


t Portal only) 


4 [Pre Bid Meeting 


27/01/2024- 12.00 Hrs. 


Dat: 


1-01-2024 


5 |Last Date/Time for receipt of bids in the portal 


12/02/2024 - 17.00 Hrs. 


Further d 


Details of subsequent addendumicorigendum cancellation etc, may be obtained from the website 
сап be seen from the e-procurment portal “https:/iwww.uktenders.gov.in” 


Ger 


Manager (Garhwal) 


UJVN LIMITED 


45 


7 TE ан} dam Bie Gee 23-01-2024. (1.00 PM) © мазе pua e= таю DES 01204 
ofe-tender fee, EMD and other supporting Comprehensive Developments and Rs. 2,00,000/- Mer Wa ОР 008 sea rem ОР re yoye Mee 
documents in PDF formats) Improvements to Roads and Drains 81. HGH (Rs. 1.00 Lakh through e-Payment | folowing hydro projects from interested eligible bidders as per "Policy For Development of Small 

8. | Lastdate for submission of Hard Copy ofe-Bid | 20-02-2024 (3.00 PM) 1 | Layout end Surrounding Areas in Wan No. | 109.00 | balance Rs.1,00,000/ through | Hyde Power የገር ЭДЕ (shove 2 MN and ue 25 ММ але POY Соо Рудо Lower 

9. | Online e-Bid submission end date (Submission | 21-02-2024 (3.00 PM) 20 (New Word 7); знака, чонат rj Uttarakhand. 
erake hin ር hi Devel ts and Rs. 2,00,000/. Bid No 15/GM(CDH&NP)UJVNL/2023-2 Bid No 16/GM(CDH&NP)/UJVNLI2023-24 

ualification / Supporting documents in PDF 'omprehensive Developments an . 2,00,000/- lo lo 
formats) ሰሴ Improvements to Roads and Drains (Rs. 1.00 Lakh through e-Payment Sainachati Kuthnaur SHP- 24,00 MW. Amlawa SHP-8 00 MW 
10.| Online Techno-Commercial e-Bid Opening Date. | 22-02-2024 (3.30 PM) 2 | Kanakanagara 10th & 16th Cross and | 100.00 | balance Rs. 1,00,000/- through Hanumancnati Sarachod HEP-3200 MW | oo 866 Dosa HEP- 36.00 MWS 
0 ا‎ ዓው surrounding areas in Ward No. 22, (New BG, BG should be Submitted وک م و‎ 
tenue or Opening: о-Сотте е Engineer 6 EPEN i ing Ward 64) Vishwanatha Nagenahalli. before Opening of Technical Bid) ROLE OF THE DEVELOPER 
JKPTCL Srinagar. - Comprehensive Developments and Rs. 2,00,000/- ences Land Losso Agreement, Financing, Desi and መባቻ ፍቄ ሰነ OSM of a 
g: AS ing, Design and Engineering 
Improvements to Roads and Drains 2nd (Rs. 1.00 Lakh through e-Payment | | project(s) on BOOT basis. 
12. 7 x x” fi 
ai .-፡ እ ው Teendony| | | 3|Ма!п AK Ashrama Road апа) 10000 | balance Rs. 1,00.000/ trough || [Dovceo rro [voor semema uicem died 8 
Surrounding Areas in Ward No. 46 (New BG, BG should be Submitted = wai Colico com and fa cost orbid 
“нини ont Ward 68), J.C. Nagar. before Opening of Technical Bid) Demand Draft in favor of "ОЛУК Limited” payable at Dehradun. The 
Lath Twa SESE 8 00090]: 22909 eio wi ful delais are аде n те RFO cum RFP 

: = and Drains 2nd, Sth, 10th, 11th, 11th Aand (Rs. 1.00 Lakh through e-Payment | [Sais o RFA cum REP] REQ cum RFP Document can also be_oblained Tom the folowing 
Only the bidders possessing the qualifying criteria as mentioned in the 580] | | 16፤ Main Road Cross Thimmaiah Garden| 499,99 | balance Rs. 1,00,000/- through | | Document fica during ofice hours between dated 23,01 2024 to 12 02 2024 on all 
should participate in the Bidding Process. ee Wa weve | d ance Re OOO ን ተ ወ eso REG cm REP битта nom 

* Clarifications can be sought from the office of the under signed on e-mail (New Ward 68), J.C.Nagara 2 i emandDraft General Manager (CDH&NP} 
xengcdbeminaG)gmail.com or 6005030969 / 7006700816. Í eee bekort opening or Technica Bid) ШУМ еа т) 


Maharani Bagh, GMS Road, Dehradun- 248008 
Cost of each RFQ cum RFP document is Rs. 25,000/- + 18.00% GST. 
Payment is to be made through Demand Draft in favor of "UJVN Limited" 
Payable at Dehradun 

Up to 1500 hours IST on 13.02.2024 


Calendar of Events: 1) Tender documents can be downloaded from the GOK Karnataka 
Public Procurement Portal Website: https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in from 24-01-2024. 
2) Pre Bid Meeting will be held on 31-01-2024 at 15.00 Hours in the Office of the Executive 
Engineer, Hebbal Division, J.C. Nagar Main Road, Bengaluru - 560032. 3) Last Date for 


* Before participating in the bids, the interested Bidder shall acquaint himself with 
the site of work and local conditions. 

* The Department reserves the right to reject any or all the bids at any stage 
without assigning any reason thereof. 


Cost of RFQ cum RFP. 
Document 


Tast daie Tor Submission) 
о! completed bid 


саба TTE AT SdJ- Uploading the Filled Proposals is 06-02-2024 upto 16.00 Hours. 4) Date of Opening of | | socument 
Dated: 20-01-2024. Executive Engineer | | Technical Bidis 07-02-2024 after 16.30 Hours. Further details can be had from the above office. General Manager (CDH&NP), UJVNL, Dehradun 
DIP No DIPK-NB-5333⁄232001⁄2024 TLMD-VIII Srinagar. Sdi- Executive Engineer, Hebbal Division, ВВМР. 


o 


R SWIFT'S ‘DISORDERLY STALKER’ ARRESTED FOR TRYING 


TO CRASH INTO HER NYC HOME WHILE SHE WAS OUT OF TOWN 


Non-Aligned Movement calls 


Israel's war in Gaza ‘illegal’ 


Condemns Attacks On Palestinians, Calls For 2-State Solution As Toll Hits 25k : 


Kampala (Uganda): Headsof 5 


states of the Non-Aligned Mo- 
vement on Saturday called Is- 
rael's military campaign in the 
aza Strip “illegal” and stron- 
gly condemned indiscriminate 
attacks against Palestinian ci- 
vilians, civilian infrastructure 
and theforced displacementof 
the Palestinian population. 

Whilecallingforaceasefire 
desperately needed for huma- 
nitarian aid to access the Gaza 
Strip, the movement in a joint. 
statement called fora two-state 
solution, on the basis of the 
borders before 1967, when Isra- 
el seized Gaza, the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem in a brief 
war with neighbouring Arab 
states, The group also reitera- 
ted support for a Palestinian 
state to be admitted as a mem- 
ber of the United Nations to ta- 
ke its rightful place among the 
‘community of nations. 

The Non-Aligned Move- 
ment, formed during the col- 
lapse of the colonial systems 
and at the height of the Cold 
War, has played a key part in 
decolonization processes, ac- 
cording to its website, Mem- 
ber countries aspire not to be 
formally aligned with or aga- 
inst any major power bloc. 

Ninety representatives, in- 
cluding 30 heads of state, from 
the 120 countries that are mem- 
bers of NAM took part in the 
week-long conference in the 
Ugandan capital, Kampala. It 
culminated ina summit of he 
ads of state on Friday and Sa- 
turday. Nearly all African co- 
untries belong to the NAM, 
comprising nearly half of its 
members, while other mem- 


Imran warns of 
further instability 
in Pak in absence 

of fair elections 


Islamabad: Pakistan's jailed 

former PM Imran Khan has so- 

ughta level playing field for his 

party in the run-up to the Fe- 

bruary 8general elections, say 

ingalackof fairness inconduc- 

ting polls would lead to further 

"instability and uncertainty". 

‘Theremarks by Khan, 71, thefo 

p; underof thePa- 

kistan Tehree- 

k-e-Insaf party, 

cameduringan 

informal med- 

ia interaction 

at the Adiala 

Jailon Saturday Internet us 

faced major interruptions du- 
ringthe virtual event, 

‘The cricketer-turned-poli 
tician claimed that the PTI is 
facing obstacles in conduc: 
ting its election campaign, 
with restrictions preventing 
the party from holding public 
gatherings. He said the PTI 
candidates “are being hara 
sed and detained” by the aut. 
horities to stop them from 
contesting elections and war- 
ned that if fair polls were not 
conducted then it would lead 
tofurther “instability and un- 
certainty", the Dawn newspa. 
perreported. Khan said thees 
tablishment could not “dis. 
mantle the party since it has 
roots in the masses”. He also 
warned 'turncoats' that their 
politics would end if they par- 
ted ways with the PTI. 

Khan also claimed that the 
Election Commission of Pa- 
kistan deliberately delayed 
the matter related to the PTI's 
intra-party elections to take 
“astern and sudden action" to 
deprive the political party of 
its electoral symbol. Pakis- 
tan’s Supreme Court on Janu- 
ary 13 stripped the PTI of its 
iconic ‘bat’ election symbol, a 
move after which those con- 
testing in elections from the 
party will have tofightas inde- 
pendent саза, mi 


Israel soldiers in armoured personnel carriers near the Israeli-Gaza border 


Hamas says Oct 7 raid was ‘necessary’, 
admits faults’ but tries to shift blame 


‘amas said Sunday that 
5 J OctTattacks were. "ne- 
cessary step” against I 
raeli occupation of the Palesti- 
nian territories. But the group 
admitted in а 16-page report 
justifying the attack that “so- 
me faults happened... due to 
therapid collapse of the Israeli 
security and military system, 
and the chaos caused along the 
border areas with Gaza”. The 
document was the group's first 
public report released in Eng: 
lish and Arabic explaining the 
background to the attack. 

“If there was any case of 
targeting civilians it happened 
accidentally and in the course 
bers range from India and Ind- 
onesia to Saudi Arabia and Ir- 
an, Chile, Peruand Colombia. 

za's health ministry sai 
on Sunday 178 Palestinians we 
re killed in the past 24 hours, 


of the confrontation with the 
occupation forces,” 
port. “Many Israelis were kil 
led by the Israeli army 
lice due to their confusion.” 


itin there- 


nd po- 


Hoursafter the report, Isra- 


eli PM Benjamin Netanyahu 
said that he had rejected condi- 
tions demanded by Hamas mi 
litants for the release of hosta- 
ges. “In exchange, Hamas de- 
mands an end to the war, the 
withdrawal of our forces from 
Gaza, the release of all murde- 
rers.. 

soldiers have fallen in vain. 
weaccept this, we won't beable 
to guarantee the 
citizens." Netany: 


If wea 


fety of our 
hu said. are 


one of the deadliest days of the 
w 

lestinians 
menandchildren 
killed and 62,681 have been wo- 
unded inIs 


o far. A total of 25,105 Pa- 
many of them wo- 
have been 


'aeli strikes, themi- 


| GERMANS PROTEST AGAINST FAR-RIGHT 


nistry said. The UN says a qu- 
arter of the 2.3 million people 
trapped in Gaza are starving. 
Israel unleashed its campa- 
ign to eliminate Hamas after 
militants burst into Israel on 
Oct 7 and rampaged through 
southern towns, killing 1200 
people, most of them civilians, 
andtaking253hostagesbackto 
theenclave. It says it is fighting 
athreat to its very existence. 
The NAM statement said 
members were very concer- 
nedatthecontinueddeteriora- ; 
tionof thesituationonground : 
andthehumanitariancrisis.It : 
condemned Israel's continui 
ng settlement construction 
and expansion activities thro- 
ughout the Palestinian territo- 
ries, as well as in Syria's Israe- 
li-occupied Golan Heights. The 
group called for the attention 
of the international communi- 
ty, especially the UNSC. “To 
this end, it is high time to end 
this abhorrent occupation, 
which continues to be imposed 
in flagrant violation of inter. 
national law, and to ensure the 
implementation of the count- 
less relevant General Assem- 
bly and Security Council reso- 
lutions,” the statement said. 
UN secretary general An 
tónio Guterres told the sum- 
mit that the refusal to accept 
thetwo-statesolution{forIsrae- 
lis and Palestinians, and the 
denial of therighttostatehood 
for the Palestinian people, we- 
re unacceptable. He supported 
the NAM's position calling for 
reform of the Security Coun- 
cil. He also denounced Israel 
for the “heartbreaking” de- 
aths of civilians in Gaza. ae 


Reuters 


People in Berlin attend a demonstration under the slogan #TogetherAgainstRight to protest against the AfD 
party, right-wing extremism and for the protection of democracy. Demonstrations were called in some 100 
locations across Germany from Friday through the weekend. The wave of mobilisation against the far-right 
party was sparked by a January 10 report by investigative outlet Correctiv, which revealed that AfD members 
had discussed the expulsion of immigrants and ‘non-assimilated citizens’ at a meeting with extremists 


N escalated her attacks 
on Donald Trump, di. 
rectly criticising his mental 
acuity for the first time a day 
after the former president ap- 
peared to confuse her for for- 
mer House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi during his Friday 
night rally in New Hampshi- 
re. In a news conference with 
reporters after her campaign 
event in Peterborough, New 
Hampshire, Haley stopped 
short of calling Trump men. 
tally unfit. But she did ques- 
tion whether he would be "on 
it” enough tolead the nation. 

“My parents are up in age, 
and I love them dearly," she sa- 
id. “But when you see them hit 
acertain age, there isa decline. 
That's a fact — ask any doctor, 
there isa decline." 

At his rally, the former pre- 
sident accused Haley of failing 
to Lin proper security du- 


ikki Haley on Saturday #| 


፡ 


At his rally, Trump accused Haley of failing to provide proper security 
during the Jan 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, and connected her to the. 
House panel that later investigated it. Haley, who was not holding a 
government role at that time, had been at home in South Carolina that day 


ring the Jan 6, 2021, attack on 
the Capitol, and connected her 
to the House committee that la- 
ter investigated it. Trump first 
said thatHaley turned down se- 
curity offered by his admini- 
stration on Jan 6 and then aga- 
in mentioned Haley, adding, 
“They destroyed all of the in- 
formation, all of the evidence, 
everything, deleted and destro- 
yed all of it.” Haley, who was 
not holding a government role 
at that time, had been at home 


in South Carolina that day, ac- 
cording to campaign officials. 
Haley, 52, opened her presi- 
dential bid this year with calls 
for “new generational leaders- 
hip" and mental competency 
tests for candidates who are 75 
or older. However, she has re- 
served her most pointed at- 
tacks about mental fitness for 
President Biden and Congress. 
The last time she came this 
close to knocking Trump di- 
rectly was in October, after he 


WHAT IS PRIDE? A ROCKET 
THAT EMULATES THESTARS 
— WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 


ZAYN MALIK MAKES 15” PUBLIC APPEARANCE IN 5 YEARS AT PARIS 


FASHION WEEK, GETS FOOT RUN OVER BY CAR IN MELEE OF FANS 


US troops injured 
in rocket strikes 
on base in Iraq by ` 


The Ain al-Assad air base hosting 


፡ US forces in Iraq in Anbar province 


members stationed in 

Iraq were injured on Sa- 
turday when their air base ca- 
meunderheavy rocketandmis. 
silefirefrom what Americanof- 
በርኒ id were Iran-backed 
militias, as the ripple effects of 


A: least two US service 


Israel's war in the Gaza Strip £ 


continued to roil West Asia. 
AUS official cautioned that 
initial information was sket- 
chy and that the number of in- 
jured could grow. A number of 
American military personnel 
were being evaluated for trau- 
matic brain injuries. One Iraqi 
soldier was injuredas well, said 
Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool, the 
military spokesman for Iraq: 
PMMohammedShiaal Sudani. 
The attack against Al Asad 
Air Base in Iraq, which cameat 
6.30pm local time, was the latest 
and themostseriousof roughly 
MOsuch rocket and missile stri 
kes against US troops based in 
Iraq and Syria since the Gaza 
war started. At least 10 rockets 
and seven short-range ballistic 
missiles were fired at the base, 
with twomaking it through air 
defence systems, inthe most su- 
cessful attack the militias had 
carried out so far. The attack 
was another example of the re- 
gion being pulled intoa broader 
conflict. Iran-inked militias in 
Iraqclaimed inastatementthat 
the latest attack was a response 
Israel's war in С: мүт 


Baghdad: The US ambassador 
tolraq met Sunday with former 
PM Nuri al-Maliki, the Iraqi po- 
litician's office said, a day after 
pro-Iran militants struck US 
forces in the country The mee- 
ting in Baghdad wit Sa- 
dor Alina Romanowski comes 
amid soaring regional ten. 
sions. Maliki, an influential fi 
gure in Iraqi politicsand one of 
the top leaders of a pro-Iranian 
bloc, discussed with Romanow: 
ski "the future of bilateral rela 
tions” with the US and “the es 
calation in regional tensions", 
statement from hisoffice said. 
Hestressed “the importance of 
strengthening the ties of frien- 
dship and cooperation” betwe- 
en the US and Iraq, the state 
ment added. Maliki also war- 
ned against "the expansion of 
war" and called for "swift acti 
on to reduce tensions". Roma 
nowski is yet to comment. are 


Haley questions Trump's mental fitness after he appears 
to confuse her with Nancy Pelosi, suggests ‘he’s in decline’ 


criticised Israel's PM Netanya- 
hu, and referred to Hezbollah 
as"verysmart." Responding to 
those remarks, Haley said: “To 
go and criticise the head of a 
country who just saw massive 
bloodshed — no, that's not 
what we need ina president." 
Since her speech after the 
Iowa caucuses, Haley has been 
lumping Trump with Biden as 
backwardlooking and barri- 
ers toan American revival. At 
herevent in Keene, New Hamp- 
shire, she criticised Trump on 
his leadership tone and asked 
the audience if they really 
wanted two “fellas” in their 80s 
‘competing for the presidency. 
“I wasn't even in D.C. on 
Jan 6—Iwasn't in office then,” 
she told the audience Friday In 
a subsequent news conferen: 
ce, she suggested that the co- 
untry was in too vulnerable 
of astatetohavea leader who 
ismentally unfit. wr 


25 dead in shelling of a market 


_ in Russian-occupied Ukraine 


Kyiv: At least 25 people were 5 


killed on Sunday by shelling at 
a market on the outskirts of 
thecity of Donetsk in Russian- 
occupied Ukraine, local offici- 
als reported Sunday. A further 
20 people were injured in the 
strike on the suburb of Teks- 
tilshchik, including two child- 
ren, said Denis Pushilin, head 
of the Russian-installed aut- 
horities in Donetsk. He said 
that the shells had been fired 
by the Ukrainian military. 
Kyiv did not comment. 
Also Sunday fire broke out 
ata chemical transport termi- 
nal at Russia's Ust-Luga port 
following two explosions, re- 
gional officials said. Local me- 
dia reported that the port had 
been attacked by Ukrainian 
drones, causing a gas tank to 
explode. The blaze wasata site 
run by Russia's second-largest 
natural gas producer, Nova- 
tek, about 170 km southwest of 
St. Petersburg. In a statement 
to Russian media outlet RBC, 
the company said that the fire 
was the result of an “external 
influence.” It also said that it 
had paused operations at the 
port. Yuri Zapalatsky the head 
of Russia's Kingisepp d 
where the port is based, 
astatement that there were no 
casualties, but that the area 
had been placed on highalert 
‘The Russian ministry of 
defence did not report any dro- 
ne activity in the Kingisepp 
ea in its briefing, It said that 
four Ukrainian drones had be 
en downed in Russia's Smo- 
lensk region, and that two mo- 
re had been shot down in the 
Oryoland Tula regions, a 


AR GAS TERM 


T PETERSBURG: A fire 


broke out at a Baltic Sea terminal belonging to Novatek, Russia's largest 
liquefied natural gas producer, after a suspected Ukrainian drone 
attack, forcing the company to suspend some operations there. The 
Ust-Luga complex, located on the Gulf of Finland about 170 km west of 
St. Petersburg, processes stable gas condensate into light and heavy 
naphtha, et fuel, fuel oil and gasoil, according to Novatek's website. The 


port is used to ship processed products to international markets 


Seoul: Russian President Vla- 
dimir Putin expressed his wil- 
lingnesstovisit Pyongyangso- 
on when he met with North 
Korean foreign minister Choe 
Son Hui in Russia last week, 
North Когеаз state news 
agency KCNA reported Sun- 
day Putin also thanked North 
Korean leader Kim Jongun 
for his invitation to visit, 
KCNA said, citing North Kore- 
a'sforeignminister'sassistant 
office. It would be the Russian 
leader's first trip to North Ко 
rea in more than two decades, 

Kremlin spokesman Dmit- 
ry Peskov said on Monday that 
Russia hoped a Putin visit to 


N Korea says Putin willing 
to visit Pyongyang ‘soon’ 


North Korea, at Kim's invita 
tion, would take place “in the 
foreseeable future”, but he sa- 
idnodate had yet been agreed. 
KCNAs  Korean-language 
report suggested Putin inten- 
ded to visit soon, but its later 
English report said he was 
“willing” to do so at an early 
date, During Choe's visit, Rus- 
sia thanked North Korea for 
its support in its Ukraine mili 
tary operation, KCNA said. 
Kim and Putin's growing 
ties have worried the US and 
itsallies who have condemned 
armstrade between the two. 
untriesasa violation of multi 
ple UNSC resolutions. revrers 


Taliban blame ‘ engine problem’ for 


Russia-bound air ambulance's crash 


» Continued from P1 
“The aircraft had taken off 
1 from Thailand's popular 
tourist destination Pat- 
taya and had a refuelling halt 
in Bihar’s Gaya at 3.30 pm on 
Saturday It was then to stop for 
refuelling at Tashkent and th. 
en to Moscow. All passenger 
were Russians, say sources. 
‘The Falcon 10, which cras: 
hed in the province's Kuf Ab 
district, nearthe Aruz Kohmo- 
untain, was built in 1978 and 
belonged to Athletic Group 
LLCanda private individual 
On the evening of Jan 20, 
while in Afghanistan airspace 
(near the border of Tajikista- 
n), it stopped communicating 
and disappeared from radar 
screens, “On board was a be 
dridden patient in serious co. 
ndition,a Russian citizen, who 
was transported from one of 
the hospitals in Pattaya to Rus: 


icrosoft-backed Ope- 
NAI has banned the 
developer of abot mi- 


M 


micking Democratic presi- 
dential hopeful Congress 
man Dean Phillips, the first 
action the ChatGPT maker 
hastaken inresponseto what 
itseesasa misuse of its AI to- 


ols in a political campaign, 
Washington Postreportedon 
Saturday Dean. Bot, powered 
by OpenAl’s ChatGPT was 
created by Silicon Valley ent- 
repreneurs Matt Krisiloff 
and Jed Somers, who started 
a super PAC named We De- 
serve Better supporting Phil. 
lips, ahead of the New Hamp- 
shire primary on Tuesday 

‘The super PAC, had cont- 
racted with Al start-up Delp- 
hi to build the bot. OpenAI 
suspended Delphi's account 
late on Friday. reuters 


А map without Israel plunges an n NYC grade school into a i political firestorm 


blic School 261 in Boerum 
Hill, theheartof gentrifi- 

ed Brooklyn, is the annual ma 
rch to Borough Hall in honour 
of Martin Luther King Jr's bir- 
thday Children prepare for we- 
eks, making signs denouncing 
racism, homophobia, climate 
upheaval, and other expressio- 
ns of social and ecological pox. 
So the disappointment was per- 
vasive this year, when the ma- 
rch was cancelled and replaced 
by an assembly in the cafeteria. 
The catalyst for the change 
wasthe uproar thatemerged af- 
ter a social media post, nine 


A isses traditionat Pu- 
ፈ 


months old, from Qatar Foun- 
dation International, resurfa- 
ced with a picture of a PS. 281 
classroom featuringacolourful 
resource map of North Africa 
and West Asia. It was pinned to 
the wall under a handwritten 
sign that read: “Arab World”. 
This month, an article in 
Free Press called attention to 
what was missing from this ge- 
ography. Algeria, Yemen, Su- 
dan were among the nations 
that appeared on the poster: Is- 
rael wasnot. Instead, theregion 
was called Palestine. The map 
had been used inaclasson Arab 
artandculture for 12 years. But 


The uproar over the 'Arab World" 
map at a Brooklyn school comes at 
a time when college campuses have 
been roiled by antisemitism claims 


inthistinderbox of ahistorical 
moment, the fact of it blasted 
into wide view largely via New 
York Post, which published an 


article with the headline “Bro- 
oklyn Public School Omits Isra- 
el From Qatar-Funded Classro- 
‘om Map, Labels It Palestine.” A 
follow-up in the Post later that 
day focused on the outrage of 
local officials. Dan Goldman, 
the Democratic congressman, 
weighed in to say that he was 
‘deeply concerned.” The politi- 
cians wanted to know how the 
department of education sign- 
ed off on 8 display that had br 
ushed Israel intononexistence. 


On Tuesday, the district su- 
perintendent, Rafael Alvarez, 
announced that the map had be- 
en removed and that the New 


York Peace Institute, a conflict- 
resolution consultancy had be- 
encontacted to help "finda way 
forward". Parents looking for 
assurance that the Arab arts 
class would not be removed 
from the curriculum were left 
feelinganxious. "It would bede- 
vastatingif the programme we- 
re cut,” Lauren Katzman, the 
mother of a first grader at PS. 
261, said. Last week, abroad gro- 
upof parentsand teachers issu- 
ed a statement calling for pro- 
tection of aprogramme that ho- 
nours the “diversity and Arab 
heritage of the Boerum Hill ne- 
ighbourhood.” More than 240 


people had signed it. 

Katzman was among 16 Je- 
wish parents who drafted a let 
ter condemning "the recent vi- 
cious doxxing and harassment 
campaign against our teacher 
Ms. Rita Lahoud and her Ara- 
bicarts programme." Theexpo- 
sure had made many people fe- 
ar for the safety of all children 
and teachers at PS. 281. There 
were now police officers and 
news crews outside. Reporters 
had staked out Lahoud's home. 

Was it inevitable that the 
rancour upending college cam- 
puses would find its way intoa 
Brooklyn primary school? мүт 


sia,” the RIA news agency re- 
ported, citing a source at Thai- 
land's Utapao International 
Airport. "She was accompani: 
ed ከሃ her husband, a private 
entrepreneur, also a Russian 
citizen, who paid for the flig- 
ht.” A manifest list for the pla- 
ne, published by SHOT news 
outlet, appeared to show the cr 
ew were also Russian natio- 
nals. Rus Investigative 
Committee said it had opened 
minal case to determine if 
safety rules had been violated. 
Abdul Wahid Rayan, a spo- 
kesman for the Taliban's infor- 
mation and culture ministry, 
blamed an “engine problem” 
for the crash, without elabora- 
ting. Taliban's chief spokes 
man, Zabihullah Mujahid, sa- 
id Afghan air force rescue te- 
ams were searching the area. 
‘Tracking data from Fligh- 
tRadar24 for the aircraft sho- 
wed the aircraft's last position 


Justsouth of the Pakistani city 
of Peshawar at around 1330 
GMT Saturday. International 
carriers have largely avoided 
Afghanistan since the Tali- 
ban's 2021 takeover of the co- 
untry Those that briefly fly 
over rush through Afghan a 
space for only a few minutes 
while over the sparsely popu- 
lated Wakhan Corridor in Ba. 
dakhshan province, a narrow 
panhandle that juts out of the 
east of the country between 
Tajikistan and Pakistan. Tho- 
ugh landlocked, Afghanistan's 
position in central Asia means 
it sits along the most direct ro- 
utes for those travelling from 
India to Europe and Ame 
Fears about anti-aircraft fire, 
particularly after the 2014 sho- 
oting down over Ukraine of 
Malaysian Airlines Flight 17, 
saw authorities around the 
world order their commercial 
airliners out. TNN AND AGENCIES 


AROUND THE WORLD 


Revellers in traditional mask and costumes mark the 
annual Chiapas Grand Festival in Chiapa de Corzo, Mexico 


mm 


million times. He said also. 
asked the bot to tell him a joke. 
Beauchamp said he had still 
not received the parcel. “I think 
they might hold it hostage 
now. wouldn't blame them, he 
said, “That's totally on me." 


6-legged spaniel undergoes 
optoremoveextralimbs 


Delivery co disables 
chatbot after it goes 
rogue & pens poem 
on its horrible service 
parcel delivery firm in Brit- 
ain has disabled the 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
function in its online chat. 


systems after a frustrated user 
coaxed the system into compo- 


sing a poem about how bad 
the company's customer 
service was. "There was once a 
chatbot named DPD, Who was 
useless at providing help,” the 
bot wrote after Ashley Be- 
auchamp gave up trying to get 
it to share a phone number for 
customer services and asked it 
to write a poem about bad 
chatbot service instead. “DPD 
was a waste of time, And a 
customer's worst nightmare," 
the bot continued before 
concluding: "One day, DPD was 
finally shut down and everyone 
rejoiced. Finally they could get 
the help they needed, From a 
real person who knew what 
they were doing.” Beauchamp 
posted his exchange with the 
bot on X on Thursday, since 
when it has been viewed 1.1 


A spaniel born with six legs 
that was found abandoned in a 
supermarket parking lot is now 
like other dogs after having her 
extra limbs surgically removed. 
Ariel, named for “The Little Me- 
rmaid" character because the 
additional appendage with two 
paws on the end looked like a 
flipper, is now adjusting to life 
on four legs. “She is doing bri 
iantly,” said Vicki Black, direc- 
tor of the Langford Vets Small 
‘Animal Referral Hospital, where 
she was operated Thursday. 
Black said the hospital had 
never seen a six-legged dog or 
performed such a surgery. 
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A thought for today 


A budget should reflect the values and 
priorities of our nation and its people 
MARY LANDRIE 


Loanly Budget 


India's growth is good. To be better 
govt debt needs to come down 
Ga will present its last budget ahead of Lok Sabha elections, in 


an unusual context. India stands out globally for having safe 

macroeconomic indicators and good prospects for economic 
growth. Yet, fiscal performance has worsened since February 2019. 
Itneeds to be set right to make the most of the growth potential. 

Spending overshoots | Fiscal indicators over last five years were 
undermined by the Covid shock. Consequently, spending outpaced 
nominal GDP growth. From 2018-19 to 2023-24 budget estimates, GOI 
total expenditure grew 14.23% to%45.03 lakh crore. Nominal GDP for 
this period grew 9.4%, Outcome was an expansion in fiscal deficit 
by 2.5 percentage points to 5.9% of GDP in current year’s budget 
estimates. Simultaneously, GOI domestic borrowing increased 
from 47.1% of GDP in 2018-19 to 57.7% in 2022-23. 

Capex, silver lining | Spending pattern had a positive 
feature, higher public investment. GOI stepped in to fill the gap left 

by private investment when firms 
cut back on borrowing to improve 
their financial position. In current 
year, GOT's capital expenditure is 
expected to be 22% of total spending. 
This will be supplemented ከሃ 
investments by PSUs. 

Subsidies, a problem | Downsides 
are that subsidies have not only 
grown, they are not under control. 
For example, extra spending on food 
and fertiliser subsidies during 2022-23 

overshot budget estimates by more than 71.50 lakh crore. 

Revenue potential is promising | GST has stabilised and its 
reforms have begun to show results. In direct taxes, an unexpected 
boost came from personal taxes that have almost caught up with 
corporate tax in terms of contribution. In 2023-24 (up to December 17), 
personal income tax revenue was %6.72 lakh crore, just short of 
corporate tax collections of 76.94 lakh crore. 

Disputes remain a worry | Tax system remains litigation 
prone. Fresh litigation keeps rising. Between 2018-19 and 2021-22, tax 
disputes over one year but less than two years rose from 75.21 lakh 
crore to 6.99 lakh crore. This calls for an overhaul of the law. 

Disinvestment disappoints | Just twice in last nine years 
did disinvestment revenue overshoot budget estimates. It needs to 
improve to widen revenue base. 

GOI weathered the pandemic shock well. Looking ahead, it needs 
to lower its debt level and smoothen tax architecture. 


NOTHING CHANGES 
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MANDIR MATHEMATICS 


Opposition leaders are criticising the ceremony instead of Ram temple itself. 
BJP sees this. So its voter outreach will be temple-plus 


Hilal Ahmed 


BJP'spoliticalopponents, 
especially — Congress 
leaders, have taken a 
& position “critical of 

J today's Ram temple 
ሙር | inauguration ceremony 
in Ayodhya. They have argued that 


active participation of key BJP leaders 
in this event clearly demonstrates that 
thepartyiskeentouseRamtempleasan 
electoral issue in 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 
A section of political observers also 
adheres to this rather uncomplicated 
andstraightforward criticism. 


BJP faces electoral limits on Ram temple | 
Мо опе can deny that BJP will highlight 
Ayodhya temple as an important 
political achievement in the upcoming 
elections. However, it is difficult to pre- 
dict the specific location of Ram temple 
in BJP's future electoral packages. BJP 
establishment, it seems, is aware of the 
possible limitations of Ram temple issue 
in 20245 elections. More specifically. 
there are three crucial factors that BJP 
establishment cannot ignore. 


One, its construction is also a climax | 
Ram temple's construction, in a way, 
represents a kind of closure. In 2019 
Supreme Court gave its final verdict on 
Babri Masjid case based on legal techni 
calities. That was the reason why it 
described the demolition of Babri Masjid 
in 1992asa criminal act; and at the same 
time, asked the state to give five acres of 
land for construction of a mosque. 


Even if Banaras and Mathura cases 
continue | Hindutva groups, inter. 
estingly, gave a different interpretation 
to this judgment. They highlight the 
verdict as a kind of legal sanctioning 
for the claim that historically 


mosque in Banarasand Shahi Eidgah 
in Mathura, ought to be investigated 
and rebuilt as Hindu temples. 


Outcome of this ideological | _ 
reinterpretation of Supreme Court's 


verdict was predictable. Several relatively 
new campaigns for the ‘liberation’ of a 
particular ‘Hindu temple or site’ have 
begun in different parts of the country 
in last four years. This trend certainly 
corresponds to the conventional Hindutva 
position on desecration of Hindu temples 
in medieval India. Yet, one cannot ignore 
its possible political disadvantages 

Modi regime defines the contemporary 
moment of our public feas Amrit kaal— 
a political time where official doctrine 
of Netw India ought to be materialised. 
BJP is making serious efforts to mobilise 
the most poor and marginalised section 
of society. The theme Modi ki Guarantee 
-a Viksit Bharat isa good example 
inthis regard. 


Hence the reining in by Mohan 
Bhagwat | It is easy for BJP 


leaders to accommodate both Gyanvapi 
mosque and Shahi Eidgah in this 
framework as ongoing legal cases simply 
to commemorate Ayodhya temple as a 
success story. However, overstretching 
of temple-centric politics might be 
counterproductive. Mohan Bhagwat's 
comment that ‘there is no need to look for 
a shivling in every mosque’ is very 
relevant to understand the limits of 
temple politics. 


Two, many devotees will only engage 
spiritually | Ram temple has a growing 
religious status asoneof the most revered 
sites in India. It is a spiritual entity for 
many committed religious Hindus. 
They are going to treat itas anon- 
controversial place of worship. 


There isa strong possibility that stories 
of Babar destroying a temple and of 
Hindu humiliation may become almost. 
irrelevant for these devotees. 

BJP 
nises this intrinsic reli 
Ram temple. This party we must 
remember, has been working hard to 
offer a cultural-spiritual imagination to 
the inauguration ceremony, They are 
fully aware of the fact that a popular 
slogan such as “Mandir wahi banaya 
hai cannotbe effectively translated into 
electoral rhetoric unless something 
substantial is attached to it. 

This is exactly what Narendra Modi 
said in a recent speech: "Whether 
recounting the tale of Rajaram in the 
Treta era or the contemporary Raj 
Katha, it remains inseparable from the 
well-being of the impoverished, the 
deprived, and our brothers and sisters 
dwelling in the forests. Our efforts 
persistently align with this ethos... Modi 
honours those who were long neglected." 


Three, opposition will embrace Ram 
temple | Wider political acceptance of 
Ram temple as the undisputed birth- 
place of Lord Ram posesa very different 
kindof challenge to BJP He was cast asa 
politically relevant symbol by BUP leaders 
in late 1980s, А secular-communal 
binary helped the party growelectorally 
alongside Babri masjid and Ram temple 
disputes 
Today's political situation is very 
different, Opposition parties have 
started taking a keen interest in temple 
polities, and for that matter in the figure 
of Lord Ram. BJP's monopoly, in this 
sense, is under threat. 
Still, Ram temple issue is inextricably 
linked to BJP's ambitious long-term 
cultural project, which certainly goes 
beyond electoral considerations for 2024. 
‘The party wants to redefine the establis- 
of our political culture. Ram 
going to be 
projected as the temple of New India -a 
templethatcouldalsobe evoked to define 
Indianness in clear political terms, 
The writer isa politicalanalyst 


The Majority Of India’s Minority 


Ayodhya is a good context to point out ordinary Muslims must wrest 
power back from the community’s stubborn leaders 


to Muslims’ en-bloc tendencies. Countries that once 


On The Fence 


Myanmar-India border needs fencing. But it 


Ashwin Sanghi Mosque in its place. Similarly, Mathura's Keshavnath 


also needs deft political handling 


OT's decision to fence India-Myanmar International Border 
(፲5 won't be easy to implement. It will mean not just 

construction through 1,600-km-odd very tough terrain 
through Arunachal, Nagaland, Mizoram and Manipur, it will also 
demand deft political fencing. 

Why the fence | Since February 2021's coup in Myanmar, smugg- 
ling of narcotics and arms into India has exponentially increased from 
Myanmar's barely secret jungle factories. Part of Manipur conflict has 
been blamed by state government on militia from Myanmar. Border 
instability makes the free movement regime appear like sitting on the 
fence on security concerns. Right now the focus should be stemming 

flowsof contraband into India. 

Open borders | India-Myanmar's long- 
standing open border that allows free 
movement was formalised in 2018 as part of 
GOF's Act East Policy. Family and kin upto 
16 km on either side move freely. This move- 
ment is not just social but is central to trade 
ties in low-value regional economy - pulses, 
bamboo, spices, forest produce etc. For some 
years, an uptick in smuggling of teak and 
gold has worried India 

Open arms | Following 20215 coup, Kuki-Chin communities in 
Myanmar who faced junta persecution meant refugees in tens of 
thousands moved into border states where they had family or commu- 
nity - Mizoram, Nagaland, Arunachal and Manipur. CMs of these 
states barring Manipur have made common cause with refugees given 
kinshipandethnicties. New Delhi sees themas illegal migrants. 

Mind the fence | Plans for a fence triggered misgivings across 
tribes - fears of a partition. So closely linked are they that reportedly 
in Nagaland's Mon district, IB splits a village chief's house between 
two nations. Hard borders cannot solve domestic political impasse. 
It is critical the decision doesn't circle back into ethnic turmoil. 
Ensuring that isa political task. 


Vivek/Apu 


How America can be racist from both right and left 
Arnab Ray 


Right after Vivek Ramaswamy bowed out of the presidential 
race after the Iowa Caucus, Babylon Bee, a conservative 
knock-off of Onion, came up with a "humour" piece in which 
Vivek is shown working in a chain convenience store, having 
been appointed there by Trump. This is an old racist trope 
popularised by The Simpsons in the 90s through the character 

of Apu, an Indian who speaks in a sing-song accent and is overtly submissive, 

with his signature line being: “Thank you, come again. 

This is the problem of being Vivek. Unlike other Indian-origin 
politicians in US, Vivek has not hidden or disavowed his origins, and that 
makes him a target on both sides. For the predominantly white, Christian 

conservative base of Republican party, the colour of his skin 
and his religion disqualify him for office. For the ‘genteel 
centrist liberal’ of NYTreadingtype, his ‘Tknow more than you’ 
super-rich geek aggro, belies their expectation of what a 
minority should be like - more Apu from The Simpsons or 


Sundar Pichai or Satya Nadella, who stay in their lanes, and do 
not try to influence the body politic. For the progressives, 


drunk on ‘woke’ Kool-Aid, which divides the world into 
aggressor groups and victim groups and applies different 
standards to the two, Vivek belongs to the former. Since it's 
never fascist to bea fascist toa fascist, well, you know what follow 
In a way, this is a squeeze from both sides, experienced by many Hindu- 
Indians in US. Largeswathes of US are overtly racist, including but not limited 
to the usage of slurs and micro and macro aggressions. Another section, the 
ones with the saviour complex, feel threatened by the success of Indians. They 
lash out by undermining our achievements: ‘So what if you are sending 
missions to Mars, your people defecate in the open." To yet another section, our 
model minority status is proof positive of our complicity in systemic power 
structures, maybe in US but definitely in our home country. 
Andthisis why the Vivek insurrection wasso important. Hemightnothave 
gotten there, and maybe he never will, but he has inspired others like him to 
step into the ring without denying who they are. 


Inauguration of Ram Mandir will 
conclude a tale that began in 1528 
when a Babur general Mir Bagi 
ostensibly pulled down a temple that 
marked Ram's birthplace to build 
Babri Masjid. 

In 1858, a group of Nihang Sikhs wrote ‘Ram’ at a 
point inside the mosque. A chabutra ( s 
also constructed in the courtyard. In 1 
suit filed in Faizabad sought permission to build 
a temple. In 1949, Ram Lalla's idols were left 
beneath the mosque's central dome. A receiver 
was appointed, gates were locked. Multiple suits 
languished until 1986, when it was unlocked. The 
mosque was brought down by a rampaging mob in 
1991. The dispute wound its way through multiple 
courts until a fivejudge Supreme Court bench 
delivered the final verdict in 2019. 

It cannot be argued that rulers who were 
followers of Islam did not destroy Hindu temples. 
Historian Sita Ram Goel estimated around 3,000 
temples were destroyed. He added the number 
could be many times more. One need not go till 
Somnath, Ayodhya, Kashi, or Mathura. Vis 
Quwwat-uL-Islam Mosque next to Qutb Minar: Out 
sideaplaquesaysitwas built using parts recovered 
from27 Hindu and Jain temples. 

Of course, one cannot attempt to rightevery wrong 
of history Nor must one expect a wounded civilisation 
to ignore all its open wounds. Any solution must lie 
somewhere in-between. It baffles me that our Muslim 
leaders cannot negotiate a reasonable settlement 
regarding a few key places significant to Hindus. It's 
almost as if the silent and sober Muslim community 
has meekly surrendered to antiquated leaders. 

Hindus are accused by some of something similar: 
"That is forgetting that Hindu consolidation is reaction 


welcomed migration from Muslim regions are finding 
ways to shut their doors. Rise of right-leaning parties 
in Europeand groundswell of support for Trump in US 
should beeye-openers. Bharat, in its clumsy and me 
way, has welcomed and assimilated all faiths through 
centuries. 

Sanatan Dharm, with all its alleged faults, has been 
instrumental in establishing a plural ethos. There 15 
now opportunity for Muslims of India tolead the way in 


establishing a gentler, more flexible, updated, per- 
missive, tolerant, and kinder version of Islam. It took 
lécenturiesafter Christianity was born for itsreforma- 
tion. Islam isat that same inflexion point. The starting 
point must be the ordinary Muslim wresting back 
power from an obsolete leadership. 

By adopting a rigid posture on Babri issue, Indian 
Muslim leaders painted themselves into a corner 
But disputes in Varanasi and Mathura are no less 
contentious. The original Kashi Vishwanath temple was 
destroyed several times. Aurangzeb built Gyanvapi 


temple was replaced by Shahi Idgah mosque, Anti- 
cipating several disputes regarding hundreds of spots, 
Parliament passed the Places of Worship (Special 
Provisions) Act of 1991. The idea was to freeze religious 
character of places of worship using 1947 as a cutoff 
year It is stubbornness of Muslim leadership 

key spots that has triggered talk about 


fight for recognition of 
control over a handful of mosque 
right to wear hijab in school, preserve personal 
laws, or sustain Waqf board? Or should their fight 
be for greater opportunities, gender equality, and 
economic progress? 
Indian Muslims play a key role in shaping 
| geopolitics. Persian mathemati 
textbook on Indian arithmeti 
2 decimal-based positional number 
Ё Al-Biruniauthoredananalysisof Indian 
= Under Caliph Harun al-Rashid, Sushruta Samhita 
was translated and offered to the world, Indian 
Ё crucible steel was the key element in crafting 
5 Damascus swords. Panchatantra was an indispen- 
* sable text in training Persian bureaucracy. Why 
Ë shouldn't modern India’s Muslims rightfully 
ቹ spark a global Islamic transformation? If Saudi 
Arabia and UAE can find ways to modernise, what 
holds back Indian Muslims? 

Mahabharat describes Krishn’s message to 
Kauravs: give up five villages to Pandavs and avoid 
extending the family feud. Duryodhan's refusal of a 
negotiated settlement did no one any good. In Valmiki 
Ramayan, Ram says, “Es ionshould bepondered 
uponcarefully À well-consideredactionisalwaysmore 
effective.” The moment in Ayodhya is opportunity for 
mainstream Muslims to ask: which battles are worth 
fighting? 

The writer is author of several worksof fiction 


Calvin & Hobbes 


Sacredspace 


TURN INTO A JET 
WITH LASER-GUIOED. 
HEAT- SEEKING 
MISSILES ^ 


Wu? YESTERDAY IM ል SIMPLE TRO EG HELENE 
YOU WANTED A MAN WITH. baw ty the Late 
NUCLEAR POWERED COMPLEX TASTES, of Sita, the 

CAR. THAT COULD A knowerof Truth, 


who is theone 
cause of this 
world- its 
creation, sustenance and destruction, 
who is beyond Maya though it 
inheres in Him..embodiment of 
Knowledge full of bliss, pleasing 
and without blemish. 


Adhyatma Ramayan 


Ram Represents Triumph Of Responsibility 


Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev 


sayogi, Idonot subscribe to any 
faith, belief system or ideology 
The way forward for the planet, I 

often reiterate, is the recognition that 
authority isnot truth; truth is theonly 
authority 

Inthe quest for this truth, however, 
human beings need iconic inspiration. 
For this civilisation, the figure of Ram, 
or Rama/Raman, has left an indelible 
mark on our collective consciousness. 
Wedonothavetobereligiousto 
appreciate this. Thousands of years 
after histime, heremainsamong the 
greatest cultural protagonists of this 
land, an integral part of our DNA. 

Theconsecration of his temple in 
Ayodhya is not the triumph of one 
faith over the other. Itis simply the 
triumph of the conscious human 
beingover all manner of unexamined, 
compulsive behaviour. Ram wasa man 


who walked this land, nota god who 
dropped from the heavens. He was 
born of human parents, was heir toa 
local kingdom, and lived and loved as 
anexemplary human being. He fought 
agreat battle not because of a 
monarch’s expansionist greed, but 
because of his single-pointed love of 
his wife. What's more, he fought 
without hatred, resentment, 
ornegativity. Heeven 
repented for slaying his 
adversary, because he 
recognised that hisenemy 
wasanoble human being 
inhisownright. What 
Ram embodied was love, 
patience, integrity, gentleness, 
andfortitude under incredibly 
challengingcircumstances. 

Asaruler, this wasaman who placed 
the well-beingof hiscitizenry above 
personal interest. Indeed, his real estate 
issuesare not limited to this historical 


moment. Asaman of principle, he 
voluntarily gave up his kingdom and 
went into exile. After waginga war to 
win back his wife, he was willingto 
renounce her again in the interests of 
collective peace and harmony Ram 
Rajya doesnot represent, therefore, a 
landruled by an aggressive imperialist, 
butajust, wise, peace-loving, and 
resolute human being. Thisis 
(£5 what the world needs more 
thaneverinthishour 
Byhonouringhim, we 
acknowledgeanimportant 
civilisational insight-one 


THE SPEAKING TREE that views heroism notas 


conquest of the external, but 
the internal. Ram'sentirelife- from the 
loss of his kingdom and wife to his later 
travails- can be seen, intermsof 
events, аз а serial disaster. And yet, his 
ability toremain unruffled and 
equanimous through itall makes him 
exceptional even today. 


‘The fundamental ethos of this land 
recognises mukti, liberation, as the 
highest value. Ram epitomises this 
ideal. As maryada purushottam, the 
ideal man, he reminds us that every. 
human being can rise to become divine. 
This isthe possibility that yog holds out. 
toall inourcountry and indeed the 
world. The spiritual process is notabout 
becoming superhuman; instead, as 
Ram'sexamplereminds us, being 
human issuper. 

Thisisan important cultural 
moment, but not an occasion for any 
community togloat, because we must 
never forget that the figure of Ram 
stands for humility. He is our collec- 
tive inheritance. It istime for us to 
reclaim this unique civilisational 
legacy: one that prizes the significance 
of the Conscious Human Beingover 
thesaviour-rescuer god. What Ram 
represents is the triumph not of 
religion, butof responsibility. 


Chinese Cities Set To Gain 
Most From Domestic Tourism 


By 2032, Shanghai is forecast to generate 88% 

of the city's tourism revenue from tourist spending 
within China alone. This would equate to $163 
billion in domestic spending, according to a study 
of 82 major tourism cities around the world by 

the World Travel and Tourism Council. This is not 
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$163bn ‘Sanya 


2032 domestic share 


the only city that Chinese domestic tourists will Beijing 5148ከበ Tokyo  ፻፪::8፻፪፡ $390 тш 2032 domestic spending in USD 
be flocking to. Beijing, Guangzhou, Sanya and ? 

Chengdu are all featured on this top 10 list which Orlando $70bn New York @ ፻፪ $33bn Gi ee 
is a testament to the sheer size of the country and Guangzhou @) $67bn Los Angeles gE $23bn and employment directly generated by the travel 
its population, as well as a rising middle class and tourism sector in these cis 
with more disposable income for travel Las Vegas ፪ፅ 55558 Chengdu QI s22bn Source: Satista 


Govt may opt for 15-20% hike in capex 


Seeks To Sustain Public Spending To Boost Demand, Investment, Jobs In Economy 


Times News Network 


New Delhi: Government is lik- 
ely to opt fora 15-20% increase in 
capital expenditure next year, 
above the Rs 10 lakh crore provi- 
ded for the current financial ye- 
ar, as it seeks to sustain public 
spending to spur demand and in- 
vestment in the economy. 
Theroad transport and high- 
ways ministry may be allocated 
Rs3.2lakh crore for 2024-25, com- 
pared with Rs 2.7 lakh crore du- 
ringthecurrentfiscal year —an 
increase of 18.5%. Similarly, ra- 
ilways could see a 14% rise to Rs. 
2:8 lakh crore next year, as aga- 
inst Rs2.4 lakh crore this ye: 
Themoveisseen to beposi 
ve for sectors, such as, cement 
and steel, as well as for job crea- 
tion, asitcomesonthebackof a 


healthy rise during (ከፀ current 
financial year. In her budget 
speech last February, finance 
minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
had announced a 30% increase 
in capex to a record Rs 10 lakh 
crore. Railways and roads had 
bagged almost half the funds, 
amid scepticism over their abi- 
lity to use resources, 

For the current year, roads 
and highways ministry, which 
has exhausted 87% of the budge- 
ted money, has received an addi- 
tional Rs 6,000 crore. During the 
current fiscal year, railways has 
used over three-quarters of the 
allocation, railway minister 
Ashwini Vaishnaw said. 

Government sources said 
impact of higher capex by Cent. 
re has been positive for the eco- 
nomy, helping it navigate a tro- 


m Apple g Samsung 
Global sales (mn units) 


2020 2021 2022 2023 


APPLE HAS COMPLETE DOMINATION 
OVER SMARTPHONE MARKET NOW 


Apple has lorded over global smartphone market for years. It had 85% 
share of industry's profit and 4596 share of revenue in 2023. Where it 
lagged in the past was share of volume, ie. number of units sold. A recent 
report suggests that the company became top seller by units too in 2023— 
overtaking Samsung that had the volume share lead for 12 years. 
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Allocation for Apr-March 2023-24 | Spending during Apr-Nov 2023 
Source: Controller General of Accounts 


ubled global environment on 
the back of steady domestic de- 


mand. Strong orders have also 
resulted in cement companies 


ramping up production capaci- 
tyand large EPC companies ha- 
ving their hands full with pro- 
jects to beexecuted. 

Politically too, a major focus 
on large infrastructure cre: 
tion, such as highways and air- 
ports, has helped the Narendra 
Modi government portray itself 
asa builder of a "new India", an 
image that it would want to rein- 
force in the interim budget ahe- 
ad of crucial general elections 
inlessthan threemonths. 

At a recent meeting with 
chief secretaries, government 
had urged the states to step up 
focus on capex. In the last few 
budgets, Sitharaman has also 
provided for additional funds 
to states through intere 
free loans to help boost their 
public spending. 


Фотог da» 
Canara Bank 


Canara Bank. 


* Maximum loan per gram 
* Attractive Rate of interest 
* Flexible repayment 
* Quick sanctions 8 disburs, 
* Loan up to 90% of Gold value 
* Loan up to Rs.1.05 Crores 


* Loans available for Agricultui 
Business and Personal Needs 


Zee asks Sony to push Mexico emerges as new 
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In India, volume share of iPhone has risen from 196 to 6% between 2019 and 
2023. Among smartphones of over 250,000, Apple has nearly 70% volume share 


Source: Apple, Samsung official data, Statista, Refinitiv & ET Telecom 


(Figs rounded off) 


FPIs pull out 
213k cr from 
stocks in Jan 


New Delhi: Foreign investors 
haveadopteda cautious appro- 
ach this month, offloading do- 
mestic equities worth Rs 13,000 
crore in the first three weeks 
owing tohigh valuations of In- 
dian stocks and surging US 
bond yield: 

In contrast, foreign inves- 
torsarebullishon thedebt mar- 
ket and injected Rs 15,647 crore 
in the debt market during the 
period under review, data with 
the depositories showed. Ac- 
cording to the data, foreign 
portfolio investors (FPIs) made 
a net withdrawal of Rs 13,047 
crore in Indian equities this 
month (till Jan 19). They pulled 
out over Rs 24,000 crore from 
equities during Jan 17-19. Befo- 
re this, FPIs made a net invest- 
ment of Rs 66,134 crore in Dec. 

“The US bond yield started 
rising with the 10-year yield ri- 
sing from the recent level of 
3.9% to 4.2% triggering capital 
V K Vijayakumar, 
chief investment strategist at 
Geojit Financial Services, said, 
adding, “Also, since the valua- 
tions in India are high, FPIs 
used the excuse of less-than-ex- 
pected results from HDFC 
Bank to press massive sales 
100." agencies 


i Sidhartha@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: European Free 
‘Trade Association (EFTA), 
the four-nation trading bloc 
comprising Switzerland, 
Norway, Iceland and Liech- 
1 tenstein, is close to signing 
| a trade agreement with In- 
dia after commerce mini- 
ster Piyush Goyal and 
j Swiss economics minister 
1 Guy Parmelin settled some 
of the thorny issues that 
had been holding up a deal, 
which was seen as one of 
theeasier ones to clinch. 
“The main points on 
which we have reached ag- 
reement include, for ex- 
ample, patent protection, 
which was controversial in 
the past, as well asa new ty- 
pe of investment promo- 
፣ tionchapter The text is still 
1 tobefinalised. The negotia- 
tions have not yet been fina- 
lised. Both parties have ag: 
reed not to disclose the deta- 
ils,” a spokesperson for the 
Swissdepartmentof econo- 
mic affairs told TOL 
The bilateral invest 
ment protection agreement 
with EFTA could alsosetthe 
tone for other trade deals, 


merger deadline again hub for Indian IT cos' ops 


Times News Network 


Mumbai: Zee Entertain 
ment Enterprises has requ- 
ested Sony Pictures Net- 
works India to push the de 
adline fora $10-billion mer- 
ger again after the first 
extension lapsed on Janua- 
ry 20. Sony is yet to respond 
toZee's request. 
The merger between 
Zeeand Sony was supposed 
to be concluded ከሃ Decem 
ber 21,2023. But Zee reques- 
ted an extension and Sony 
agreed. Accordingly, a 30. 
day extension till January 
20 was included in the pact. 
It is not known by how ma- 
ny weeks Zee has sought 
the second timeline exten- 
sion from Sony. 
According to the agree- 
ment, both the parties can 
extend the merger deadli- 
ne thrice. If Sony decides 


against the deal, then it 
will have to pay a termina: 
tion fee of $100 million to 
Zee. A Sony spokeswoman 
didn’t respond to calls and 
text messages sent in con- 
nection to the report. 


According to an 
agreement, both 
Zee and Sony can 
extend the merger 
deadline thrice 


Zee has been seeking ti- 
me to resolve the issue of 
whether its MD Punit Goen- 
kawouldruntheshowatthe 
merged company Accor- 
ding to the agreement inked 
in December 2021, Goenka is 
supposed to lead the merged 
entity Though Sony agreed 
to this clause, it changed its 
stand after Goenka ran into 
regulatory troubles. Mar- 


‘TEAM SPIRIT: Commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal 
with Swiss economics minister Guy Parmelin (2nd from left) 
and trade negotiators in Mumbai 


including the UK, wherene- 
gotiations have not been 
completedasthefinancemi- 
nistry has been reluctant to 
deviate from the “model tre- 
aty" cleared by the Union ca- 
bineta few years ago, which 
has been a sore point with 
almostall countries. 
Switzerland was keen on 
lower import duty for gold, a 
demand that New Delhi had 
virtually rejected. India's 
goods trade with the bloc 
was pegged at $17.2 billion, 
with imports from EFTA es- 
timated at just over $16 bil- 
lion during April-Novem- 
berand well on its way to be- 
at last fiscal year's level of 


$16.7 billion. Of the $16 bil 
lion imports so far this year, 
over $13 billion was accoun- 
ted for by gold. 

Parmelin travelled di- 
rectly from Davos to Mum- 
bai to finalise the agree- 
ment. "... After 16 years of 
negotiations we found ba: 
lanced solutions to the main 
open issues of the EFTA-In- 
dia trade agreement... Our 
teams are working around 
the clock to settle the last de- 
tails so that it can be signed 
аз soon as possible,” the mi- 
nister tweeted on Sunday 

Indian officialssaid that 
the broad outlines have be- 
en worked out. “Following 


kets regulator Sebi is con- 
ducting an investigation 
against Geonka and Zee ina 
securities law violation ca- 
se. A final order in this mat- 
ter isyet tocomeout 

Amid the legal troubles, 
Sony has been pitching its 
Indiahead, N PSingh,as MD 
of the new entity However, 
Goenka has not accepted 
this suggestion. The deve- 
lopments come at a time 
when another consolidation 
in the media and entertain- 
ment sector is in the works 
as Reliance Industries’ Via. 
comi8 and the India unit of 
Walt Disney combine their 
operations in the country. 

Zee has been reitera 
ting that it is committed to 
the merger and is continu- 
ing to work towards its suc- 
cessful closure amid re. 
ports of Sony planning to 
call off the deal 


India, European trade bloc close 
to inking deal after 16 yrs of talks 


extensive negotiations, a 
shared understanding has 
been achieved on key issues 
during theministerial mee- 
ting. Ongoing efforts are 
now focused on shaping the 
convergence that has emer- 
ged,” an Indian govern. 
mentofficial said. 

In Mumbai, Goyal said 
Parmelin flewona whistles- 
toptourtolIndiafor12hours, 
with negotiations going in- 
toearly morning. "Talksare 
progressing very fast. They 
want to scale up invest 
ments, get Indian products 
onalargescaleand increase 
trade, which will generate 
employment for lakhs of In. 
dians,” he said. With Swit- 
zerland, India’s key trading 
partner among the EFTA 
nations, removing industri- 
al tariffs, observers said, 
there is littlegain fordomes- 
tic exporters on the goods 
trade side, barring the odd 
farm product, which will fa- 
cestringent checks, 

After deciding to end 
talk for joining the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) agree- 
ment, India has been on an 
ЕТА overdriveof sorts. 


Used car mkt sees price surge, SUV demand 


Times News Network 


> Used car models like 
the Scorpio have seen 
а 10-15% average ticket 
price increase 


> Newer models like Creta 
have seen 20-25% increase 
in ticket prices in last 2-3 years 
(Source: Industry) 


PRE-OWNED GETS PRICEY 

Chennai: When Dilip [>Usedcar& SUV 
Singh was looking to sell | average ticket 
his seven-year-old SUV | prices it e6-65 
whose odometer had clock- | fakh per unit 
ed nearly 1 lakh km, he was 
surprised to find that he ке e 
managed nearly 70% of the IP PEE T 
costof the vehicle. ‘ 

With new car prices soa.  [Just2-3years ago 


ring over the last few years, 
the valueof used cars has 81- 
so gone up. In the last two ye- 
ars, the average ticket pri- 
ces in the used car market 
has gone up to 66.5 lakh 
from Rs 33.5 lakh, said Vi- 
nay Sanghi, CEO, CarTrade 
group “Since new car ticket 
size has also gone up by aro- 
und 30%, it's spilling over to 
the used car market tooasin 
all types of cars, people opt 
for buying the top-end vari- 


ant," ከ6510. 
Used car marketers say 
the demand pull means a 
slightly older SUV is avai- 
lablefor the priceof ahatch. 
“Currently, used SUV prices 
can start from as low as Rs 
3.5 lakh while hatchbacks 
prices can start from Rs 2 
lakh only,” said Gajendra 
Jangid, cofounder and 
CMO, CARS24 Services. 
‘Compact SUVs have be- 
come top draws, and in the 


luxury space specific mo- 
dels like the Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class, Audi Q3, and BMW 
XI Series are particularly 
popular, said Niraj Singh, 
founder and CEO of Spinny. 
The platform’s top models 
range from just under Rs 2 
lakhtoRs7.5lakh. Whilethe 
Grand i10 starts from L5 
lakh, a Baleno is priced bet- 
ween 4.7 lakh and Rs 7.1 
lakh, while a used Kwid is 
available from around Rs 


2.49 lakh to Rs 4.9lakh. 
he new car product 
mix has been changing in 
favour of SUVs which are 
pricier and these have star- 
ted to come to the used car 
market as well. Also, many 
new entry-level car buyers 
are preferring to buy better 
equipped, bigger 868 
used cars at the same price. 
This has also led to the de- 
cline of the entry level seg- 
ment which has not seen 
any new offerings,” said Ra- 
vi Bhatia, president, JATO 
Dynamics The used pas- 
senger vehicle market is 
currently estimated at 5.5 
million units, growing 10- 
12% annually, compared to 
the new PV market of just 
over 4 million units. 

What is also helping is 
easy availability of finance. 


CarTrade, which acquired 
OLX last year, for instance 
offers a financing market- 
place for used products both 
auto and non-auto. Typical- 
Ty, second hand car finance 
comes at a higher cost of 
11.4-15% compared to 8.2- 
10.5% for new ones. 

That trend is also true 
forused two wheelers which 
is witnessing the kind of 
premiumization that the 
passenger vehicle market is 
going through. 

“There is growing de- 
mand for higher end two 
wheelers including Royal 
Enfields and Pulsars with a 
30-40% rise in ticket sizes in 
the last 23 years,” said 
Sanghiof Car Trade. Partof 
the reason for prices fir- 
ming up is the demand bo- 
unce back, he added. 


Shilpa.Phadnis@timesgroup.com 


Bengaluru: Mexico has emer- 
ged as the new hotspot for cus- 
tomer experience manage- 
ment(CXM) thatenhances cus- 
tomer engagement across mul. 
tiple touchpoints. TCS and 
Infosys have had a presence in 
Mexico for over a decade now. 
Recently, LTIMindtree ope 
ned a 100-seater facility in Mex- 
ico City. HCLTech, which set up 
operations in Mexico 14 years 
back, expanded its footprint in 


S’pore fund to 
invest $750mn 
in health biz 


Yogesh.Kabirdoss 
@timesgroup.com 


Chennai: Singapore-based 
private equity firm Quadria 
Capital will invest $1.5 billion 
in the healthcare sector in so- 
uth and southeast Asian co- 
untries over the next three 
ars. OF this, 50% will be inves 
ted in India. 

Sunil Thakur, partner and 
head South Asia at Quadria Ca 
pital said, the investments will 
be made across the healthcare 
segments such as hospitals, di- 
agnostics, pharma, medical de 
vicesand healthcare financing. 
“We are evaluating 810 compa- 
niesatany point of time across 
all the segments for invest: 
ments and out of this, invest- 
ments will be made in six or se- 
ven companies. In the coming 
years, we are looking at inves 
tingaround $1.5 billion over the 
nexttwoto three years. It willbe 
equally split between south 
Asia and southeast Asia,” he 
told TOLon Sunday He was 596 
aking on the sidelines of a pa- 
nel discussion on ‘investments, 
healthcare financing & private 
equity funding that will shape 
the future of healthcare’ orga- 
nised as part of the conference 
on Futureof Medicine here. 


Travel boom: 
UP may earn 
25k cr in tax 


‘Times News NETWORK 


Mumbai: An SBI report said 
the completion of Ayodhya's 
Ram temple and UP state go- 
vernment initiatives will oush 
the tourist expenditure in the 
state beyond Rs4 lakh crore by 
the yearend. This surge in 
FY25 is estimated to yield an 
extra Rs 20,000-25,000 crore in 
taxrevenuefor the state. 
1n2022, UP attracted 32crore 
domestic tourists, witnessing a 
nearly 200% increase, with 2.21 
crore visiting Ayodhya alone. 
Based on NSS data at the natio- 
nal level, the total expenditure 
by domestic tourists is estima- 
ted at around Rs 22 lakh crore. 
When factoring in the Rs 10,000 
croreexpenditure by foreign to- 
urists in UP. the overall spen- 
ding in the state reaches app- 
roximately Rs2.3 lakh crore. 
“UP will be one of the two 
states which will break the $500 
billion mark in 2027 (or FY28) 
when Indiaachievesthe3rd pla- 
ee in the global economy The 
GDP sizeof major Indian states 
in2027 will bemore than thatof 
some European countries like 
Norway,” thereport said. 


The company is hiring 1300 
people in the next two years to 
strengthen its current employee 
base of 2,400 people in the count- 
ry GlobalLogic, a Hitachi Group 
company, opened a new enginee- 
ring and a sales centre in Mexi- 
co. Thecentresare located at Gu- 
adalajara and Mexico City. 

In fact, Infosys BPM offers 
both BPM (business process 
management) and IT services 
from Monterrey in Mexico and 
grew its operations in Mexico 
City It has over 500 professio. 
nals catering to over 50 custo- 


mers working across customer 
service, finance and accoun- 
ting, sourcing & procurement, 
sales, and fulfilment, It set up 
its centre in 2007. 

Mexico's advantages include 
geographical proximity and cul- 
tural compatibility to both the 
US and Canada, US IT research 
advisory Everest Group said 
Mexico has a global services ta 
lent pool of nearly 197,000 full-ti- 
me equivalents (FTEs). The 
workforce has strong multi-lang- 
uagecapabilities in English, Spa- 
nish, Frenchand Portugues 


Know Your Risks Before 
Investing In Mutual 
Lp Funds With Riskometer 


ዘ mutual funds are 
mandated to display a riskometer 


in their scheme documents to 
enable investors to understand the risk 
classification associated with a scheme w 


What Does Riskometer In MFs Mean? 
Riskometer is a standardised risk measurement scale introduced by 
markets regulator Sebi for mutual fund schemes. According to norms, 
all MF schemes have to display the riskometer upfront and clearly so 
that investors know the risk associated with that particular fund. 


How Is Riskometer Determined? 


The level of risk associated with any scheme is evaluated every 
month. It considers the securities in which the scheme invests along 
with the AUM taken on the last day of the month. According to 
regulatory guidelines, a scheme's underlying securities are assigned. 
a value for parameters like volatility and other parameters based on 
which the risk level is determined. 


4 Invesco Mutual Fund 


An investor education and 
awarenes: 


For Know Your Customer (КҮС) guidelines along with the documentary 
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank 
details, etc. please visit the Education and Guidance section on 
www invescomutualfund.com. Investor should deal with only SEBI registered 
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under "Intermediaries/Market. 
Infrastructure Institutions” on https;//Www.sebi.goviin/inde-html. For any 
Grievance / complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at 
mfservicesGinvesco.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered on the 
SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.gov.in 


Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, 
read all scheme related documents carefully. 


How Does Riskometer Classify Risk? 
The riskometer classifies risk into six different categories: 


1) Low Risk: Funds that come under this category are suitable for 
investors willing to take minimal risk. Typically, returns here are low. 
Overnight mutual fund schemes and arbitrage schemes come under 
this category. 

2) Low to Moderate Risk: These suit investors who have a medium-to- 
long-term view and are willing to take a small risk. Typically, debt fund 
categories like ultra-short duration funds and money market funds 
‘come under this category. 

3) Moderate Risk: This is ideal for investors who are ready to take 
‘moderate risk to earn slightly higher returns. Medium-term funds, 
corporate bond funds and banking & PSU debt funds fallin this 
category. 

4) Moderately High Risk: These schemes are meant for investors who 
are ready to accept some uncertainty and greater volatility with the 
objective of achieving higher returns. Equity savings and credit risk 
funds are in this category. 


5) High Risk: Meant for aggressive investors who are willing to take 
high risks with the objective of maximising their profits, and know 
that there is a chance of a loss. Gold and silver funds, which can be 
volatile, are in this category. 

6) Very High Risk: These are extremely risky funds that invest in 
domestic stocks or international stocks, and are typically meant for 
investors wanting to take high risk for high returns. Equity funds, 
equity and bond funds, sectoral funds, dynamic asset allocation funds 
and international funds fallin this category. 


What Does Fund House Do If Risk Changes? 
Whenever there is a riskometer change, the fund house has to send 
a communication to investors by publishing it on its website, in 
newspapers, and sending emails /SMS to investors. 
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ryna Sabalenka is the lady in 
red at Melbourne Park. The 
25-year-old, from Minsk in 

elarus, who stormed into 
the last eight at the Australian Open 
on Sunday, is the only Nike athlete 
wearing the red dress, just like at the 
US Open where she was kitted in a 
custom-made red and coral ensemble. 

The rest of the draw wearing Nike 
at Melbourne Park - Victoria Aza- 
renka, Amanda Anisimova and Mir- 
ra Andreeva to name a few - were 
kitted in pastels, 

Sabalenka's Dri Fit Slam dress in 
‘gym red’ which she pairs with match- 
ing shoes, is fast becoming her signa- 
ture style. It also underlines the de- 
fending champion 


Thanks to them, they give me this op- 
portunity to feel special. But, of 
course, | want to have something 
more, not just a different colour," she 
said of the Spring Slam outfit, adding, 
"I'm super happy to be special.” 

The custom-made outfits empha- 
size the statuesque Belarusian's ris- 
ing profile in the sport. 

Sabalenka, however, wasn't r 
quired to give her inputs on the style, 
something she isn't pleased about. 

“It’s not like I was included in the 
reparing the colour and eve- 
rything,” she explained to the media. 
"They showed me the dress I will play 


ROUND 4 (WOMEN) 


Women: 4-Coco Gauff (US) bt 
Magdalena Frech (Pol) 6 
6-2; 2-Aryna Sabalenka 
(Bir) bt Amanda Anisimova 
(US) 6-3, 6-2; Marta Kostyuk (Ukr) 
bt Maria Timofeeva (Rus) 6-2, 6-1; 
9-Barbora Krejcikova (Cze) bt 
Mirra Andreeva (Rus) 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. 


in, and I was super excited to wear ће 
only red dress in the field.” 
Sabalenka, who made the title 
round in another custom coral red out. 
fit in New York, said last September's 
that reflected the colours of the 
season, made her feel ‘like Barbie’. 
‘The women’s quarterfinals in the 


bottom half of the draw pits defending 
champion Sabalenka against the ninth 
seed Barbora Krejcikova while the 
fourth-seeded Coco Gauff will play 
Ukraine's 21-year-old Marta Kostyuk. 

Sabalenka, who is playing the 
28-year-old Czech, not for the first time, 
predicted a contest. “We have played a 


lot of matches, She plays really well, 
she’s coming back after injuries, so also 
super motivated," the No. 2 seed said. 

Krecjikova said, "Aryna is playing 
well. She likes it here. I'm expecting 
it's going to be difficult, but on the 
other hand I feel I'm improving with 
every single match." 


windy day? 


Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com 
Melbourne: Novak Djokovie's ish w 
Australian Open campaign 
may have got off toaslowstart, А 
but the 10-time champion’s up a 
play has picked up pace in his 
last couple of outings. 
Against Adrian Mannarino 
ona wet, windy Sunday at Mel- 
bourne Park, he attacked the 
ball likea hungry schoolboy on 26 
a gastronomical excursion, lin- 
ing up a double bagel before 
finishing the 4th-round match 
for the loss of three games. 
‘The 36-year-old ousted the 
left-handed Frenchman, one 
year his junior and seeded 20, 
whose legs appeared to have 
run out of miles, having 
played three successive five: 


Slam 


setters. Djokovic won the first 
13 games of the match to fin 


that gave him his 32nd straight 
alian Open win, setting 


with the 12th-seeded Ameri: 
can Taylor Fritz, who put out 
the No. 7 Stefanos Tsitsipas. 

Djokovic, who has an 8-0 
head-to-head record with the 
'ear-old Frit 
retirement chatter. 

“While I'm No. 1 and on top 
of the game, I do 
leaving tenni: 
“When I feel that I'm not able. 
to compete at the highest level 
and bea contender for a Grand 


consider retirement 
‘That thought proces 


Hungry Djoko 


ith a 6-0, 6-0, 6-3 result. 


quarterfinal meeting 


hut down 


teenage! 


't feel like 
he said. 


require my 


title, then ГЇЇ probably 


is could 


Ww / 


change for the Serb, “I'm nota 
anymore. I'ma father 
anda husband. A lot of things 
are happening in the private 
life off court that I enjoy, that 
attention, my pres 
ence, my energy,” he s 

The world No. 1, who was 
swinging off both flanks even 
during his media interaction, 
was quick to warn that his i 


Mannarino 6-0, 6-0, 6-3 


year, maybe l 


TIME 


tensity and passion for the 
sport hadn't dropped unlike 
the temperature in Melbourne. 
It was on display in the 
third set at the Rod Laver 
Arena, where he pumped his 
а fist and glared at his Бох for 
answers he didn't need. "I 
thought maybe I would feel 
slightly more relaxed this 
ss tension. But 


ROUND 4 (MEN) 

1-Novak Djokovic (Srb) bt. 
20-Adrian Mannarino (Fra) 6-0, 
60, 6-3; 12-Taylor Fritz (US) bt 
7-Stefanos Tsitsipas (Gre) 7-6 

, 5-7, 6-3, 6-3; 4-Jannik 
Sinner (Ita) bt 15-Karen 
Khachanov (Rus) 6-4, 7-5, 6-3; 
S-Andrey Rublev (Rus) bt 10- 
‘Alex De Minaur (Aus) 6-4, 6-7 (5- 
T), 6-7 (4-7), 6-3, 6-0. 


Djokovic reached the quarterfinals 
at a major for the 58th time, 
equaling Roger Federer's Grand 
Slam record. It's his 14th run to the 
last eight at Melbourne Park 


it's not. It is as it alw. was 

very high intensity." the 24 
time major winner said 

The contest tennis is prim- 
ing for is the possible semifi 
nal, a generational clash, that 
could pit Djokovic against the 
22-year-old Italian Jannik Sin- 
ner: First order of business for 
Sinner is the explosive Russian 
Andrey Rublev 


S NATION 


Lemi makes it two in two; 


_Minsewo tops wo 


Rohan.Alvares: 


Mumbai: As he took his final strides before 
crossing the finish in 2:07:50 to win the elite 
men's race at the Tata Mumbai Marathon on 
Sunday, a smiling Hayle Lemi made it a point 
tosignal thenumber2 with his fingers. 

It was pretty clear what the Ethiopian was 
referring to. This was his second straight vic- 
tory in as many appearances here, making 
him only the second man in the history of the 
two-decade old event to the defend the men's 
title. The only other runner to achieve the feat 
was Kenya's John Kelai, whose twin successes 
came in 2007-2008. 


MUMBAI MARATHON 


WhenhewononhisTMMdebuthereayear 
ago, Lemi set a new course record (2:07:32) 
‘The 29-year-old was poised to make history 
again, maintaininga course record pace until 
the 39km mark. But with the rise in tempera- 
ture beginning totakea toll on his body, he wo- 
uld fall short by 19 seconds. Lemi could still 
draw plenty of satisfaction from clocking а ti- 
me under 2:08 for the second time. 

“It was an amazing race,” said Lemi, who 
pocketed $50,000. “After the race, I felt very go- 
od because there are amazing people here. I 
was thinking of breaking the course record, 
but the last3km, it wasabit tough." 

Lemi was followed by compatriots Hayma- 
not Alew (2:09:03) and Mitku Tafa (2:09:58). Ke- 
nyan runner Dickson Kiptoo and Alew were 
marginally ahead among the leading group of 
runners as they covered the first 20K in 60:30. 


lesgroup.com 


Srinu wins but Paris 
dreams are on hold 


V.Anand@timesgroup.com 


who wasleft toruna lone race. 


Mumbai: Tickets for the ma- 
rathon event in the Paris 
Olympic Games were not 
punched by the top Indian 
runners at the Tata Mumbai 
Marathon. Even course re- 
cords were innodanger of fal- 
ling as Srinu Bugatha won 
the 42.2 km journey with a ti- 
ming of 2:17.29. 

Gopi Thonakkal, who had 
participated in the Rio Olym 
pics and bagged the 25th spot, 
finished 68 seconds behind 
Srinu (2:18:37). Sher Singh fi- 
nished one minute behind 
Gopiin2:1 

Srinu and Gopi had the 
compensation of finishing 8th 
and10thoverallandpickingup 
some extra prize money Gopi 
didmakeanearnestattemptto 
duck under the course record 
when he clocked 31.56 minutes 


Gopi 


neares 


the third 


ran a lone ra 


rampsand slowed down con- 
siderably. He later recovered 
remarkably to close the gap 
but it was too much to expect 
him to take over the lead. Sri- 
nuran strong in the final few 
kms and shut the door on his 
challenger. 

Sher Singh seemed to be 
battling fatigue and cramps 
but finished strongly to take 
pot, Paris tickets 
will have to be booked at anot- 
hermarathon event 

In the India women's cate 
37. gory, it was the sight of Ni 
maben Thakore running alo. 
ne that caught the eye. The ti 
ny frame of Nirma virtually 
ce throughout to 
finish in 2:47.11. Her 
remarkable considering that 
she virtually jumped into ma 


men’s field 


Sanjay Hadkar 


Hayle Lemi Berhanu celebrates his win on Sunday 


That bunch whittled down to six men at the 30k 
mark after which Lemi and Alew broke away. 

Lemi said he was expecting Alew to push 
around this point but the decisive momentar- 
rivedas the two approached the hill on Pedder 
Road (35k). Alew fell behind and could only 
watch as Lemi, enriched by last year’s experi- 
ence, seemed to find another gear. 

“If there were some athletes running with 
meeven until 38-39k, it may have been possible 
torun 2:06,” Lemi said. Maybe that andachan- 
ceto be the firstrunner to complete a hat-trick 
of TMM titles are tempting incentives for him 
toreturn next year. 

In the women's elite race, young Aberash 
Minsewo sealed victory in her first ever ma- 
rathon, just like her fellow Ethiopian Anchia- 
Jem Haymanot had done 12monthsago. Minse: 
wo's triumph came in 2:26:06 with Muluhabt 
Tsega (2:26:51) and Medhin Bejene (2:27:34), 81 
so from Ethiopia, completing the podium. 


I 
wassohappy towinmyfirst-evermarathontitle 


on debut, 


id the 22-year-old Minsewo, 


struck by 


Srinu Bugatha 


‘Three years ago, I shifted 
toNasikfrom my hometown in 
Gujarat, to train under my co- 
ach. I was expecting around 
2.40 timing but it was off by so- 
me seven minutes,” said the 
pleased-to-the-gills Nirma. 

Nirma, who has done her 
masters, seems to be concent- 
rating only on the marathon 
and with the victory in Mum- 
bai, she has every reason to 
continue doing so. It has of co- 
urse given her hope that some- 
day she may run in the Olym- 
pics, maybe not the Paris Ga. 
mes which is half a year away, 
but the 2028 edition could be a 
more realistic objective. 

Reshma Kevate finished a 


story is 


at the 10k split. But he soon rathon running because she distant second in 3:03.34 whi- 
started losing pace and past disliked her timings she Shyamali Sing clocked 
the 2th kms, itwasonlySrinu clocked in the10000m. to bag the third spot 


Army's animal 
transport cost to 
dip 70% by 2030, 

says officer 


Rajat.Pandit@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: The Army has al- 
ready reduced by 1,500 the 
number of its “mountain ar- 
tillery mules”, who carry 
120mm mortars and their am- 
munition to far-flung forward 
posts where proper roads or 
tracks do not exist. “The few 
remaining such mules will go 
by 2025,” an officer said. 

Similarly, over 3,300 “gen 
eral service mules’, who 
transport rations, fuel, water 
and ammunition, will be pro- 
gressively retired by the end 
of this decade. “The number 
of animal transport compa 
nies will be cut down by about 
70% by 2030," he added. 

Parallelly, in just the past 
one year; Army has inked con- 
tracts worth over Rs 320 crore 
for 563 logistics drones of diffe- 
rent types, including those de- 
signed to carry loads in high-al- 
titude areas of over 12,000 feet. 

“Such drones can carry out 
last-mile delivery to troops de- 
ployed along the borders, They 
will reduce the need for sol- 
diersand porters as well asani 
mal transport companies to 
carry supplies and ammuni- 
tion,” the officer said. 

ARs 285-crore deal has also 
been signed for 100 four-legged 
robotic mules, capable of au- 
tonomous movement with ob- 
struction avoidance features 
across different terrains at 
heights up to 10,000 feet. Anoth- 
er contract is for 300 rough-ter- 
rain vehicles, each of which 
cancarry over 100kgof load, for 
almost Rs 70 crore. The dis 
banding of so many animal 
transport companies will also 
lead to the closure of five mo- 
bile field veterinary hospitals 
thatprovidemedical treatment 
to the mules, Similarly the re- 
mount training school and de- 
pot, where mules are bred and 
trained, will also be closed. 

“It's quite difficult to main. 
tain animal transport compa- 
nies because the mules require 


for 


whi 


‘Deal A Final 
Blow To LWE 
Ecosystem’ 


Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: Union homemin- 
ister Amit Shah on Sunday 
stressed on 
Chhattisgarh police and oth 
er law enforcement agencies 
to identify the supporters of 
left-wing extremism, com. 
monly referred to as ‘urban 
Naxals', and run a thorough 
check on their finances as 
part of strategy to choke 
Maoist funding and deal a fi 
nal blow tothe left-wingextre- 


muhurt will last 84 seconds 


'Mool 


Akhilesh Singh, Rajiv Srivastava 


Ayodhya: For PM Modi, the 
consecration will be the cul. 
mination of an 11-day spiritu- 
al journey that started from 
Kala Rama temple in Nashik 
оп Jan 12. Music instruments 
from 25 states will be played 


duce“mangal dhwani" before 
the start of the main rituals, 
sources said. 


take place will last 84 seconds, 
during which Modi will re- 
move the idol's blindfold from 
behind and apply kajal with a 
small gold stick. He will then 
showasmallmirror to thedei- 
ty. This will be followed by a 
‘maha arti’ by illuminating 


construction of the temple 
and vi 
where the ancient Shiva tem- 


funding, Shah tells C'garh brass 


the need for 


&Shalabh | Tun 


nearly two hours to pro- 


The “mool muhurt" in 
ich the consecration is to 


it the Kuber Tila, 


‘Amit Shah with Chhattisgarh CM 
Vishnu Deo Sai 


mism(LWE) "eco-system' 

While chairing a high-lev. 
el review meeting in Raipur 
on LWE situation 
after a BJP government was 
installed in Chhattisgarh, a 
change likely to help the final 
battle against Maoists with 
their influence now limited to 
a few pockets of the state — 


Modi is scheduled to reach 
the temple around llam and 
remain inside thecomplex for 
about three-and-a-half hours 
for the ceremony, followed by 
apublic meeting. 

President Droupadi Mur- 
mu wrote to the PM Sunday, 
saying the consecration cere- 
monyat Ayodhya would mark 
the completion of “an impor- 
tantcivilisational journey". 

After theconsecration, ће 
temple will open its doors to 
devotees. Shri Ram Janmab- 
hoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust 
has requested people to plan 
their temple visit after Jan 27, 
by which time it expects the 
initial rush toebb. Despite the 
request, a large number of 
faithful descended on the city 
before its borders weresealed. 
“We will leave the city only af- 


the afternoon for a final re- 
viewof thepreparations. Two 
teams of NSG snipers, six 


government. 
Raipur on Sunday 


the first 


vacuum and also ет 


of А 


guests over 


tion workon А) 


108 diyas, concluding the con- ter having a darshan of Ram stones were achieved by Sun- 
secration ceremony. Lallaonce its allowed,” saida — dayevening." 

The PM will also interact devotee from Bengal. Aware that people from 
withlabourersinvolvedinthe — Adityanathhadarrivedin different cultures and back- 


Shah mooted a comprehen: 
sive plan to eliminate Naxal- 
ism from the country within 
three years. The meeting was 
attended by Chhattisgarh CM 
Vishnu Deo Sai and the two 
deputy chief ministers, state 
DGP, CRPF DG, Intelligence 
Bureau director and senior of- 
ficers of the central and state 


The time-bound action- 
plan includes further shrink. 
ing the geographical area un 
der LWE influenceby sending 
counter-Naxal forces deeper 
into ‘liberated’ Maoist zones. 
Once these areas are re- 
claimed, theforces shall set up 
campstheretofillthesecurity 
able a de- 
velopment and welfare push 
bythelocaladministration. 


day, UP DG (law and order) 
Prashant Kumar said. 
Divisional commissioner 
yodhya Gaurav Dayal 
said, “A controlroom hasbeen 
set up to coordinate with the 
state guests. We are updating 
the details of distinguished 
a centralised 
spreadsheet and the depart. 
ments and agencies con- 
cerned are being alerted to 
make the required arrange- 
mentsfor the guests." 
Vicechairman of Ayod- 
hya Development Authority 
Vishal Singh said, "Not many 
would realise that the major 
makeover and transforma- 
yodhyacity has 
been achieved ina spanof one 
year. It wasa challenging task 
for all of us, but we are glad 
that all the important mile- 


grounds would visit the city, 
400signboards in 11 major lan- 
guages have been put at im- 


Importantly, Shah direct- 
ed the Chhattisgarh police to 
ensure comprehensive inves. 
tigation of LWE cases, closely 
monitor prosecution, choke 
Maoists’ finance streams and 
take forward intelligence. 
based operations based on 
verified inputs from the mul- 
ti-agency centre as the battle 
against Naxals enters a final 
and decisive stage. 

“There was agreement at 
the meeting that with a BJP 
government now in place in 
Chhattisgarh, coordination 
among the various counter- 
Naxal agencies will be better 
and thetime-boundplantoup- 
root the menace can unroll on 
the ground faster and wi 
practical roadblocks,” 
nior officer told TOL 


been set up with guides who 
speak prominent regional 
languages, policemen to deal 
with emergencies, and para- 
medics to provide assistance 
when necessary. 

Besides three dozen up- 
scale hotels, 1,200 homestays 
have been made operational. 
Eight tent cities have also 
been set up, with the largest 
‘one having 25,000 beds. 

Over 7,000 invitees are ex 
pected, including 92 state 
guests representing 50 coun- 
tries. RSS chief Mohan Bhag- 
wat, temple trust chairman 
Nritya Gopal Das, former 
President Ramnath Kovind, 
former V-P Venkaiah Naidu, 
industrialists Mukesh Amba- 
ni, Lakshmi Mittal and Gau- 
tam Adani, actors Amitabh 
Bachchan and Rajnikant, 
cricketers Sunil Gavaskar 
and Sachin Tendulkar, and 
former CJI SA Bobde will be 
at the ceremony. Former dep- 
uty PM LK Advani is unlikely 
to attend, sources said. Thir- 
tveight lawyers who were 


proper shelters. The induction : ple has been restored. He will teams of ATS commandos portant landmarks. Gas-pow- part of the legal battle in the 
of technology will improve ca- : performapujaattheshrine. equipped with antidrone  eredheatershavebeenplaced Ayodhya title suit have al. 
pacity and efficiency of oper- Fifteen 'yajmans' drawn technology. and 15,000 police at 300 locations to help people ready arrived. Kanchi Shan- 


ation 
eas,” 


logistics in forward ar- 
another officer said. 


from different social groups 
will accompany Modi. 


and paramilitary personnel 
are being deployed for Mon- 


beat the cold. Around 25 tour- 
ist facilitation centres have 


wati arrived late Sunday. 


karacharya Vijyendra Saras- 


Identify ‘urban Naxals’, choke their Kashi Dom Raja to join PM as 


‘yajman’ at consecration event 


 Akhilesh.Singh 


@timesgroup.com 


Fifteen people 
the country, in- 
ihi Dom Raja Anil 
Choudhary, will join PM Modi 
as‘yajman’ (host)at the conse- 
cration ceremony at the Ram 
templeon Monday. 

Prominent BJP leaders, 
including home minister 
Amit Shah and others, will 
watch the ceremony live from 
various temples across the 
country with common people. 
Thisis being seen asa gesture 
of solidarity with millions of 
Ram devotees, who wanted to 
be in the holy town for the 
event but were advised to plan 
their visit after Jan 22. 

Kashi Dom Raja (the king 
of the cremation ground) 
Choudhary and his family 
members, including mother 
JamunaDeviand wife Sapna 
Chowdhary, have reached 
Ayodhya. 

A religious procession 
amid the beats of ‘damru’ was 
taken out from the cremation 
ground to mark his departure 
from Varanasi on Saturday. 


- Bhagwat: 


lighting 


The family of Dom Raja leaves. 
for Ayodhya carrying 3 kg of 
trident ahead of Pran Pratishtha 
ceremony of Ram Temple in 
Varanasi on Saturday 


The family members carried 
a silver ‘trishul' and an offer- 
ingforthe Ram temple. 

BJP leaders, meanwhile, 
will witness the ceremony 
live from various temples. 
Shah, along with his fami 
will watch live-streaming o 
the three-hour ceremot 
from Birla temple, Mandir 
Marg, in the national capital 
and also celebrate Diwali by 
earthen 
when the 'pran pratishtha" 
ceremony takes place. 

BJP president JP Nadda 
will be at Jhandewalan tem- 


Its start of campaign 


plein Delhi. LK Advani, Mur- 
li Manohar Joshi and those 
who fought the court case, in- 
cluding Ravi Shankar Prasad, 
are among a few leaders from 
the party invited for theevent. 

Even among state leaders, 
other than UP CM Yogi Adi. 
tyanath, only ministers a: 
signed responsibilities like 
deputy CMs Keshav Prasad 
Maurya and Brajesh Pathak 
willbe present in Ayodhya. 

Peoplefrom differentcaste 
backgrounds, including from 
themost backward to Dalit Sa- 
maj, have been selected to per- 
formritualsas'yajman' at the 
pran pratishtha ceremony. 

Mahadev Gaikwad, the 
face of over 60 million mem- 
bers of the Ghumantu com- 
munity across 915 nomadic 
and 198 denotified tribes of 
India, is a yajman selected 
forthe rituals. 

So is Dilip Valmiki, a 
member of the Valmiki Sa- 
maj listed as Scheduled Caste 
in India, who is proud of his 
perennial association with 
Lord Ramand thestory of Ra- 
mayana which was written by 
Maharishi Valmiki. 


lamps 


for reconstruction of Bharatvarsh 


i Times News Network 


New Delhi: RSS chief Mo- 
i han Bhagwat, one of the 
chief guests for the conse- 
cration ceremony in Ayod- 
hya, on Sunday said 
i reconstruction of 
і the Ram temple in 
Ayodhya was an oc- 
casion toend the bit- 
Í terness and enlight- 
ened people of socie- 
ty should ensure that the dis- 
puteended completely. 

Asserting that the event 
marked the reawakening of 
national pride, Bhagwat 
said, “Shri Ram is the most 
worshipped deity of the та. 
jority society and the life of 
Í Shri Ramchandra is still ac- 

ceptedas ideal conduct by so- 


and peace. 


ciety Hence, theconflict that 
had arisen over the dispute 
shouldend." 

The RSS chief said the 
entry of Shri Ramlalla in 
Ram Janmabhoomi and his 
‘pran pratishtha' was 
the beginning of the 
campaign for recon- 
struction of 
varsh which wasfor the 
wellbeing of all, ac- 
J cepting all without en- 
mity and showing the path 
of harmony, unity, progress 


“Weare the active follow- 
ers and implementers of 
that campaign. In the devo- 
tional celebration of Jan 22, 
along with the reconstruct: 
ion of the temple, all of us 
have resolved for the recon- 


struction of Bharat and 
through it paving the way 
for the reconstruction of 
the entire world. By always 
keeping this guiding light 
in mind, moving forward 
is the need of the hour" 
Bhagwat said. 

"Ayodhya means a city 
"where there is no war’, a 
place free from conflict," he 
added. Referring to inva- 
sions in India since Alexan- 
der, Bhagwat said the histo- 
ryof thecountry wasthehis- 
tory of continuous struggle 
against invaders for the last 
1,500 years. 

“This policy of the invad- 
ers was not limited to just 
Ayodhya or any one temple, 
but was a war strategy for 
theentire world," he added. 


Bharat- 


POST INJURY, KHAWAJA SET TO RETURN TO 


TRAINING FOR TEST VS WEST INDIES IN BRISBANE 


MBAPPE SCORES A BRACE AND CREATES 


TWO GOALS AS PSG WIN IN FRENCH CUP 


SATWIK-CHIRAG PAIR FALLS 


Champions Kang And Seo 


Sabi.Hussainatimesgroup.com 


New Delhi: It was a perfect setting. 
for the dynamic men's doubles duo of 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag 
Shetty to annex their second India 
Open doubles title in front of a vocif- 
erous home crowd here on Sunday 

A packed K D Jadhav indoor hall 
of the Indira Gandhi stadium rallied 
behind the reigning Asian and CWG 
champion pair pitted against the 
South Korean pair of Kang Min 
Hyuk and Seo Seung Jae in the sum 
mit clash of the BWF Super 750 se- 
ries event. 

The Indians did come out with 
their A game in the opening round 
by winning it comfortably, but the 
reigning world champions Hyuk and 
Seung Jae made a sensational come- 
back in the second and third games 
to dash the hopes to clinch their first 
title of the season. 

Satwik and Chirag fought hard. 
but the Indian combination went 
down 1521, 21-11, 21-18 in an hour 
and five minutes, 

"We started off quite well but in 
the second game we were slow to 
start off, and in no time, we were 
down 5-11. From then on, it was 
quite difficult to come back and, yes, 
they (Kang and Seo) were quite a 
formidable defensive pair. Overall, 
we are sad, losing the final in our 
home tournament but there are a lot 
of positives, the last two weeks have 
been really good. We are still hungry 
and are not satisfied. We will start 
off again in the next few days for the 
All England and French Open," 


Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy in action during the 
men's doubles final against Kang Min 
Hyuk and Seo Seung Jae on Sunday 


wik said after the match. 
Chiragadded: “There was certain 
fatigue going into our second straight 
final in two weeks (after Malaysia), 
We have never played two back-to: 
back finals in Super 500 or Super 750, 
so it’s 8 positive thing that we have 
been quite consistent, We just need to 
look at the bigger picture, and I know 
for a fact that things will eventually 
turn in our favour. In the past two 
years, we have worked a lot on our 
defence as well, and I think we have 
been defending quite well, especially 
in the past couple of months. We can 
see improvement in every aspect.” 
Inthefinal which kepteveryone on 


| Next few da 
will give us a lot of motivation.” 


the edge, the second-seeded Indians, 
who had won the title in 2022, started 
thematch with an attacking approach. 
Playing with the wind, Satwik and 
Chirag engaged their opponents in flat 
exchanges. Though the Koreans man- 
aged to keep pace with them till 7-7, the 
Indians slowly pulled away with Chi- 
rag dominating the net exchanges to 
pocket the opening game in 18 minutes. 
ame, the 
Indians committed quite a few un 
forced errors trying to attack the 
serve and quickly fell behind 1-5. 
Left-handed anaged to leave 
Chirag and Satwik flat-footed on a 
couple of occasions with his decep- 


taking off and then we start. 
French የቀ 25 ሀወ s bee sometimes. 


for All 
sometimes. | feel it 
~Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 


tive cross-court drives as the Ko 
ans clinched nine straight points 
from 7-5 and then maintained that 
momentum to force the decider. 

Inthefinal game, the Koreans were 
again quick off the block and led 114. 
This is when the Indians began their 
fightback with Chirag once ag 
tacking the net with precision. 
Indians managed to close the 
18-19 and raised hopes of yet another 
come-from-behind win. But Seo's 
cross-court push to Satwik's forehand 
helped the Koreans earn their first 
match point and they made no mistake 
in wrapping things upon the very first 
attempt 


Pls: PTL AFP 


Women's and men's singles champions 
Tai Tzu Ying (top) and Shi Yu Qi 


RESULTS (FINALS) 

Men's singles: China's Shi Yu Qi beat 
Hong Kong's Lee Cheuk Yiu 23-21, 21-17 
Women's singles: Chinese Taipei's Tai 
Tzu Ying beat China's Yu Fei 21-16, 21-12 
Men's doubles: Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty lost to 
Kang Min Hyuk and Seo Seung Jae 21- 
15, 11-21, 18-21 

Women's doubles: Japan's Mayu 
Matsumoto and Wakana Nagahara 
beat China's Zhang Shu Xian and 
Zheng Yu 21-12, 21-13 

Mixed doubles: Thailand's Dechapol 
Puavaranukroh and Sapsiree 
Taerattanachai beat China's Jiang Zhen 
Bang and Wei Ya Xin 21-16, 21-16. 


for India: 


London: Former England 
captain Michael Atherton 
reckons India's superior spin 
attack will win them the five. 
Test home series against Ben 
Stokes and Co. 

Only Jack Leach is a sea- 
soned spinner in the England 
squad with the others being 
the inexperienced Tom Hart- 
ley, Shoaib Bashir and Rehan 
Ahmed. India boast of R Ash- 
win, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar 
Patel and Kuldeep Yadav. 

“I think India will win. 
‘Their spinners are better than 
England's and that will be the 
defining thing in the end,” 
Atherton told Skysports, 

England last won a series 
in India back in 2012 when 
Graeme Swann and Monty 
Panesar outbowled their In- 
dian counterparts. 

f you go to India, spin 
will play a big part, it histori- 
cally has done and Í suspect it 
always will do. India do have 


Spinners will win it 


Atherton 


MICHAEL 
ATHERTON 


a very strong seam attack as 
well,” said Atherton. 

“India’s four spinners are 

very different to England's. 
‘They have two left-arm finger 
spinners in Ravindra Jadeja 
and Axar Patel. They have a 
wrist spinner in Kuldeep Ya- 
dav and Ravichandran Ash- 
win is one of the greatest spin. 
ners of all time. 
England have a solid left- 
arm spinner in Jack Leach 
and then three very inexperi. 
enced spinners after that with 
‘Tom Hartley, Shoaib Bashir 
and Rehan Ahmed. 

“It will be a particular 
challenge for them but the se- 
lectors see a high ceiling for 
them," he added. ሃክ 


London: Middle-order Ба! 
man Harry Brook is to leave 
England's tour of India and 
return home “with immediate 
effect for personal reasons", 
the England and Wale 
et Board (ECB) said in a state- 
ment on Sunday. 

"The Brook family respect 
fully requests privacy during 
this time,” the ECB said. 

“In light of this, the ECB 
and the family kindly request 
the media and the public to 
respect their wish for privacy 
and refrain from intruding 08 
their private space.” 


Brook returns home; 
Lawrence roped in 


"тез 
old, who has 
made four 
centuries 
in 12 Tesi 
was expe 
ed to be in 
the line-up for 
the first Test which starts in 
Hyderabad on Thursday. 
an Lawrence, who played 
the last of his 11 Tests in 2022, 
has been named as Brook's 
replacement. He made a Test 
9 Indies 
in March 2022 but has not 
played since that tour. agencies 


NZ AND SL WIN IN 
U-19 WORLD CUP 


Kimberley: Sri Lanka and New 
Zealand got off to winning starts 
in the Under-19 World Cup. 
recording victories in their 
matches against Zimbabwe and 
Nepal respectively. 

Sri Lanka, after being sent 
into bat at Kimberley, made 204 
in 48.4 overs. Zimbabwe, who 
were given a revised target of 
129 in 22 overs following a rain 
interruption, were dismissed for | a 
89 in 21.1 overs. 

‘At East London, New Zealand 
made 302 for eight after electing 
to bat first with Snehith Reddy 
making a 125-ball 147. In Reply, 
Nepal managed to score 238 for 
nine despite opener Arjun Kumal 
making 90. 


GALLERY 
Pak beat NZ in 


braced an ultr: 


don MeCullum's appro 
game in his playing days. 
(Virat Kohli) been batting, his move. 
ment looks good. With the form that h 
in, 
ball," 


to counter Eng's ‘Bazball’ 


New Delhi: 
Gavaskar has backed 'Viratball' to 
counter Eng 
‘Bazball’ appro 
beginning in Hyder 


Indian great Sunil 


s much talked about 
ch in the five-Test series 
bad on January 25. 
England's batting lineup has em 
gressive style, often 
sociated with their head coach Bren: 
ch towards the 
"The way he's 


we have Viratball to counter Baz 
Gavaskar told Star Sports. 
Kohli, who is 152 runs short of join: 


ing the 9000-run club in Test cricket, 


Gavaskar backs ‘Viratball’ 


will be India's batting mainstay: He has 
29 fifties and 30 centuries in 113 match- 
es. “Yeah, conversion means having 
more hundreds than fifties. With Kohli, 
he hasasa similar amount of hundreds 
and fifties, that means he has a good 
conversion rate,” Gavaskar said. 

'ngland drew their previous series 
against India at home. However hosts 
India, unbeaten in a Test series since 
their 1-2 los to England in 20122013 sea 
son, remain. formidable opponent. "Eng. 
land have adopted a new approach in 
‘Tests in the last 1-2 years... It'll be interest- 
ing to see if this approach works against 
the spinners of India,” he added. en 


Saheli.Chakraborty 
@timesgroup.com 


Dubai: Among those who know 
the England team pretty well is 
Andy Flower. After all, the for- 
mer Zimbabwe cricketer had 
coached the team from 2009 to 
2014. He still follows their for- 
tunes and feels the upcoming 
Test series between India and 
England will be a fascinating 
one. Though spinners play an 
important role on India wickets, 
Flower believes the Indian pace 
can also be very lethal. 

ly looking forward 
to the series since I have enjoyed 
watching the attacking cricket 


that England have been playing. 
It's going to be exciting. But 
firstly, I would say don't dismiss 
the Indian seamers and their at 
tacking prowess because the 
are genuinely outstanding per 
formers. They can pick up 20 
wickets. It's not only about the 
spin contest,” Flower, who is the 
coach of Gulf Giants, the defend. 


ing champions of the ongoing 
DP World ILT90 League, said. 

“I would be surprised if India 
don't win the series because they 
areso good in home conditionsand 
they have all the bases covered," 
added the 55-year-old Flower: 

After his assignment in the 
UAE, Flower has a more chal 
lenging job on hand as coach of 
the Royal Challengers Banga- 
lore, who are yet to win the IPL, 
“Tam really looking forward to 
my stint with the RCB. It's an 
exciting opportunity for me to 
see if wecan do anything special 
with RCB," he said. 

With the emergence of fran. 
chise leagues around the world, 


5th T201, avoid 
series sweep 


Christchurch: Pakistan 
had an unlikely hero as they 
bowled New Zealand out for 
92 to win the fifth T201 by 42 
runs Sunday and avoid a 
clean sweep in the five- 
match series. The tourists? 
total of 134-8 after choosing 
to bat looked inadequate as 
itwas their lowest of the. 
series after their losing 
efforts of 180, 173, 179-7 and 
158-5 in the four previous 
matches. Iftikhar Ahmed 
was the surprise hero for 
Pakistan. He took three for 
11 to play the leading role in 
New Zealand's downfall. 


Mumbai City FC beat 
Chennaiyin to make 
semis: Mumbai City FC 
rode on Hmingthanmawia's 
first-half strike to defeat 
Chennaiyin FC 1-0 in a 
Group C match and make it 
to the semi-finals of the 
Super Cup football tourna- 
ment here on Sunday. 
Hmingthanmawia struck 
the all-important goal in 
the 24th minute. acencies 


ACTION TODAY 


CRICKET: Ranji Trophy, 
9.30 am (Лосіпета); Senior 
Women's One Day Trophy, 
QFs, 9 am (Jiocinema) 
FOOTBALL: EPL, Brighton 
vs Wolves, 1.15 am Tuesday 
(Star Sports): Asian Cup, 
8,30 pm (Jiocinema); Ka- 
linga Super Cup, Bengaluru 
FC vs I-Leagued, 2 pm; FC 
Goa vs Odisha FC, 7.30 pm 
iocinema); La Liga, 6.30 
pm (Jiocinema) 

TENNIS: Aus Open: 6.30 
am & 130 pm (Sony Sports. 
Ten5) 

MULTI-SPORT: Khelo 
India, 9.30 am (Star Sports) 


South Korea Benefit From Late Own 
Goal, Salvage 2-2 Draw With Jordan 


Doha: Despite going ahead on 
an early strike by Son Heung 
min, South Korea needed a 
last-minute own-goal to se. 
cure a 2-2 draw with Jordan 
at the Asian Cup. Yazan AI. 
Arab’s late intervention at the 
Al Thumama Stadium pre 
vented a second surprise re. 


ASIAN CUP 


sult in the space of 24 hours 
after Iraq defeated Japan 2-1. 

The draw leaves both 
South Korea, led by former 
United States coach Jurgen 
Klinsmann, and Jordan with 
four points from the first two 
games in Group E. 

"It was a very very inten: 
game, which we expected, 
Klinsmann said. "After we got 


the lead, we were too slow. We 
were not physical enough. We 
lost one-on-one battles on the 
field, and that gave them a lot 
of energy 

South Korea, a two-time 
champion but searching for a 
first title since 1980, started 
well. After just five minutes, 
ion was fouled in the area by 
hsan Haddad. After а four- 
minute long VAR check, the 
Tottenham captain scored 
from the spot. Jordan levelled 
after37 minutes as Park Yong- 
woo headed a corner into his 
own net. Six minutes into 
first-half stoppage time, Jor- 
dan took the lead on Yazan 
Al-Naimat's goal. 

South Korea's pressure 
paid off in the first minute 


of second-half stoppage 
time. Son pulled the ball back 
in the area for Hwang In. 
beom and the low shot from 
the Red Star Belgrade mid- 
fielder was turned into his 
own goal by Al Arab. 


players celebrate 
the team's second 
| goal against Jordan 88 


Thailand frustrate Oman 
Thailand inched closer to 
the Asian Cup knockout 
rounds on Sunday, holding an 
industrious but blunt Oman 
to a scoreless draw. Thailand 
appeared content witha draw, 


which leaves them top of 
Group F on four points after 
two games and with a good 
chance of progressing to the 
last 16, Saudi Arabia are sec- 
ondon three points but havea 
game in hand. acencies 


United raid rival City to 
hire Berrada as new CEO 


Manchester: Manchester United 
announced Omar Berrada as its 
new CEO after raiding rival Man- 
chester City in a dramatic state- 
ment of intent. Man United had 
been looking for a succes- 
sor to Richard Arnold, 
who left the club in No- 
vember, and Berrada 
appears to fit the bill 
following his success 
both on and off the field 
with City Football Group. 
Berrada has been at Man 
City for nearly a decade, most re- 
cently as the chief football opera- 
tions officer. Britain's PA news 
agency said it understands that 
United owners Joel and Avram 
Glazer appointed Berrada in con- 
sultation with Jim Ratcliffe, whose 
Tneos firm has agreed a deal to buy 
up to a 25% stake in the Premier 


League club. Berrada's start date 
with his new club will be revealed 
in due course by United, who con- 
firmed Patrick Stewart will con- 
tinue as interim chief executive 
for the time being 
Manchester United is 
pleased to announce the ap- 
pointment of Omar Berra- 
daas itsnew CEO. The club 
is determined to put foot- 
ball and performance on the 
[pitch back at the heart of 
everything we do,” United 
said in a statement. 
“Отаг” appointment represents 
the first step on this journe 
The statement added: “He 15 
currently serving as chief football 
operations officer for City Football 
Group overseeing 11 clubs across 
five continents and, prior to thi 


held senior roles at Barcelona. 


TONEY SCORES ON 
RETURN AS BRENTFORD 
BEAT NOTTINGHAM 


London: Ivan Toney spent the last 8 months 
envisioning a moment like this. He needed 
just 19 minutes to make that vision a 
reality. In his first game back from an 
eight-month ban, Toney scored from a free 
kick to help Brentford beat Nottingham 


Forest 3-2 and end a skid of five straight 
Premier League losses. 

“tt means a lot. A long time coming,” 
Toney said of his goal. “I manifested this 
(during) the time | was out, and I'm here 
now. I'm just buzzing to be back and 
scoring goals and playing for the team. | 
manifest things like this. And before | left 
ጠሃ house | thought, Yeah, we're winning 
today and I'm scoring.” And | made it 
happen, so it's good." acencies 


EXPLOSION OF SUDDEN 
HAPPINESS, SAYS ALONSO 
AS LEVERKUSEN WIN 


ayer Leverkusen manager Xabi Alonso 

described Piero Hincapie's injury-time 
winner, which gave his side a 3-2 win at RB. 
Leipzig, as an “explosion of happiness". The 
win took Leverkusen seven points clear of 
second-placed Bayern Munich, although the 
German champions have two games in 
hand. “it was such an intense game,” 
‘Alonso told reporters. “When you see that 
anything can happen, when you have a last- 
minute goal, you celebrate.” aeurens 


SLOVENIA BEATS US IN 
MATCH THAT HAD 24 
INTERNATIONAL DEBUTS 


пап afternoon of debuts, the result for 

the United States against a European 
‘opponent was familiar. Eleven Americans 
made their first national appearances, the 
most in a match in 36 years, and a mistake 
by one of those debutants led to Slovenia's 
goal in a 1-0 exhibition win Saturday. 
‘Twenty-four players made debuts, including 
13 for Slovenia. One of those, Nejc Gradišar, 
scored in the 26th minute after a giveaway 
by 22-year-old winger Bernard Kamungo. ar 


‘India-England series not only about spin’ 


the cricket calendar has become 
extremely cramped, and the for- 
mer Zimbabwe captain feels the 
governing body should try to 
find the right balance, 

"I have been involved in fran- 
chise cricket for nearly five 
years now and it's been an inter- 
esting journey for me personally 
and professionally as well. It's 
different than coaching a na- 
tional side. But how the ICC bal- 
ances international cricket and 
franchise leagues over the com. 
ing years is going to be interest. 
ing," said Flower. 

(The writer is in Dubai on invitation 
from ZEE Entertainment and DP 
World International League T20) 


Sania confirms divorce 


with Shoaib, wishes 
Pakistan cricketer well 


New Delhi: Sania Mirza's - 
family on Sunday confirmed GM) р fans መመ” 
that the Indian tennis icon "e መ wer መ 
and Shoaib Malik have sepa- away today the 
rated, a day after Pakistani S6 However, today the | 
cricketer announced his sec- [үрөй የመ ሐን 
ond marriage with actor NN ph 
а Javed. pas саи а 
‘Sania has always kept epe ge E 
her personal life away from Wishes " 
the public eye. However, to. "Ew joumey ahead! 
day the need has arisen for —Statement by Mirza's family 


her to share that Shoaib and 
she have been divorced for 8. 
few months now. She wishes 
Shoaib well for his new jour- 
ney ahead!,” read the state- 
ment issued by Mirza’s fam- 
ily. “At this sensitive period 
of her life, we would like to 
request all fans and well- 
wishers to refrain from in- 
dulging in any speculation 
and to respect her need for 
privacy 

The revelation comes 


amid long-standing rumours 
and speculation surrounding 
the strained relationship be- 
tween Malik and Mirza, who 
got married in April 2010 in 
the Indian player's home: 
town of Hyderabad. 

‘The rumours gained mo- 
mentum when Malik recently 
unfollowed Mirza, 37, on Ins- 
tagram, a move that further 
fuelled speculation about 
their marital discord. pn 


Rory wins 4th Dubai 
Desert Classic title 


Dubai: Rory McIlroy won a 
“really cool” record fourth 
Hero Dubai Desert Classic ti- 
tle on Sunday by one shot 

after storming back from 

a 10-shot deficit going 
into the weekend at 
the Emirates Golf 
Club. Mcllroy made 
two massive birdie 
putts towards theend of 

the front nine ~a 31-footer 

on the par-4 eighth, followed 
bya 16footeron the ninth ~ to 
move to 15-under par and lead 
by three shots. 

At the same time his play- 
ing partner and overnight 
leader American Cameron 
Youngstruggled and made the 


turn at two-over with two bo- 
geys. On the back nine, МеП- 
roy made a bogey on the par 
13th and could not add 
another birdie, but 
that was enough for 
a winning total of 
14under par 274. 

Poland's Adri- 
an Meronk once 
again showed his 
[massive talent, 
and a last-hole 
birdie gave him a solo second 
place at 13-under par. 

World No 25 Young, search- 
ing for his first win on elite 
tours, finished third at 12-un- 
der par. India's Shubhank; 
Sharma finished tied-16th, are 


RORY 
MCILROY 
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IT'S HY TIME 


RIENCE THE POWER OF PETROL 


ጄ= ALSO AVA 


MILEA 


ይሃኗላጽ5 SyzARS 
ROADSIDE 


ASSISTANCE ** 


” — X SELF-CHARGING. 
(a D 
or UP TO 2.20 LAKH km 


* Fuel efficiency as certified by 
ial mileage on road may vary. ** Complim 
3years or 1 Lakh km manufacturer wan 


* Visit your nearest dealership to know more. ^ All wheel drive. 


: Ph: 0129-4293638, 8800333636; Ghaziabac Toyota (Meer 
г 


EXTENDED WARRANTY *** 


agency under rule 115 of CMVR, 1989 under standard test conditions. 


Galaxy Toyota (Chattarpur) Ph: 011-66763666, 9870191014; Galaxy Toyota (Dwarka) Ph: 011-43477777, 
'ut Road) Ph: 981 


ATTRACTIVE 
FINANCE 
OPTIONS* 


= w 


2 years or 1.2 Lakh km extended warranty (optional. 


360-DEGREE CAMERA PANORAMIC SUNROOF 


10907071; Gr, Noida: Espirit Toyota Ph: 


9807680680, 9729549128; Jind: Globe Toyota Ph: 9807680680, 9729549128. UTTAR PRADESH: 


Ph: 
Ph: 8979722293, 7351122333; Etah: Mascot Toyota (G.T. Road) Ph: 8979; 


Trust Toyota (Kotdwar Pauri Garhwal) Ph: 9520869038, 7253999628; Hal 


PATANJALI 
X, wellness 


On the occasion of consecration 


Patanjali Wellness offers the Gift of Healing 


3056 off (till January 30th) 


To get permanent relief from Obesity, B.P., Diabetes, Arthritis, 
Asthma and diseases of Liver, Kidney, and Heart, do visit 
PATANJALI WELLNESS for 3-7 days' treatment through 
Residential Yoga, Ayurveda and Panchakarma, etc. 
Contact for registration: 
8954555888, 8954666222, 8954666333, 8954555999 
(Timings: 6 AM to 10 PM) 

Adopt the world's best Chyawanprash, the Patanjali 
Chyawanprash. Enhance immunity & protect your innocent 
children and family from severe cold. 


Chyawanprash is not just a commercial product but it is the formula 
derived by the great sage, Maharshi Chyawan, who used it to regain his 


available in the market. You'll experience its positive results 
World's best honey, the Patanjali Honey, has been tested in 
world-famous labs. It has been found 100% pure after passing 
more than 100 parameters of purity. 


MUKTA VATI 
EXTRAPOWER 


For asthma, cough, cold, etc. 


Agra: 
722233, 7351122333; Kasganj: Mascot Toyota (Soron Road) Ph: 8979722233, 7351122333; Bareilly 
Commercial የጋር Ph. 9800824444. UTTARAKHAND: Вармы. Trus Toyota (Bafupur Chowk) Ph: 7255999645 7253000610, 


Ayurveda is a sage tradition. 
Commercial companies do not 
PATANJALI is the true 


represen 
representative of this sage tradition. 


Patanjali has done authentic research on Ayurveda, which no 
company or government has done in the last 200 years. Today, 
Patanjali has more than 3,000 research protocols and more 
than 500 published research papers. 

To view these, visit: www.patanjali.res.in 
For the first time, Patanjali has prepared research and evidence 
based Ayurvedic medicines (Rasa-Rasayan, Bhasma-Pishti. 
etc.) to not only control diseases but to eradicate them. Do visit 
Patanjali Hospitals and Patanjali Health Centres (Patanjali 
Chikitsalaya and Patanjali Arogya Kendras) for eradication of 
diseases like B.P., Sugar, Thyroid, Arthritis, Asthma, etc. 


For us, Ayurveda is a work in the sage tradition. Engaging in 
new inventions in the spirit of treatment and charity, we are 
preparing all these medicines in Divya Pharmacy on behalf of 
Patanjali Trust, which invests 100% of its profit in the service of 
Ayurveda, service of Sanatan Dharma, Education, Health and in 
service of the Nation, etc. Not even the slightest personal 
interests are involved in this. 

More than 1000 classical traditional medicines of 
Divya and Patanjali are available at Patanjali stores 
and leading medical stores. 


The usage of the medicines mentioned is suggestive in nature and itis the choice of the treatment in the management 


of mentioned diseases. Avoid self-medication and always take the medicines under medical supervision. 


Фет 


pe n чыр KJ KO) 


For arthritis, joint pain and Vata diseases 


SELF-CHARGING HYBRID ELECTRIC SUV 


DRIVE MODE SWITCH (AWD^) 


DELHI: Espirit Toyota (Mathura Road) Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 1800-1035686; Galaxy Toyota (Moti Nagar) Ph: 011-41877777, 8448293658; Galaxy Toyota (Lajpat Nagar) Ph: 011-46577777, 9599788513; Galaxy Toyota (Shalimar Place) Ph: 011-40011111, 9599788514; 
7838193193; UltamToyota (Patpargani) Ph: 9810907071; Crystal Toyota (Shahdara) Ph: 8447449459; Faridabad; Thirty Six Toyota (Main Mathura Road) 

7290095001, 9654999635, 1800-1035686; Noida; Ut 
1800-1035686. HARYANA: Ambala: Globe Toyota Ph: 9807680680, 9729549126; Bahadurgarh: Satyam Toyota Ph: 01276-224100, 8295908030; Fi 
ል Kaithal: Globe Toyota (Ambala Road) Ph: 9807680680, 9729549128: Karnal: Globe Toyota (G.I. Road) Ph: 9807680680, 9729549128: Pani 
5199900186; Rewari: Uttam Toyota (511, Near Sector South Cty Bypass Road) Ph: 481007071; Rohtak: Satyam Toyota Ph: 01262.243400. 8813088123; Sirsa: Malk Toyota (Dabwali Road) Ph: 8572888801, 


Мат Toyota (Sec-63) Ph: 9810907071; Espirit Toyota (Sec-8) Ph: 7290095001, 9654999635, 


ር Malik Toyota (NH-10) Ph: 8572888830; Hissar: Malik Toyota (NH-65) Ph: 9996788826, 9996788829, 9996788832; 
ipat: Globe Toyota (G T. Road) Ph: 9807660680, 9729549128. Palwal: Thity Six Toyota (Dal Mathura Road) Ph: 8188900187, 


72888880, 8572888881: Yamunanagat: Globe Toyota 
id) 
194, 9568009805; Meerut; Grand Toyota Ph: 9690904448, 9690016065; W 


7253999666; Trust Toyota (Dehradun. Haile! Нога) Ph 7253999643, 7253999610, 7253999666; Trust Toyota (Haridwar.Roorkee Highway) Ph: 9520889038, 7255999628; 
Commercial Toyota Ph: 9927912500, 8937001250; Rudrapur: Commercial Toyota Ph: 8937001257, 8937001250. RAJASTHAN: 


‘Alwar: Aravali Toyota Ph: 7727009101, 7727009103. dentsu/tol del/01/24 


። Take a pledge on the occasion of the LF, 

J consecration of Ram Lala J 
To follow the ideals of Maryada Purushottam Shri Ramji and 
to bring Ram Rajya in the country by making Sanatan Dharma 
the religion of the era and to free the country from all kinds of 

economic, ideological, cultural, educational and medical 
slavery and to make it completely self-reliant and prosperous. 


Pledge for Swadeshi 
Trillions of rupees have been looted since the time of the East 
India Company. MNCs still have control over the economy worth 
trillions of rupees. To get rid of this, take the pledge of Swadeshi 
and help the country gain economic independence. Use the 
country’s money in service of the country. 
Pledge of Medical Freedom 
Come to Patanjali Wellness, YogGram and Niramayam for 
medical freedom and urge the governments to declare Ayurveda 
as the national medical system. Also, stay healthy by adopting 
Ayurveda and eradicating diseases. 


Pledge of Educational Freedom 


To save the country from Macaulay's education system which has 


been in force since 1835, link your schools with the Indian 
Education Board and educate your children in Patanjali 
Gurukulam, Acharyakulam to play a major role in developing 


children with a great personality, conduct and leadership qualities. 


Contact for more information at 8954555999 
(Timings: 6 AM to 10 PM) 
www.patanjaligurukulam.org.in | www.bsb.org.in 
Follow Yog Guru Swami Ramdev Ji | Follow Pujya Aacharya Balkrishna Ji 
SwamiRamdevOfficial c; swamiramdev @AcharyaBalkrishan © AcharyBalkrishna 


For Ii iver diseases and digestive system 
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| Dharm Path | | Bhakti Path | 


Surya Kund Dwar Guptar Ghat 


215 Яа Taste 


In the august presence of 


Prime Minister 


President, Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra Trust 


Governor Sarsanghchalak, Rashtriya Chief Minister 
Uttar Pradesh Swayamsevak Sangh Uttar Pradesh 


and other dignitaries 


Date : 22 January, 2024 | Time : 12:20 PM | Venue : Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple, Shri Ayodhya Dham 


| IVE TELECAS] | DD NEWS & Youtube.com/DDNEWS 
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rmation and Public Relations Department, U.P 


THE GRAND CELEBRATION OF INDIA 


Homecoming of 


wpe fa rer fer at! 
We We TS SRI WWE lI 


COMMEMORATE THE 
MAJESTY AND THE 
GRAND NARRATIVE OF 
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Best 1001 Deals 
@ Telegram 
Channelin India 


Never Miss 
Any Loot Deals 


We Provide Here Daily 
Big Loot Deals 


Get Super Deals 
Upto 85% Off 


